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TKOif 1847 TO ]?849. 


CHAPTER I. 


From 1816 to 1813.—The Author desires t#*dedicftc his telhnoirs’ 

• • 

to Pill# IX.—Scope of this Volume.—First blood shed in Italy 
in the cause of Liberty,—C^^onveAationbfetween Pietro Ferrctti 
and Pius IX.—I-tevolutiorj^in Palermo.—At Naples the King 
• is obliged to give a Constitution.—Hatred oi^the Austrians by 
^ the Piedmontese aijil their government.—Details the 

Iifburiection in IJeggio, and iCfe conse<iuencea. 


• ^ 

In the sumnler of 184G, having termihated 

* • 

my MemokiC detStihined on p.uhlish- 

ing them,,I tiipught of deTlicatii>g them to 

^ • • 

Pius IX. My intentimi'was to tiatter the 
Pontiffs self-love, by proving to him that 
his f)olltical, conduct had ’attracted the 
sympathy of meh, who were llt,tle disposed 
to flatter princes, and* at the same time* 
to show ^lim, thht should^lje nojv deviate 


yOL* !♦ 


B 
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from the path he had chosen, or fail in 

fulfilj[ing \he promises held out,, instead jf 

ffiJSriting imm^rtal glory„ he would become 

odious to all I4alx> as well p-s to the rest of 

Europe, sinc^ even those who professed 

Protestantism |iow applauded hhn. My 

, dedication was Approved by all to whom 

read it, ex«ept De Lamennais and Mamiani 

in Paris, and Bozzelli, to whom* I sent it, 

iri Naples: I yielded to the weight of these 

authorities; and suppressed my dedication. 

Seeing that Charles Albert was disposed 

to ameliorsfte his government, I softened 

• • 
my expressions on ‘his conduct in 1^21, 

and thus my Memoirs wenf to press: in 

England, in Fraryco, and al^t^vp all-in Naples, 

they met ^vith a favourable r^ption, which 

I could JiJtrdly have expected. In Napjies, 

where they penetra^d* with difficulty and 

by stealth, they sold for ten_ tiiheS fheir 

price; even the ministers; who were the 

first to^ead them, aeknowledged that I had 

told the truth without an;y^exagg;^raftion. 



•events in ITALY. S 

.In 1847, the political news frosn Italy 
. Wfs such, that my .friends sajd and 
to me that I shoiild have to write other 
volumes: they Were not deceived. 

The volumes I am abouA to ^ublisli'will 

4 • V 

not, like their predecessors, <^ntain the ad- 

c • ® 

ventures of a youth, ,wJio for hisi love of 
liberty was driven int© exile at seventeen 

years of age; who afterwards, for perse- 

# 

vering in the same love, withojit a moment’s 

• • 

repose, 'passed his da^s alternately in 
chains, or in camps-; who, in his thirty- 
eighth year, having attained the highest 

military rank, at the head of 5U,000 men, 

• • 

succeedied in giving liberty to his country. 

The vicissitiMfis recount^ in these vo- 

« • • • 

^ lumes .wilt noi? be less strange, but they 

are the adventures of an bid maiv*lfom his 

• . 

sixty^-fourth *to his sixty-sixth year, who 
yet believes himself neither less daring noi 
less determined than in the days of his 

youth, and who has again devoted-himselfj 

• • ^ 

* wjth his' J)risti4p ardour, the •indepen¬ 
dence of his belofed Italy. ® 2 
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As, in (consequence of the late events, the 

* 

Italians now honour n\e -with'^mcre thru 

% « ¥• 

their former confidence; so my desire and 
my duty become more stringent to set 
forth the filets, to point out the errors 
committed, and the means of avoiding 

t > 

‘ them, whenever the sacred struggle for our 
independence shall be renewed. 

It would be unpardonable hot to avail 
. ourselves of tJie advantages we have gained 

• s 

in our late misfor/unes; first bylhe ex¬ 
perience of our strength and valour, and 
• « 

next, by the certainty have obtained, 
that, fronot the Alps to Trapani, all desire to 
drive out the Austrians and be independent. 
The inhabitants of Reg^id, tTie capital of 

ft ^ # 

southern €alabria, and of ^MesKina,*'Y»'ere 

♦ r* 

r*’*’ t ft 

the first to grow impatient to throw off the 
heavy yoke, and to‘shed their'blood in the 
holy cause. 

Mamianh and Massari wrote to advise 
me to^ ask perrniskon from the King of 

o • 

Sardinia‘to go to Genoa, Though Piedmopt 
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•w|is still without a constitution, y^t it had 

* 

. a i)king-*who was. anxious to see’the 
Austrians driven out of Italy. Carlo Alberto 
promised me the permission I requested, 
but he was turned aside,, frorh the fulfil- 

• ft » 

ment of his promise by a note which 
* • » 

his ministers receiwq from the Austrian 
Government, who had beeft informed of 
my demand’, and objected to my presence 

t 

in Genoa. . 

• » 

At this time I received ,a note from 
London, from Count Carlo Pepoli, contain- 

ft 

iijg the praises which the whole of Great 

• • 

Britain, beginning with the mijiisters of 

* ^ 

state, together* with the United States of 

America,* gave to* the marvellous conduct of 

• * , * * * 

^ Piu»IX. 1*860t^bis note to my friend Count 

PietT-o Ferretti.* Ile/ea’d it to /li^Pope, 
his cousin, Who appeared sincerely de¬ 
lighted by H. Ferretti, on seeing this, 
observed that the letter came from General 

* 

Pepe, to which the Holy Father .replied,^ 

* # 

““I remember him well, When his hegd 
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quarter!^ were at Sinigaglia; he often visited 

* 

myfamily; ” iie then, abided,” “ You njay 
tell him that I highly esteem his merit as 
a General, alid his patricrtism, and that I 
wilt invite him focome to Rome, as soon 

f 

as I am in (harmony with the King of 
Naples,, who at this, moment would be 

i 

much annoyed to liyiow that General Pepe 
was in Rome, and so near his territories.” 

This hope„which Pius tX. entertained of 
being reconched tp the King of Naples, did 
not prevent the latter from speaking of 


him as il pazzo^ rather than as Pope. ,, 

Ferdina,nd II., both in liis words and 
* * 

actions, seemed more than averse to»making 

• • * 

any concession^ on either Side the Straits, 
when thfe Palermitans gav(!: the-first, ^lock 
to his'^^olute power. The reverses which 
the royal troops i^3|fered, commanded by 
Marshal Desauget, produced the most bene- 

• fc 

ficial results in Naples, and contributed 
towai^ds obtaining‘a constitution. 

^The Pope, who was the, first dause of all 
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ijie popular demonstrations, both^in Rome, 
TJuscany, b,nd iPiedmorit,* conceded* but 
little; still less was granted by the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany and the’fiiifg of Sardinia; 
and every concession wa?}, as it were, forced 

from them. Therefore these Princes met 

• • * 

with but little guatitude either for the 
institutions promised^ or f6r thfe constitu¬ 
tions whic*h were at last given, because 
they were evidently forced ^fo cpnfer, these^ 
gifts by the example o^ the King of Naples, 

who by character was the most despotic 

§ 

/)f all the Italian! Princes, and yet the first 
who was compelled in, Italy Jto grant a 
constkiution. • The tenacity of Fer^nand 

# • M « 

to preserve Ms* absolute •power entire was 
sueh,. that LcAiis Philippe said td the Count 
of’Syracuse—I have given goQd^'advice to 
your brother the Kirfg, but if he doe^ not 

S m ^ 

profit by it, I must abandon him to his 
fate.” The King of the French showed 


that he understood thh political position of 
others tbtter ^han his oi^. 
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But ifithe Sardinian king was slow to 
makti concessions, both, he, hi§ ministeiis, 
and the persons in .place about his court, 
showed thei^ aversion the Austrians 
without disguise. # This circumstance, which 

« t * 

was most useM in Italian affairs, appeared 

4 i « 

• to me no longer ^dpubtful after I had 

conversed*’with‘ the Commandant Ferretti, 

who arrived in Paris, and related to me, 

« 

*that -on going to Turin from Milan, in 

*' f * 

the quality of a i^ajor on the Austrian 
retired list, he presented himself to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, accompanied 
the mviister .of Austria. Both were 
received very coldly; and ‘the Austrian 

# » ' it. 

minister said to ‘Ferretti, “'TAiis coldness is 

* * ^ * * 

for me, ana not for you.” JA fact,. Feiwtti 

• • f • 

found atflijjvitation 'to dinner at his hoifte, 
frona the Sardinian Minister, ^ho said to 

• • t 

him, when he saw hihi, “ How could you 
think of coming to me accompanied by the 
Austriah .minister ?”' 
jRJany other arfiecdotes w^re toM me by 



9 


•EVENTS. JN ITALY. 

I 

• IJerretti, which proved the hatrf^ of the 
Piedmciitege towards the invaders of 
Italy. 

At the same time, Tfiiets, from the 

French tribune, repeated «witl? enthusiasm 

• • » 

those affectionate words which the Roman 

o • * 

people addressed to fius IX., ex^jlaiming, 

“ Courage, Holy Fathe*’, coutage f ” 

Finally, 'Lord Holland, who had long 
lived in Italy, on returning to,Lopdon Jrom, 
Paris, ^aid to me—“Wp shall meet again 
on the other side the Alps.” All these 

circumstances mdde me consider Italian 

• • 

independence *as certain,: yet J:here was 

then nt idea <sf a,French Republic, which 

• • * 

unhappily for lis had the ‘mission of com- 

ft • 

bat4»g. and noli of assisting us. 

!• shall terminate {tis chapter (jjr af cur¬ 
sory narrath^e of tli^ first armed move¬ 
ments in Italy, taken' ft’om a report which 
I received from a Calabrese whose mind 
was the seat of jatriotiW and trnfcfi. ^ 
For so*ifie time, the two^ieilies'had been 
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conspiriiig against despotism, and the first 
words of Pius dX. ripeijed in that* people, ' 
and above all in thei ardent Calabrese, the 
desire of libdrtj’.'* Some letters written by 
the secret and , revolutionary committee 

,, t 

established ah Naples, to the patriots in 

4 * 

Reggio, fastened a piovement. The head 
of this committee was Dominico Romeo, a 
native of the district of Reggio, a man of 


, talent an,d lygh-toned mind. In August, 
18‘47, he went jinto Calabria, passing 

through Messina, where he communicated 

< 

his intentions to many tvarm liberals; he 

A 

thence prQceeded^ to Reggio“, and there, on 
the 2nd Septehiber, he mad^ the resolution 
break out; it t^^as to be' sboonded by the 
three Calhbrian provinces, and by Meserina. , 
On th»r^y all the people in Reggio rose, 
an^ those among ^ the government func¬ 
tionaries who did not fly, concealed 

. I 

themselvesvignominiously. 

The' ^small military garrison, compre¬ 
hending ofificers^if artillery and "engineers, ‘ 
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first shut theinselvei? up in t^ie castle, 

t 

\^hich tjva» provided with* guns for Us de- 
fence, and 9 ,fterwiard§ surrendered at dis¬ 
cretion, imploring pardon* foi4iaving served 
a despotic prince, and ^ojicitisg permission 
to join 'the national militia, 'which was 

refused. The corpg of gendarme§ also sur- 

* • 

rendered at discretion, and in* two days 
only, the revolution spread through all the 
provinces of southern Calabria. 

A • I 

On “the same day, the 2nd 'Septeniber, 
the people who had taken up arms under 

the banner of, the Italian tricolor, pro- 

^ • 

claimed a pVovisional government, com- 
posed»of seven among the'principal* chiefs 
of the Jiberal* party, who-were the first in 
w«ajth ,and'uprightness! A programnae 
Wfts published; in fhiS, the id^ vsf one of 
the membws of the^ftew government^ pre¬ 
vailed, by which the movement of the day 
was connected with the traditions of 1820 
and 1821. The progrtimme was,cbnceiyed 
in thcsb"terms 
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** Reggio to the. Provinces of Naples 
* and Skity. 

“Faithful to our promises, we have 
hoisted the trffcSloured flagf of Italian inde¬ 
pendence, amid /overpowering shouts of 

« ' 

* Viva the constitutional King Ferdinand II.! 

• Viva liberty! ’ The cqnstitution of 1820, so 
happily obtained, so .spontaneously sworn 

to, was afterwards violated, hefrayed, and 

1 

jdestroyed hy foreigners. How many citi¬ 
zens during the pa^st twenty-seven' years, 
in vainly attempting to restore it, have with 

I 

their blood purchased that martyrdom 

t 

which thejr memory has 'made sacred 
to USr 


“Brothers, to arms! Let^ js remember 

• « 1 )^ 4 < 

the blood 6f our Martyrs! .Strong jn mmn- 


bers, UBftbi^, and will,* faithful to former 


contacts, we will "fasten towards ^the 


capital of the kingdom, where we are con¬ 


fidently expected. 

“ Lik6 jother civilised nations, we desire 
a constitutional,^ representative* govern,^ 
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J 

* ment, supported* by a truly national force, 
aijd witli ail the^ guarantees which insure 
liberty and equality before the law. Fellow- 
countrymen of the two kingdoms, do you, 
too, fulfil your promises. Bun to arms, 
second our patriotism. Let us show all 
Europe that we are .wprthy of the. name of * 
a nation, that all ouk thoughts "centre in 
that of becfiming free; and let our motto 
ever be, ‘Long live Italian^independence. 
and liberty.’ 

Reggio, 2nd Sepiemhevy 1847 ,” 


W V 

Here follow the signatures of ijie citizens 

IK 

composing tin? proyisional gbvernment?. 

i» • ^ 

At th 6 same time, as wpll as tl^e short-. 

' • 

neSSTbf thb tiifie •would permit, the citizens 
wefe organised into 3 . national militia, and 
the jjrojj^ional goverhment made arrar^e- 
ments to takh tl\,e fortresses of Pegro, Alta, 

Fiumara, and Torre Cavallo, together with# 

% • 

those which guayded the straits of Messin^i. 
The objec{ of this was two-fold; to* shut the 
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entrance of the Straits against any expedi- * 
tion from Na^des/and ta gtve confidence 
the Messenians, whose insurrection (com¬ 
menced the *Tst" of 'September), though 
vigorously austakiod in repeated encoun- 

I 4 * 

ters between the citizens and the troops, 

4 t 

• was nevertheless repressed by the multi¬ 
tude of file royal forces. The insurgent 
masses at Messina had been repulsed, ac- 
, cording tp the current accounts, because 

• 4 

they had not succeeded in gettifig into 


their powef General Landi, the Com- 

« 

mandant of the citadel, dpd at least a j)a^t 
of the officers of the garrison. 

K4ng Ferdinhnd, receiYing^ntelligcnce by 

4 *4 * € 

telegraph of ttie rcvolutiba in* Reggio, 

^ * t 

instantly* dispatched a corps 'pf teeops 
under •the orders of T)e Corlie, with precise 
copimands to bombqj-d eveiy'place which 
resisted. 


The government of Reggio not having 

H 

succeeded in time 'in getting possession of 

f 

the forts“whioh Jjuard the Straits^ a steam 
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frigate entered without opposition, with the 
troops (m hoard;^ who arrived before* the 
city oi>Reggio and jiegan to bombard it. 

p I 

Unhappily, the counsel .to* »ave the city 
from the evils of a boml^ai;dme^t prevailed, 
and the aimed bands Were thpref6re ordered 

to retire'towardiS the mountains, and de- 

' * . 

fend themselves there. At the same time 
they expected news of the masses in the 


contiguous provinces, where the poj)ulat,ion, 
terrified, by the hostile preparations of the 

9 

government, remained immovable, and 
thus failing in their promises, th*ey became 
responsible for all the misfortunes to 
which ^eir IWlow-countrymen who'had 
first taken up* arms wefe’exposed. These 
found theipseiyes alone, exposed* at once 

fc * * ^ - 

to tjie assaults of the'soldiers, thp g^ndar- 

* * 

merie, an^, WJiat was ^orse, of the Urban 
guar(f (a'^unjerous corps, acquainted with 
the localities, and composed of men de- 
voted to Del Carretto)^ and these’corps 
• formed aitogetj^er a nume>oiis body. The 
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bands of Reggio, at the sight of so much, 
advorsity, wer^ dishearteijed, and thus this 

* • j. * 

revolutionary movemeiit, instead of ad¬ 
vancing, receded. 

True it is, tha|; spme of the populations 
in the coufttri( 5 ^ watered by the Gonio had 

responded to Reggio, but They wei*e imme- 

• ® 

diately opposed by general Nunziante, who, 
disembarking at Palma, crossed the moun¬ 
tains with the troops he commanded. 

*And hete begin the days of struggle and 
of terror, ^he denunciation of a police 
agent, or*a gendarme, • was sufficient to 
cause hundreds of'respectable citizens to 
be dragged to prison. Evq^^^ kin^ of tor¬ 
ture and atrooiCy’Vas (imploye4 against 
them.*" 'An order from the^agent^of govern- 

^ 4 

ment •placed eighteen citiaens of the h^st 

% ^ 

families out of thd ^ale of the .law; and 
to excite the zeal of. theii; persecutors, 
1000 ducats were promised to whomsoever 
should .arrest one»of these alive, and 500 
to whoroeoevea* s^iould tak*e them<iead. This. 
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iniquitous and btiital ordinance ^vas signed 
by Prince Aci Catyia, wiio* cominand<;d in 
Uppe? Calabria. IN^or.was the persecution 
limited to the eighteen coftliirised in the 

list, for a youth of seventeen yeai’s of age, 

* • 

named Fati, who had no other fault than 

• • * 

having been born in the community of St. * 
Stefano, the country* of Romeo*, without 

any form of"trial, was shot. TJiree other 

* 

individuals suffered the same, fate, Fasraro,* 
Giuffre* and Fcrruzauc^ all ^ree perfectly 
iiniocent. More than a hifhdred other 


\ictlms would have experienced the same 
death, if a Calabrese lady, nam^j^d Caterina 

di Liet«>, bornVt Cavassa,- hdd not hastened 

♦ * •• • 

to Naples, arfd* presented herself to the 

• * • ^ * 

Bo+i3iIioii**to obtain a suspension of the 

^ * 

execution of the sentence of de^th," which 
the military commis«fon had pronourj^ed 
against her husband. This occasioned the 


suspension of all the other capital con^ 
demnations as well. *But such .was the 
thirst for "blood in tjie sat^lites oPthe Kpig, 


VOL. I. 
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that the decreed suspcnsioh could not save 
Belld, Mazzorjijdluffo, Salvatori,*or«Vcrdiv*i, 
all five in the flower, of their age; o/ noble 
and generous nUtures, atid belonging to 
five of the best families in the district of 

4 < « 

Geraci. * 

' The end of Dominico Romeo was ex¬ 
tremely tragical; finding himself seriously 

ill, he concealed himself in a’^cottage with 

« 

» his nephew Pietro. The Urban guards of 

• 0 

Pedavoli had, notice given them of this, 
and eighty of them Avent to arrest him. In 
the midst of a desperate 'defence, Dominiqo 
received a mortal stroke in his breast, 

t 

which was amply avenged by his fiephew 

4 

J’ietro. who witli his musket broiight his 
^ ^ • * • 
unclq’s murderer to the 'groifnd. -•The 

Urban gaards seeing that it would 'not 

« ^ 

be^possible to take *®ominico’‘alive tp the 
judges, for he was dying, cut ’off his head, 
i^which they placed upon a pole, and carried 

* f 

it in triumph through the §treets of Reggio. 


Forty among those wli/) were condemned 
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for jiolitical offences were mingled with 

msiny convicted ‘inalefaciors,, and seiit to 

• * 

NatDlcs" where theywere chained in couples 

• • ••* 

and placed in tlfe Darsend, under the eyes 
of the King. 

*r 

Thus ended the first peninsular move¬ 
ment, which was foUo^wpd hy muoh hlood- 
shcd. Its sole aim was Kalian independence. 
The Calabre^ who first toolc it up showed 

M 

great vigour and a contempt, cf life which 

_ ''S 

was w'orthy of better ftirtune. So much 
courage only added to the ignominious 
bfii'b^rity with Avliich they were treated by 
their victors, the prince and his satellites. 

Ill 1?99 C^dinal Ruff6, armed with a 
cross and a swofd, came from Calabria to 


drive’out 43f tlfb kingdom the French who 
had'arrived with pronjises of liberty, iheir 
promj^e^Wei'e uncertAm, but there is ao 
doubt that thfey \^ere strangers who wished 
to give us laws. From Calabria, iii^ 1808, 
that Carbonaro s<^ct first *i^ued, which was 
aft^erwar3s* established in France,* and in 
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the Spanish peninsula even before 1820, ♦ 

when in con^'nnc\;ion with th6 awny fynl 

* • 

the civic militia, they 'aided me in over- 
throwing absolute power. *■ So in tliesc last 

circiimstancfes, s© 'unfortunate for Italy, 

• * * 

the Calabrese were the first to shed their 

• • • 

blood, that tlie stjranger might bo driven 
beyond tlic Isonzo. * 

May it still be their fate, ami with better 
fortune, a foarth time to send forth a shout 


which may resouF.d from Calabria to the 
Alps, of ‘\Italian independence !” 



n 
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iSuccinpt acpf^unt of tlic ^first Tiisiirrocii^i in fho two Sicilies, 
cs]H*eiaIi}' in Naples, where tlie King is coinpdlptl to grant a 
Constitution.* * • 

# 

*As soon as Pius IX. was elevated to the 
chair of St. Peter, he comracnccd his career 
by an amnesty, and then proceeded by 
degrees to other reforins. * TJiis liberal 


policy, on tlic part of the Pont'ilf, moved 
tlfe minds of the Italians, and it became 


clearly impossible that th*e ojd institutions 
in the peninsula‘should long remain un- 


changed. Leopold Duke of Tusca^jf, and 
* then Charles Albert, were the first to ^follow 

» m 

• 0 

the Pope’s OKample, and to cone'ede some 


reforiAs. 


Ferdinand II. of Naples alone remained 
unmoved in his despotism, and he repeated 

^ ^ This has been dictated a Ncapolit^i citi/on of 

not(^ 
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to his intimates that he sliould follow the • 
policy of his ancestors; .adding^ thfit^in the 
kingdom of Naples, thesfi institutions which 
were so much wanted, had long been estab¬ 
lished by *his predecessors, who called 
themselves reformers. Certainly in the 
kingdom of Naples,* there were provincial 
and district council's; there was a council 
of state, and good laws both civil and 
' crirTiinal.* But tlicsc institutions were cor- 
rupted and spoilt* by the bad faith of an 
absolute government, which in the choice 

f 

of its magistrates apd public functionaries, 

* 

constantly inclined to the dishonest, the 
* * ^ 
servile, and the Jgnorant^ so *that in 

. definp^ the goYcrnment 6f*Naple^ it might 

r • 

trulv be said, that thevM 'was 'a cmstant ■ 
contradiUion between Jaw and /acts. 

' It is incontestable that good ib^tit^itions 
perish in the hands of a /jorfupt and igno- 
« rant administration, while even bad ones 
may fructify when adn\inistered by able 
and honest functionaries. Thus, justice, in ’ 
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Naples, was a vain word; innocence was no 

(lefence,^n(i faults,were 6ften unpuniilhed. 

*• ^ 

I3y ilie side of a*criDiinal law which pre¬ 
scribes the greatest conskldfd’tion for the 

ft 

accused, and an unlimited liberty of de- 

ft • 

fence, were found commissaries of police, 

ft ^ 

who subjected even, those accused ol 

♦ 

common inisdemeancrs to the* greatest 
violence and* intolerable tortures; much 
worse than were prescribed by the anoient 

ft 

criminal laws; these wei;^ at l^jast regulated 
by certain conditions, while those depended 
entirely on the arbitrary ferocity of a single 
man. 

ft ^ 

ift 1^ ^ 

Pius*IX.’s reforms, contrasted with* the 

• • *• . 

Vandal •government of JS’aples, rendered 

# * 

the peopte, who are by nature Ibrvent 
lovers of liberty, most impatient In 
southern • Calabria, which has Reggio for 


its capital, *the^ absolute government ol 
Ferdinand was abolished, and a consti¬ 
tutional one proclaimed?. • 

The City of Mesisina responded to tjiis 
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movement, but both wef’c repressed bj 
brut^ force, qjud Vitli tb(? odiftus •circu^p- 
stances related in the last chapter. ^ 

These cruc*rtieB and enormities rather 

< 

excited tha» frightened the Neapolitans. 

ff 4 

Frequent tumultuous demonstrations took 
place in .the capital; they were not dimi¬ 
nished either by frequent imprisonments, 
or by the deaths and wounTTs which oc- 

curi>ed in cgljisions between tlic liberals 

• • ^ , 
and the armo^l forge and police. 

The 12th of January, which was the 
King’s birthday, was at* Jiand. The Sici¬ 
lians, andj especijilly the Palermitans, had 
already sent fb the King to say tlftit they 
should have re'eourse to*arniS, rf liberal 
institutions were not granted them before 
that day»^ They were true* to their word; 
seeing on the 12th* that all* thnir Jiopes 
were vain, the Palermitans* commenced 
the conflict. The King of Naples imme¬ 
diately despatch^!' two st^am frigates, and 
alput fite thousand men under Ihe copi- 
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mantl of Genci-al De^auget to Palermo. 

T^c colttmii wliitb, form(5d the expechtion 
? , • 

was ill command®d; the Sicilians fought 
with unanimity ^iid valour, ‘hhd compelled 

9 

the royal troops to re^embark. The news 

I , 

of the Sicilian movement greatly excited 

• • 

the Neapolitans, wIiq considered it a sacred • 
duty to assist their Sisilian brothers, which 


they did in fhc following manner. 

The flag of liberty was hpisted in. the, 
province of Salerno at^uilento, and nearly 
10,000 men armed themselves under dif- 
fjprqiit chiefs, with an understanding that 
they were to go on augii\enting J;hcir force, 

and tlu3n march pn the«ca|)ital and' force 

* • * ** • 

the King to grant a constitution. 

# ^ ® ^ 
But neither .the fevolution ‘in''Sicily, 

#90 0 'V'* * 

which gained 'strength by the ^ld^fantage 

• * . * 

gainpd over the ro^al troops, nor .the 
insurrectiondn the province of Salerno, had 


yet moved the mind of the King; be still 
hoped to conquer and l^ress the i-evolt. ' 
. But 'events followed in •Naplljs, wliich 
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i 


decided the King to .grant 'the constitution. 

The •liberals of fhe city,* seeing that tjjie 

* • ^ 

different movements^ so happily begu^n, had 
hitherto prodMted no results, met together, 
and after alarming, the government with 
various demonstrations, they assembled to 
• the number of 20,00i) picn on the 27th of 

c 

January, hi order to overthrow the absolute 


power. 

, On the, morning of the 27th, at eleven 
o’clock a.m. in the piazza before the Royal 




Palace, and in the Toledo as far as the 
piazza Mercatello, were' assembled abopt 
20,000 liberals of the capital. Near the 
church of St.' Ferdinaijdo, close •to the 



of lightning were* repeated through the 

* . f » 

immense multitude, ‘which then pi'oceeded 


with measured step and tricolourcd ban¬ 
ners flying, while the ladies from the 

• • 

window^ and bal^iies received them with 
iovous actilamations. . ‘ 
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After this triumpljal procession had 

* 

lasted a^boat an Jiour, the cavalry Hvcre 

ordercid out, commancjed by Marshal Sta- 

tella. At the sight' of thii^ 'armed force, 

* 

these generous youths,.wiio w^re unarmed, 
stood firm. They even "v^nt up to the 
cavalry, and surroinKiing Marshal Statella, * 
invited him to cry Viva la coHiMzimie! 
Neither Statella nor the cavalry repressed 
these joyous shouts, and their countenances ^ 
showed that the King 'vyonld not Vefuse the 
ardent wishes of the Neapolitans. The 
l^arshal went with the procession to the 
Royal Palace, and the joyful peQple retired. 
In 4his interval, the tninisters • had 

% * *it I 

assembled in •council: irf consequence of 

I m * 

this pop^dar movement, they saw the im¬ 


possibility of pursuing* a despotic *i:;ourse, 
and Jfchey became as 4iumble and yielding, 
as they had previously been proud and 
untractable. 

i « 

The general oj)inion ^as, that tliey must" 
yield td tfie haughty attitude of the people; 
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and the King himself, hithdrto immoveable, 
saw ^hc necessity of pobtical eoTioessioi:^s. 

I 

The ministers all gave in their resignation, 

which was a^efipted; and in the course of 

« 

the night, tora i.C»apriola was entrusted 

, < 

with the task vf forming a constitutional 
- ministry.. On the evening of the 27th, the 
streets ’sfere thronged Avith grou])s of 
young men, discussing the position of the 
, country, and. they determined on going 
armed to* thp piazza and forciifg the 


government to resign. 

Some days before this*,.the Minister of 
Police, Cajjretto, Jiad been Ijanished the 
kingdom; by*his sevei:e and tyrannical 
measures he hafd made eiiemies -of the 
people^ and had hastened •the^.nolitical 
revoluSork 

Larly on the 28tli*«the deteHninati 9 n of 
the government to yield^ began to be 


known. The resignation of the ministry 

^ t 

was plaoarded on^e walls, with the for¬ 
mation of a new one, cpnsistiiig* of SeiTa 
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Capriola, Biionomni, the Prince of Torella, 
DpiiticO} Cfarciiilli, and’the, consultatore 
Scavaftzi, a Sicilian. Ciarciulli not having 

t * 

accepted, Frand“esco Paillo" Bozzelli was 
substituted in his places The clioice of 
Bozzelli excited universal* applause, and 

*9 * 

scorned in itself more* than a coi>stitution. 


The confidence felt ki him courd not ho 
misplaced, the acts of his whole life were 
highly honourable. A libcr^al since 1820, 
when he went into banishment, after the 
nine months’ duration and the fall of the 

t 

constitution became a^ signal for tyranny, 

he was imprisoned and,exiled,, and lived 

» . _ 

poor and without renreJaen in a foreign 

% * % 

land. On bein*g*restored to his country, he, 
lived surt’ourlded by the esteem of his 
fellow citizen^, and followed/his pro¬ 
fession of Un advocate in order to give 
himself the*mejins of existence. To this 
may be added the fame he acquired by, 
many works oy liter^ure and* consti¬ 
tutional 'law and his constant attach- 
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ment, even after the sorrows of exile, to 

the liberal p/irty; so jnhch feo, th^,! he 

awakened the suspieions of despotisCn, and 

was imprisonfed * again in* 1844, together 

with Carlo Poerio, ^Asjpareti Graziosi, Pri- 

micerio, Do A^stini and others, and was 

* * ’ 

' detained, in prison *n?any months. And 
yet this man, who gave such promise, and 
on whom so much hope was founded, Avas 
, one of the chipf causes of the misfortunes 
of Italy; incited to the illiberal govern¬ 


ment, he became at once a courtier and a 
hostage ;—he prepared and matured ^the 
reaction a^^ainst the great idea of Italian 
nationality; Ife destroyexl the constitution, 

and caused the Avar of independence to 

^ ^ # * 

fail, blindly and vilely secori/ling the 




vieAA’s*of* J<.ing Ferdinand,* in whom the 
Jesuit and .the Austfi&.n were eombin^d. 

It was no fault in the Neapolitans to 


have confided in him, for their trust 

• • 

seemed Avell fouled; it ^was wholly the 
faijlt of'BozzeUi, who* thus belieU him- 
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’ self, by denyin^^ every principle of his 
pa^t hfo. 

On i^ie morning 'of the 20th, the promise 
of the constitution and its' outline were 


published. In a few days the iconstitution 

* 

itself, drawn up by Bozzelli^ appeared. It 

J 4 * 

was, with few variations, an exact copy of 
the French constitution, within tllfe narrow 
bounds of which he had received his 
political education. Though Jhe, form of 
the government was cdiang§,d, the sub¬ 


stance remained the same; the public 

functionaries were unaltered, with this 
- > . 

diifcrence, tha^, before the constitution, 
they we/e, if not revered, art least respected; 

t I 

after tho consfltiition the;f were despised 
and vituperated... Besides the maiiy causes 
whicli produced our ruin, there wafe one 
which was nx)st fatal in its effects. By his 
constitution, -Bozzelli had invested the 
nation with political rights, but he had 
not foreseen, that otheiyaws wero neces- 
sarj to gudrd the exercise thost right,s. 


1 



32 NAr^PATITE OF 

For example, the censorship of the pi*ess ^ 

« 

was'abolishejl, without firfy provision beyig 
made to guard against its delinqf.encies, 
which were* 'sure to abound after this 

sudden einanci}mtion. No committee w'as 

* € 

instituted Avitii powers to act until the 
constitution was adaj^ted to the country, 
and to ^)revent tho evils likely to result 
from too rapid a passage from absolutism 
to liberty. 

Yet this''^constitution of the fiOth of 
January 1848, changed the political po¬ 
sition, not only of Sicily,, but of the whqlc 
peninsula , Naples, which* gave to Ital}'^ 
the first c?6inTple of a constitutional 

• ft* * 0 

government, niight also ii?ivc decided the 
expulsion of the AustKans, which was 
more’ essential * than Constitutions or 
republics,, if the liihappy events pf the 
15th May, as we shall hereafter see, had 
not ^iven the King and his iniquitous 
minist«rs coura^ to recall the army from 
tjie right barfk of the Po. ‘ 
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CHAPTEE III. ,, 

The Author not iucluJed in the Amnesty rjfc Naples.—Extension 
of the AiAnesty, whidii finally pennits him to return to his 
country.—French Republic.^ foreseen by no one.—Opinion 
of Lamartine on tlie a.ssist^nca to bo givoi.^to Italy.— 
The Author leaves Pai*is.—Arrivai in Genoa.—News on 
arriving there. 

Scarcely was tlie promised ponstitutioii 

in Naples made known,,wlieiv'inj friends, 

my acquaintances, and even myself, did 

nqt doubt that .1 should return there. 

Mrs. G ilchrist aiid her sistjer, Engjish ladies 

* 

who'had known me twenty-seven years, 

that is, since my first aiTiVal in London, 

’ % * 

and who .had 'hoen my constant* friends, 
came to me, and, moved even to tears, 
exclaimed; “Vou are ihen no longer pro¬ 
scribed ! ” Te celebrate my new position, 
they gave a banquet, to which they invited 
almost all the Italians 'ip Paris. few 
'hours bdfofe Lwenfc to the entertainment’ 

■ I# 


roL. h 
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I received from Naples A printed copy of’ 
the honstitut/on, ‘from \rlfich my name as 

I 

excluded; and in order that it nyght be 

so, the King liad punished only the state 

criminals of the 4-eyolution in 1820; that is 

, < 

to say, he remembered the old and forgot 

• « « 

the more recent cidlii'its. Not to disturb 
the joy "of the baKquet, I concealed the 
royal decree which confirmed my exile. I 
afterwards _^heard from Naples, that the 
l?atriots, with Carjo Poerio at their head, 
raised such clamours on account of this 
scandal, as to brin^ about an extension,of 
the cons^tution, and when it was defini- 
tivel}^ promulgated, all political delinquents 
were included.' 

I was^ thus once mom iree l«i reiuni lo 
my efouKtry about the time at which the 
kingdom .of France/was transformed into 
a rei)ublic. 

If either kings or people were capable of 
profiting by wh^ they see and read, the 
f 9 rmer Vould be persuaded, that* in spite' 
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' of the force which sustains their authority 
areiiaMe to^all; and’thei,latter would 
know that it is more difficult to uphold a 
revolution, than fo make ohe.’ 

For the moment let /ne fi^rget Italy, 
where I may soon return,^*and speak of 


France, or rather of Ppris, which repre¬ 
sents it, and where I have been domiciled 
eighteen years. During that time I had 
kept away from festal assejmblkjs, from 
drawing-rooms, and even from theatres, 
for my heart, ever riveted to my unhappy 

country, sought no sucji diversion. 1 saw 

* 

but a few chosen acquaintances aiid friends, 
whose conversation soniethnes consoled Iiiy 
afflicted mind. Several o^ these were no 
longer alij?e, afe t<a Fayette, llaxo, Vdlasd, 

M * • • 

Lamarquc. I hhd been intimate, n itfi the 
aged .Sieves'of the Convention, Darrere, 
Benjamin Cdnsti^nt, Carelli, and James 
Lafitte. Among the living there reipained 
Lamennais, ThibpaudauX the convention- 
aligt, Al’ago, B^rangcr, Mijnet, 'OdiUon 


I 
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Barrot, Lamartine^ the Duke d’Harcourt. 

ff 

I remember fhe political hpinions of all, on 

« 

their o^vn country, and there were ^w who 

thought alike'. *1 believe there is no nation 

% 

in Europe, in which men of superior intel- 

^ I 

lect vary so much in their political scnti- 

* * 

ments as in Franca ^ I always recollect a 
sentence of Arago, the astronomer, spoken 
about three years ago, when he did me the 
favour of dinjng with me in company with 
the elder Thibeaudau, Lamennais, and 
Mamiani.^ Speaking of the wretched go¬ 
vernment of Louis Philippe, and the^ s/id 

conditioUf of France since‘that king had 

% 

ascended th^ throne, Arago said, ^ Unhap- 

pily he is supported by the powwful aris- 

tocracy of the bourgeoisie’and*, the shop- 
* ■ < 

keep^lrs,* who by their numbers are more 
powerful .than tlf^ aristocracy of the 
nobles;’* and all echoed this opinion. 

In the moan time February arrived, with 
a revolution whigli was foreseen neither by 
those Ttho deprecated, nor by ^ those who * 
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’desired a change, and still less by the King 

I » 

himself. • A few days before, Leuis Philippe 

had said to the President of the Chamber, 

“ Rather than extend the electoral fran- 

« 

chise, I will change rojniStdrs twenty times, 
and will jdace my veto on th^? twenty-first.” 

A short time before'the 24th of February, 
Lamartine said to me,* “ Count Mole came 
to see me yesterday; we talked of a change 
of ministry which he was to make.” The 
same day, I found Bdranger at l.ameniiais’ 
house, tallviiig over the events of the 
moiiicnt. Lameimais was firmly convinced 
that, after Loyis Philippe, no othcsr govern¬ 


ment than a republic >^^ould be possible; 
he added* that though evenis were march¬ 
ing rapidly, he ccTUld not foresee the final 

^ 9 * # 

crisis with certainty, ^hat is, w^libther it 
would•precedTe or follow the death of the 


King. Revolutions being prepared by a 
certain invisible process in the secret 
depths of men’s #ininds,^ their execution 
depends*on an insfaiitaneous concord of 
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I 


divers causes, and a spontaneous combina-' 
* * * 
tion of will • and power, the fJroduction of 

which is ever determined by unforeseen 
circumstances, and escapes all forecast re¬ 
specting tlte precise, moment in which it 
wdll be effectcll. 

I ’ 

It is known to aK, that if the Duchess of 
Orleans had mounted her horse on the 
morning of the 24tli of February, accom- 

A 

panied by Odillon Barrot, or if, on the same 
morning, she had gone to the Chamber of 
Deputies .only an hour earlier than she pre- 
sented herself there, she* would have boon 
proclaimed! Regent; two instances of the 


acmdents on wliiqli our social destinies 


« i 


depepd. . * ' 

In* the evening of the 24th, I Vent to see 
Odillon *Darrot, who had always a small 
circle round him. I found *him wearied 
Avith the fatigues of the .day. He said to 
me, “J am punished for my victory.” In 

truth, fcvery one <vas sui^rised to see him 

* • 

eKcluded from the neA* government, while 
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•the most decisive impulsion given to the 
re^lution Was certainly’ giyen by iiim. 
Two 0 ^ three dajTS later he said to me, 
“ 1 shall go and dsk you f6r hn asylum in 
Naples.” 

I visited Lamartine at the ministr}^ of 

r » * 

foreign affairs. On^ seeing me he said, 
“ Embrassons-nous,” and I embraced liim, 
assuring him that he was the first great 

t 

poet of our times, who ha^.given such 
unequivocal proofs of courage; ’and I added, 
“ You did not throw away your^ sword in 
PhUip’s camp.” A’ few days later, Lamar¬ 
tine, before ^oing to the xounci?, of minis¬ 
ters, satd to me,^ in the ‘presence of two 
veteran •generalsr, “ France is disposed to 
send 100.,<^00 tnen to Italy, to favour her 

independence.” ’ I answered that J?0,000 

• \ * ^ 

wouhl be*sufficient, in brder to connect the 
Sardinian forces, with the Neapolitan, and 
with the few troops to be found ^in the 
Tuscan and Itom|in States. • 

In thte mean time, in one af the* articles 
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of the enlarged Neapolitan constitution, ■ 

drawn up by. Bozzelli, ami swdrn to by the 

( 

King, as I have before* pointed ont, it is 
clearly said, that a veil v'^as to be thrown 
over all past political, events. Wherefore, 

f * 

my brother Flijrcstano wrote to me that I 

was expected with»impatience by all; at 

the saine time he vjounselled me not to 

give up my house in Paris, or to sell my 

( 

furniture^ ,‘Vy’hat cold precaution! Was 
this the saUie brother vdio twenty-seven 
years before, uncertain whether I should 
be able to reach constitutional Spain, ^apd 
seeing nu? in danger of falling into the 
hands of the'Austrians, wrote to'bid me 

f * 

remember that I had a pair of pistols with 

^ f ' 

me ? f But now, who could* foresee that for- 

* # A 

tune Vosild thus scoff at ‘Italian liberty? 
Placing my faith nt^re in the* Frenqli Re¬ 
public than in the oaths jof our princes, I 
prepared to depart, leaving my house and 
furniture to be disf|)Osed q^f. 

,1 saV the T3xcellent*Arago, Minister^ of ‘ 
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Marine, who w^s also well disposed to 
assist Italy.'* But, for some time past, f had 
renewed my acquaintance with the Duke 
d’llarcourt, whoih I had fortiierly met at 
the house of my dear friend Gfjneral Haxo. 
D’llarcourt was distinguished at once for 
his patriotism and for his love of Italy. In 
the conviction that he would noC now. be 
left idle, I begged him to give the prefer- 
ence to the Roman embassy^ from whence 
he would have the means of aiding the 
good cause. I repeated the same ivish to 
liOtnartine, who told me that he desired to 
send d’llarcourt to London. T instantly 
repaireld to the latter, and begged him to 

• If ^ 

give the preference to Romo. He was, in 

• * ^ # 

fact, named ambassador to the Pontiff, and 

from Rome he Vrote to me in Vetiic??. 

It iievfcr came into^y mind, that, in the 
council of minjsters at Naples, Savaresi 
would be directed by the King to^send a 
steam-frigate tq Marseilles, in order to 
cqnvey me to Naples. 
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On the IGth of March^'I quitted Paris, 

grieved at parting from a oxcellont 

* 

and aifectionate friends, and before the 
end of the mohth, I embafked on a steamer 
which transported- me to Genoa. The 

I 

only previous‘^occasion on which I had 
seen those shores, was at the early age of 
sixteen, when I was •’driven into exile, and 
my property confiscated. This happened 

t 

, in 1799.. Wp were three hundred pro¬ 
scripts in all, in two vessels. After landing 
at Marseilles, I had then walked to Dijon, 
and crossed the Great St. Bernard witli Ahe 

f 

glorious Italian legion, which distinguished 
itseif so much* at* Marengo. At thdt early 
,age the beauty of the cotmtry made but 

^ • I ‘ 

little -impression on my mind, •l)ut now, 

0 4 M' 

after forty-nine years, I admired it exceed¬ 
ingly. In the midst tJf this adrniratiop, my 
thoughts wandered alterpately between 
the past and the present. But I had 
scarcely* set foot in Genoa^ when news was 

♦ f ' ' 

brought me which made the ne^v** social 
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scenes much m(j>re marvellous than the 
past. Jn BeTlin, in Vienna, liberty’had 
been proclaimed : the people of those vast 
states had riseh, and oVeftfirown their 

p 

despotic governmenfs. - To these strange 
events was added the rcvojution in Milan, 

f 

in wliich a people almost entirely unarmed, 
had driven out 22,000 Austrians, com¬ 
manded by their General-in-chief in person, 
and supported by a citadgl.. Finally, I 

t 

heard of the revolution in Venice, and 
the expulsion of the Austrians^ from the 

I 

Iiogoon. 

It seemed like a dream to heur of these 

0 

marvellous acts ^ of vigodr, Vhich, for-the 

* * 

third tifne, were’ exclusively performed by 
Italians. •’ Th6 population" of Naples <ilone. 


p 


in the time of IMassanicllo, drove oht the 
Spaniards from the ca^lital; and the Genoese 
did tlie sanih by the Austrians just a cen¬ 
tury ago. Venice, and afterwards prescia, 
also drove the ^enemy from their cities. 
Did tie cities of Spain, Fiance, *Engfaiid, 


I 
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4 


4 


Germany, Poland, or Ru^ia ever dare as * 
much ? Madrid rose against ‘Murat, liut 

I 

was subdued by that valorous leadqj’. • 
Tliese uho^pected' evfcnts in France, 

f 

Germany, aijd Italy, seemed to me favour¬ 
able to Italian ^independence, which now, I 

« 

thought, we should have but small merit in 
acquiring-. The revolt of Palermo and 
Naples had been brought about by natives 

I 

against natives, though the royal troops 
were sui)poried by Swiss mercenaries. Of 
the twQ revolutions beyond the Po, that of 
Milan was the most vigorous, the m/ssit 

I 

manly, tlnj, most ^gigantic; that of Venice 
was the most Extraordinary 
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CHAP^lER IV. 

, 5 

TiiE FIVE "DAY.*; DEVOLUTION IN MILAN. 

t 

“No; even tymiiny has its limits! wfien the oppressed jio longer find 
jintice on the eirth, when their >oke is f»ecoiiie instipporlable, let them, full 
of failh, stretch their hands towards heaven, and draw down from thence those 
etcrnid rights, whii h there reninin iinalienahle, indestructible as the stars! 
Let them lotum to that primitive stale of nature in whicli man encounters 
man ; when no other means avnil, that supreme resource remains, and the 

sword becomes lav fill.** ScjiiLLEa.—7Vtt. • 

♦ • 

Austria, which (hiring so mahy years had 
governed by political and religions hypo- 
crj&y, finally threw off the mask. In 
P^errara, the imperial soldiers brutally ont- 
raged flie Pontifical flag*: Pins IX. was- 

o # % O ’ 

punished for JiAving blessed Italy, and 

• ’ t * 

cursed its* tyfants. The Lomhardo-Vene- 

• m 

tian provinces,* condemned to ignoVance 
and progf*css*ivc impo^^fcrishment, daily saw 
the source of al\ public and private pros¬ 
perity withered and weakened. , 

In the space qf a few years, two thou- 

» 

sapd nfillions (a fabulous s&m, when tjie 
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size of oiir territory, not more than an 
eighUi of the nfonarchyfis consi|ieredJ^— 
two tliomand milllQns Jiad been ^ buried 
in the imphriai treasury, to our great 


misfortune, and Y’ithout real advantage for 

# " I 

the financ'es (jf the empire; such is the 
ignorance and corrm)tion Vhich in Austria 

I 

rule i)ifl)Hc affairs*! Everywhere com¬ 


merce languished, hampered as it was by 

4 

the fetters of prohibitive laws, and enor¬ 
mous taxe&; while, on the other hand. 


smuggling increased excessively, and was 
one, though not the only .cause, of the \jni- 

4 

versal immorality. There were no longer 

V 

any cannon f(5iin<leries; nor manufactories 
of arms, or of Itheri cloth. * iCative 'industry 
was evefr sacrificed to tlrat of dts rivals, 
Anstriit,.Moravia,‘and Bohemia. No cn- 

^4 f 

couragement was gin»cn to agi-icultui;c, the 
principal source of municipal wealth. The 

ft 

delays of the administration were in¬ 
credibly, and lawsuits eternal. The con¬ 
scription was intolerable Every year the 
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flower of our yoirtlis were transported into 
Hungary, Moravia,, Bohemia, and latterly 
into Gallicia. Talent „was cither bought 
by the police, shackled by the cciisorslup 
laws, or left to dic^ia chain^f Informa¬ 
tion, that social disgrace, o;jyed its growth 
to Austria, and this horrid pest had pene¬ 
trated into the very heart, and corrupted 
the very iharrow, of society. There were 

t 

spies in the piazze, spies in the > cafes, in 
the theatres, iii the churches, in the most 
intimate family privacy. INIany^honoured 
ci|i^cns, because, they ■were suspected by 

kt 

the government, without othor reason, 


were imprisoned; many’wfere, from 

) '*1 ^ 

same motive, forn from tlie sanctuary of 
their homes, and sent as exiles into a 


. V .* 


foreign land. Nor did Austriah oppression 

} 

stop Jiere. -]\Iarslial Iladetsky was supe¬ 
rior to the police. Despised by us for his 


ridiculous airs, he revenged himself for 

' On. 

our contempt by^hating us mortally. The 
soldiers knew this, and the excesses ..of 
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military insolence. towards the peaceful 
citizens in Milan *had attained their highest 
pitch, when the bloody scenes of January, 
1848, took p'ldce: ' * 

4 

It was then that Austria, throwing off 
all decency, inaugurated in Lombardy the 
giudiccio statario, .which authorised the 
government to assassinate in the s])ace of 

two hours; and, for the prudent delays of 

« 

the law, substituted the blind impetus of 
brute force. ’ 

Lombardy was in this miserable condi¬ 
tion in March 1848. On .one side, thepyp 
of Austrian cruelties was full to overflow- 

is'g! on the ftthor, incessant injuries had 

• «* * 

tried forhearaiice too sevdtel^, find pro¬ 
voked vengeance. The Lombard people 
ragocf like a wounded lion*—and this rage 
broke forth like themoise of an axiproach- 
ing tempest. ^ 

IL Fiquelmont had said, and history will 
take note of his words,^“I have in ray 
h&nds dlh infallible means of making the 
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good Milanese fijrget their idol Pius IX., 
an^ their Vishes, for national indepen- 
dence, which they have lately manifested 

f 

in their puerile demonstrktions; the Car- 

t 

nival is approaching, and* I will then give 

I 

a grand entert/jimriPTit in thse Theatre della 

Scala.” 


Marshal Radetzky on his side published 

the following order of the day:— 

« ’ * 


“ II. ii. the Emperor, being determined 
to defend the Lombardo-Venetian* king- 
dcvpa, as avcU as* every other part of his 
dominions, from all attacks of tlie enemy, 

whethef internal, or e?vternat, according'To^ 

% ^ 

his rights and his duty, has permitte<j[ me, . 

* 1 

tlirough the means of Mai’shal di Gorte, 


charged with this message, to majkfc Imown 
to all the troops of the Imperial army 
who are now in*Italy, this determination, 
persuaded that his high will must meet 
with the most efficacious support^ in the 

I 

valpur and fidelity of the ariAy. Soldiers! 


VOL. !• 
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you hear the words of th^ Emperor, which 

' * i 

I am proud to make known' to 3 "ou: the 
evil counsels of fanatics, and the |aithless 
spirit of innovation, will be broken by 
your valouF' and*fideUty, Hke fragile glass 
against a rock\ 

" Soldiers ! the .s^vord which for sixty- 

4 

five years I have \Vlelded with honour in 
so many battles, is still ready for action, 
and I shall.know how to use this sword 
to defend the tranquillity of a country 
lately »so. happy, and now menaced with 

I 

misery by a fanatic faction. Soldiers! 

your Emperor esteems you, your old leader 

tftlsts in yon, arid this suffices! May the 

. Heayens not compel u^ ip unfurl the 

\ * 

banner of the two-headecT Eagle! The 
strength* of its claws is* not weakened. 
Let this be our motto: Peace afid protec¬ 
tion to faithful subjects;. Death to those 
who dare with a traitorous hand to dis- 

4 

turb onier, and endangertthe prosperity of 
the people.” 
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On the 17th oS March the terrified Vice- 

« ' 

roy moved ^precipitately towards Verona. 
The av?iricioiis Archdu'ke collected all his 

• ^ ^ p 

movables, and 'turned fiis back on us. 
His magnificent palaced at»Milan and 
Monza were stri^^ed of jflieir furniture. 
He fied, carrying our* spoils along with 
him! The governor, Sjlucer, and the minis¬ 
ter, Fiquelmont, had preceded him in his 
flight, having departed some days before 

9 

towards Vienna. 

On the 17th of March, intelligence had 

anived at INIilant of 9.11 insurrection in 

Vienna. This news was like» a spark 

applied ’to a powder-njagazine; the pofitP* 

lar effervescence' in a moment assumed 

' $ 

gigantic proportions! On this account, on 
the morning of Sunday, the ideTieing 
broken, flie ’following* proclamation was 
placarded on the»walls:— 

“ The Presidetji; of H. I. M. government 
thinks it his duty to publish‘the following* 
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news, contained in a telegraphic despatch 
plated Vienna, 13th inst., which, arrived 

t 

the same day at* Cilli, and at Milan 

N » 

yesterday evening. 

“ H. M. the Ehiperor has determined to 
« 

abolish the c^nsorship^ and to publish 
without delay a law on the press, as well 
as to convoke the States of the kingdom, 
both German and Slavonic, and also the 
central Congregations of the Lombardo- 
Venetian kingdom. The meeting * will be 
held on tlie 3rd of next July at latest, 

I 

“ GoNTE O’DoNNHtjL. 


Milan, \Wi March. 1848/^ 


“ Vice President.^^ 


These words, “ The meUmg will he held 

\ • 

on the ^rd of next July ai'late&tr seemed 
ail iiisuit^ to the just iirfpatience of the 
generous city, which only saw in th^^se ill- 
advised words an artifice,to conjure away 
presenjb difficulties, and not a promise of 
future»concessions. Th§ perturbation of 
men’s minds \^'as therefore universal; large 
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crowds assembliid in ‘the piazza of the 
Cathedral,^ in that of Mercanti, and at 
the Corsie de’ Servi; * their attitude was 
menacing, thougli they were unarmed. 

Towards midday the £row(i of citizens 


precipitated themselves to^/ards the muni¬ 
cipal palace, shouting," “ Arms and a cwic 
guard!' 

The, Conte Casati, Podestk of IMilaii, 
endeavoured to govern the multitude, 

j 

counselling moderation and respect for the 
laws: they demanded a leaden, and the 
PjJdesta put himself at their head, and, 
accompanied by the mtinicipai and pro¬ 
vincial *cor ns, he conducted them to. tlte 
Governor’s palace. 

But wiiat fiilman force can arrest the 

• • 


torrent which has burst its baulks*? Behind 
the I\)desta came the furious masses. The 
first victims the Lombard revolution 
were the two Hungarian grenadiea*s, who 
were on guard at the Goveraor’s'palace; 
they were killed with <jaggers, their* com- 
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rades disarmed, and* the p&lace invaded by 
the multitude, who religiously respected 
private property; but all public ppperty, 

^ ' V ^ ‘ « 

as recalling an abhorred government, was 
destroyed. * ‘ » 

The timid clfcuncillors had saved them- 

I 

selves by flight, but Conte O’Donnell, the 
head of the governhient in the absence of 
the Governor, had not been able to fly like 
the rest ;• finding himself in a dangerous 

I 

predicament, his gestures expressed humi¬ 
lity, ami .this time the vocabulary of the 

4 

courtier found words to address the peojvle 
directly. *“ I wilh do rehat you wish! what 
’""fUU wish f ” 


“ JQoien with the police t a civid guards 

i • 

cried* the multitude. “ Yes,’ yoir are right, 
dou nwith the police; yes, the civic guard 
the magistrate replied trembKngly. ► “ We 
will have it written,” repliad the people, and 
the poer Conte, in an agony of fear, signed 
the following decree, which a few hours 
later was published at the municipality;— 



55 


* EVENTS IN ‘ITALY. 

^ Milan, 18^/t Marchy 1848. 

“The Vioe-president, seeing the iieces- 

• ■» 

sity of mkintaining order, authorises the 
inimicijpality to arm the civic ^uard. 

“ Coj^E O’Donnell.” 

“ The guard 6f the^ police will give up 

tlieir arms to the municipality immediately. 

% 

“ Conte O’Donnell.” 

* 

“Tli’e direction of the police is aban¬ 
doned; and the security of the city is 
cpjifided to the ipunicipality. 

“ Conte O’Donnell.” * 

The volcano *had brolcdn forth, and the 

» • • 
burning.4avaf nf insurrection spflread into. 

every quarter ♦of the’heroic city. '■^Ivery- 

wheije the popular cry rose up to Heaven, 

"'Long live Piv^ IX. Long live indepen- 

deuce and Italy! ” 

* See Xhe Last Five tfays of the Austrians in Mifaii: relation 

and rcmiAisceiiees of citizen Ifriiazio Caiitia * r 

• ® * 
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Delicate women and itender children 
were seen tearing up .the stones in the 

roads, and carrying them into their houses, 

/ 

to throw on the head^ of* their assailants. 
Some prepf^red oil, some boiling water; 
some sharpene(^ their knives, or got ready 
their fowling-pieces* somei a simple stick 
with an iron point. Hundreds of barricades 
arose in the city, while at the windows of 
the citizens waved, as on a day of rejoicing, 

ij 

the tri-coloured banner. 

The fire of musketry commenced; the 
cannon roared from the castle; the bc3>],s 

t 

of the city ^espon^ed by sounding a peal. 

Besides the tastle and the gates*of the 

% 

town, Radetzky bccupied some strong posi- 

* ^ i 

tions in the heart of the city.* SKddenly a 
detachwrent of Bohemian »infantry sur¬ 
rounded tire Broletto, where great, con¬ 
course of people were demaijdmg arms from 
the municipal magistrate. The populace was 
disperse^, and many hoi^ourable citizens 
taken * prisoners on this‘ occasion, and the 
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following night ftiey wore conducted to the 

, « 

castle, and retained there as hostages.* 

The dawn of the 19th was rainy; as yet 
% * 
the people had 'neither arm’s nor ammu¬ 
nition, but nothing# couM dapip the im¬ 
petuosity of their rage. The/neiny occupied 
the Duomo and the -contiguous piazza. 
From time to time the^iustrians discharged 

their muskets, but fortunately with small 

■ 

havoc. But frequent shots we^e fired from 
the top of the Marine Cathedral, where 
many of the Tyrolese infantry were placed. 
These were expert marksmen, whose shots 
told. But this did not intinjidate the 
couragef of the people, wh6 persevered, and 
the third day tiiey were masters of the 

I 

Duomo,tlie pistz«a,and the Viceregal palace, 
in spite of th^ artillery which de*tfended 
them^ 

The office of^the police was taken by 

* The two brothers Porro, pupils of Silvio Pellico ; tjieir cousin 
Carlo Pon*o ; Alberto de Herra; Ercole Durini ; the delegate 
Bellati ; Giaui, secretary «>f the municipality ; Manfoni, son of 
Alexander^ Dr. Peluso ; Ign^io Cantu; a !Qyambillaf an JJbicini; 
a Visconti j a Belgiojoso j I^rtis ; Qfippi^ > Appiani, Ac, Ac. • 
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assault. Search w^s madii for Toresani the • 
director, hut he'had (Jisappeftired: Conte 

4 

Bosso, the most hated of the police-staff, 

% ^ 
had also escdpcd. It was said that both 

one and th^ other liad fled from Milan the 

preceding nigh^. 

The Piazza de’ Morcanti was well guai*ded 
by cannon and troops: after a fierce con¬ 
test it was taken, as well as the Criminal 

f 

Court By. a decree of the municipality 
the political prisons were opened, and 

amidst the applause of the multitude came 

« 

forth the Marchese Villani, young Capi- 

a 

perio, the.Abbate Brambilla, the student 
Amorra, with* Sdlvioni, Bergazzi, Mavezza, 
and many others. 

Sqme ’barracks were taken, as well as the 

» It* 

stati(Ilf of the engineers.’ There a bold 
populace, careless Of the Austrian, balls, 
ventured up to the door^ and set fire to 
them;, an heroic deed for which the name 
of Pasquale Sottocorni wijl long be remem- 
bgred iif Milan. 
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There was a Ifierce combat at the bar- 

I * 

racks oS St.* Celso^ an imperial college of 

■ 

cadets. A cannon planted there made ter- 
rible havoc among the citizens, and in the 
surrounding edifices. For t^ijo days the 

I 

neighbouring houses, strucjt by the guns, 
were in a tottering state. An assault was 
determined on, and tiianks to a movable 
parapet, composed of faggots an4 other ' 
yielding materials; the assailants triumphed 
without great loss. In this encounter 
the Marchese Trivulzio was wourjded in 
the leg. 

A voice cried out, “To*St. Anh)nio!” and 

the thifd police district, ahd*the prefecture 

of the city, fell irtto the hands of the people. ^ 

From the»nce ‘they rushed to St.* Siipone, * 

*» « 

and then to the general barracks'^Of the 

$ • * ^ 
polic®. The gate wa^ partly fortified, and 

the defenders j^mounted to eight hundred 

men. They fought the whole of tljat da^ 

and the foUowipg night. The gate was 

taken and burnt. The multitnide bfok-e iryto 
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the barracks, whence the ]&olice had fled by 

a secret door. Some of these rasoals, who 

had concealed themselves in the cellars, 

were discovered, and confined with the 

« 

other prisovers. • « 

r * 

On the 20tk, at one o’clock p.m., the 

I 

municipality, presemdng its ancient name, 
constituted itself intb a provisional govern¬ 
ment, , and on the same day it issued a 
series of pcvpljntionary decrees; and several 
subaltern committees were named to watch 

over personal security, the supplies of the 

« 

city, finances, war, and the public dcfeitv^c. 
At the same time the desired decree was 

issued for th*e organisation of the civic 

♦ * * 

guard in the several parishes. 

The eftizens from twenty 'to sixty years 

t *•* 

of agd^enrollcd themselves ‘with emulation 

* • • * 4 

on the parochial li^ts. Anns; though in¬ 
sufficient for their wants^were furnished 
from tUe soldiers that had been captured, 

and from the conquered barracks; and 

< 

here 4n'honour of truth it must ho said. 
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that in the rankfe of ovr combatants were 
seen some ^endarjnes, tiie fine corps of 
firemen, and all the finance guard, besides 

S * 

the Italian soldiel-s Who, as they went out 
of the castle, came o«v^er to us ^ngly. 

In spite of the heroism ,^f the citizens, 
the city became* a field of battle, where 
balls, shells, and missiles of every calibre 

fell on all sides, and rendered our condition 

« 

desperate. The necessity of foreign assist¬ 
ance was urgent, and a proclamation was 
thrown from the wall, drawn lyj-in the 
following terms :-r- 

To^ilie Cities and Communes of the 

Xomhardo- Venetian Kingdom. 

% 

* ♦ 

“ Milan^ fof‘two days victorious,., but 

• 

almost without * arms, is surrounded by 

. » 

humlijed,* bik still foriliidable soldiers. 

“ We throw tljis page from the walls to 
call on all the cities and communes lo ann, 
and immediately to fomi a civic-guard, 

meeting in the parishes, as has been* done 

% • 
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in Milan, and organised in companies of 

• I 

fifty men each, from, whom a'captain 
and a purveyor should be elected, to 

hasten wherever the* necessity of defence 

« 

demands.” 

Other proclamations were spread about 
by means of ballodns, launched by the 
war oommittee. One of these was as 

I 

follows:— . 


“ Brothers! Fortune smiles on us. 

» 

Austria vanquished, stiH maintains hsr 

footing only in the castle and from the 

bastions. Ilakch hither! Let a‘gate of 

• • * 

the city be taken betw'een t^Vo fires; 
united we shall conquer.” 


The Croats who guarded ttie 'bastions, 
seeing with wonder thcise flying mes¬ 
sengers, directed a useless fire of musketry 
against'thera. Some of these balloons fell 
biyoild the S\viss^ confines, others t)n the 
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" Sardinian territories, and in those of 

Piacenza. ’i*he people were everywhere 

* 

aroused, and thousands of citizens, headed 
by students in medicine, by ecclesiastics, 
by financiers, hastily advanced towards 
Milan. From the tops o? the steeples 
might be seen, here *and there, troops 
passing the fields and* rice grounds, while 
otlicr bodies were thrown out on the 
roads, and attacked the Austrian cavaliers 
who w ere wandering in the fields, with the 
fire of their fowling-pieees. Fivejiundred 
men came to us from Italian Switzerland ; 
joined to the mountaineers of the Lake of 
Como aud to the youths of Comasia, they 
made 1200 Croats prisoners. Spreading 
revolt on, their road, and fighting again at 

' 4 

Monza, they reached our walls on' the 

. i 

north «side, Vhcre they encountered two 
other columns; ^onc of these had taken 
thirty prisoners at Varese, the other came^ 
from the shores o][,Lake Maggiore. Another 

• j 

column* was moving from the banks of 
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♦ 


the Po. One of their leaders, Signor 
Gui, was killed under the bastions, and 

I 

Trabuchi, the father of a fainily, a poor 
but honourable man, whs taken on this 

occasion, qnd basel^^ shot at Lodi. A 

« 

committee of vwar, constituted at Lecco, 
established a military organisation in the 
Valteline, the Valsassine, and in Brianza. 
Bergamo sent some hundreds of its citizens 
and its mountaineers. Girolamo Borgazzi, 
inspector of the railroad of Monza, came 

with liopo men the following day; he 

% 

penetrated into Milan to ask instnictic^s 
from the ,war committee, and it was con¬ 
certed that oh the 4th day, a double assault 

« * * 

. should be made against the bastions of the 

V ^ cu 

i * 

* gat(i Tosa, near the railroad to'Venice, at 

ten ih the evening. But this valiant man, 

^ * 

having got out of the city, and*' put himself 
at the head of his colupin, to carry the 
orders,, he had received into elfect, was 

mortally wounded by a gullet. 

( 

. While a brave people were thus ^ghting 
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for their franchise's and tlieir independence, 

the more intihlligent part were labouring 

% 

to find means to finish the unequal conflict 

% * 

happily. The astronomers made observa¬ 
tions on the steeple tops, and,,with their 

t 

telescopes spied the movements of the 
enemy, and every hour rendered an account 
of them to the war committee. Ingenious 

artifices were used to make cannon of 

$ 

wood, strengthened with hoQps of iron, 
and capable of withstanding' a certain 
number of discharges. The chemijjts pro- 
])ared gunpowder and gun cotton. Others 
melted lead for balls, atid others were 
employed in preparing cartridges. Nor 

t X 

did they-fail to pick up the projectiles 

V ^ 

which the 'enemy had sent them, amon^ 

which were found many large medals, with 

» ^ 

the effigy of ^Pius IX. oti them, this time 
an emblem of sacrilegious irony.* 

During this time, an inn-keeper .from 

« * 

Soe the Insurrection of MSan in by Chas. (^ittaneo* 


Vi^L K 
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on 

Corsica, twice over 'the walls in the* 

* I 

midst of the Austrian* ballsAo bring news 

« 

to the municipality. Antonio L-, whom 

we wished to dissuade 'from too perilous 

« 

enterprise^, answered with a bold heart, 
‘‘ Balls do ncft touch those who carry on 

f 

their foreheads the name of Pius IX.” 
One of our ladies* disarmed three police 
agents; another killed as many Croats; 
nor was'sUe ,tlie only one v ho distinguished 
herself by' firing off a gun or a carbine. 
Beardless boys wrenched their bayonets 

4 

from more than one soldier! Such t^vas 

i 

the cowirdice *of ,thc barbarians, who 

resisted the InsiiiTfction. At the Carrobbio, 

a citizen, wholiad lost hiS right hand in the 
< * 

<‘ombat, was seen to disfchargc his gun 

ft «■ ‘ 

with, the left hand : one (5f his companions 

t « 

charged it for him'; and he fired it^repeat- 
edly with wonderful .perseverance. A 
young man who was the first to enter the 
Vice-<*egal palace, shouting “ Vim V Italia ! ” 
,was struck ’by fifteeil balls; whea alpiost 
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cold, tliis licroic youtli .still murmured, 

“ Viva ^ItatiaT A dying man wrote on 
the walls wdtli his own blood, “ Courage, 

i « I 

l>rolheri(! ”—and expired. 

Ability and valour were nct^ the only 
ornaments of our peojde. * The 
shown in Milan duriifg these days was 
universal. In many liouses, the wounded 
w'cre collected, and expert doctors and 

surgeons gave them every soi»t 'of succour 

» 

and assistance. Ladies of all ages pre¬ 
pared lint and bandages. The rich tlistri- 
buted bread and wine gratuitously to the 

poor. The denominations of patricians 

% 

and peojile, so senseless in modern times, 
disappeared, and'with them the prids of 

the one, 'iind* the envy of the otlTcTT 

’* ** » * 

During five d^ys, INIilan presented a 
spectaoie Avhi^h was Avorthy of the angels, 
and too beautiful.for men ! It Avas truly a 
city of friends and brothers! And the 
good Milanese, after beating the Austrians 
and , the Croats, safuted ^ them too Avith* 

few ^ 
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the appellation of brothers: if naked they 

4 

clothed them, if hungry they fed'tlioni, if 
wounded they were placed under the 
loving care of the sublime city. Their 
hostages ypore guests. Among the nume¬ 
rous examplcs*^of humanity and moderation 
which we might cite, we will limit ourselves 
to one. 

The family of Baron Torresani Lanzen- 
feld, head ‘ of the police, remained in our 

f 

power. This family was treated with the 

most ‘delicate consideration. Conte Bolza, 

■. 

a noted tool of the police, liad not ^hc- 
ceeded ift escaping: Jie hid himself in a 
hay-loft, like a wolf pursued by^’liunters. 

I 

He . was dragged from thence by another 
'Of'^these bailiffs,^ '^\;ho had ’ discovered the 
secret' of his concealment. The crowd 

* i 

wanted to tear him to pieces. A** brave- 
hearted man said to tlmm, “If in these 
circumstances you kill him, you will per¬ 
form *a just act; if yo« do not kill him, 
•you will have performed a holy action ; ” 
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’ and this magnanimous’pnople touched not 

% 

a liair ^.tlie iicad of this wretch, who 
deserved the severest treatm^t. It was 
ail iiicontestahle fact that our people were 
as generous as they were terrible^ jii combat, 
—only too generous in victory ! 


On the 22nd March, the municipality 

published the following proclamation;— 

• • 

» 

“ The armistice offered by the enemy 
has licon refused by us, at the instance of 
th^ peo}de, who’wish, to continue the 
combat. Let us tlujn fi^ht on*Avith the 
same eSurage that has made you con¬ 
querors In the 'struggle these last four 
days, amh^ill still enaWe you to conque*^ 
“ Citizens ! mdet this last assault of your 

• 41 , ® 

opiiresftors w\th steady’firmness, and with 
that confidence .•which results from the 


certainty of triumph. 

“ The country sesponds festively to the 
uproar tif bombs an’d caiyions; the en’emj^ 
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sees* tliat we can" combat joyfully, and 
cheerfully die. 

“ The country adopts the children of 
those -who are killed in battle, and secures 
to the wouvided gratitude and subsistence. 

I 

“ Citizens! this annoujiceinent is made 
by the undersigned, who form a provi¬ 
sional government, which was rendered 
necessary by imperative circunvstances, 
and by tlie vote of the combatants^. They 
arc thus jn’oclaimed: Casati (President), 
Vitaliauo P)Orromeo, Giuseppe Durini, Pom- 
peo Litta, Gaetano* StrigMli, Cesarc GiuSiii, 
Antonio iJeretta, Marco Greppi, Alessandro 

t • 

Porro. • “Cesare ConuENTi, 


y » 

» t 

• * * 

""'^ome points of. the city were still not 
taken. The palace of Radetzky was at¬ 
tacked and taken. The soldiers -vVlio de¬ 
fended it were disarmed*, but their lives 
were sjjared. The plate and precious fur- 

iiiture/vere banded ovef to the provisional 

• * . * 

*£rovernmcnt, in «rder,to be sold'for the 
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•profit of the poor. The military iintipLirm 
of the IM^shal M^as fastened on a pole, and 

hoisted in the Piazza BoVromeo; his swor<h 

% • • 

—that famous sword which was to break 

* 

the insnrreetion like* fragile glass,—was 

sent to the war committee, while the more 

massive furniture was •employed to form 

barricades, togctlier Avith the sumptuous 

carriage's of the imperial court, di-aggud for 

this purpose from the church of* St. Gio- 
* ♦ 

A^anni, in Como, Avhere they AA'cre kept, and 
transported to the piagaziiies. • • 

\)n the morning’of thc.2:^iid, the principal 
military post surrandered, th^rngh the 

I 

cannon halls fired from thence committed 
great haA*oc on the Iiouses in the stre<st of 
Biera and*t)rsoVand sciiiie CA^en rcached--Arr 

far as the corner of St. CiioA’anni and the 

* ^ 

Case l^otte 

One after anotlier, the barracks of St. 
l^iamesco and St. Vittor Grande » aa ere 
furiously assaulted and taken, aftef being 
defond(?d AAuth d^speri^^o valour. 'Tlie 


I 
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milifary hospital, of St. Ambrof^io also fell 

r 

into the hands of the victorious people, 
who were prodigal of care and pity to the 

* t < 

541 sick and wounded there assembled. 
By the patr^rnal solicitude of the Marshal, 
these poor soldiers had remained four days 
without a drop ol brotli or a morsel of 
bread. 

Austria, expelled from the lieai't of the 

city, no’vt only defended the castle and the 

\ 

bastions. It w^as necessary to drive them 

from ike bastions and make ourselves 

masters of one of the gates, and thus open 

a comminiication beteveen the towm and 

1 * ^ 

the country. A band of valorous youths, 
led . by Luciano Manure, succeeded in 
‘"gt^ing possession pf the gate Tosa, which 
was dcfeijded by 2000 men and seven guns. 

Not long after, our country peasants, 
seconded by the citizen^,, forced the gate 
Camasine. It was then that the Marshal 
(to wdlom the hostile iptsentions of Charles 
Albert, and !he fpry gf the Ihedniontese 
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’ soldiers, and their impatience to measure 
their stStn^th witl> the enemies of Italy, 

were not unknown) decided oi\ saving the 

• • • * 

army which was hampered and liiimiliated. 


and going off to the fortress of ^lincio. 

Radetzky raised his camj) towards the 
dusk of the evening, and to conceal his 


i*etrogrado movement, lie had all his artil¬ 


lery (cQusisting of sixty guns) incessantly 


shifted from place to place,, and fired 

f 

against several houses at tiie extreme 


l)oints of the city. ^ A spectacle ofisiihlime 
ei^or was then seen ! The burning edifices 

f 

sent forth a sinister J.ight. In oi>e moment 

an immense column qf fire rose up. from 

» ♦ 

the castle. It *seeins that the Austrians 
set fire tt> a ’ great mass of straw ipid- - 
hay, carriages, find all sorts of hdusMiold 
articl(?s, in \)rder to consume tlieir dead 


bodies, and thus conceal tlie humiliating 
proof of their immense losses. 

While the thiwder of the cannon and 

• a 

the light of the fire attrictcd* the altentiou 
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of the citizens, the imperial arm}^ pre-' 
cipitating their movements/fled ^"^throiigli 
the bastion^ road; but the Milanese rifles 
were on the watch, and this time tliore 
was no neofl to spar4 their fire, for 48,0(U) 

pounds of pouter had been found in the 

0 

barracks of the InCoronata. With the aid 
of the country pcopl'e, no respite was given 
to the fugitives; only from time tp time, 
when tlie , enemy pressed on them too 
closely, the Austrians stopped for an instant, 
and responded by a discharge: a cordon of 
innumerable muslcets foiTned a semicircle 

t 

of fire round tlie cit 3 ;, where the hells of 
seventy belfries *did;iot cease to ring. 

The flying army dragged alon^ with it 

♦ 

artillery, the wounded, twd* hundred 

‘ V • 

families' of the officers, both civil and mili- 

' * 

tary, several hostages, who \fere e::\posed 
to most barbarous treatinent, and some 
thousand Italian soldiers. Sjmiptoms of 
wavering and hesitation* appeared among 

I 

these imfortunat^ men, till the cannons 
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’were pointed a’gainst. them and tjicir 
officers, ^nd ^he word was given—“ Ger¬ 
mans ! forward, or deatti!” The fugitives 
had every species of dlistacle to overcome, 
and it took them mdre than eight hours 
to get out of tlie biirniiif^ circle which 
enveloped them. At Inst Radetzky was 
gone. These five day^ had cost him not 
fewer than 5000 men. For the serwee of 
seventy guns scarcely five ji^iillery-nien 
remained. So low was the proud old man 
fallen, who in the beginning of thij.insur- 
reVion had behaved with a violence 
worthy of an Attila, and who, ifoiir days 

before, flad threatened, to break the spirit 

« « 

of revolt'with bo’inbs and bullets ! . 

• » 

A volufUc niould not be space enouglt 
to register all the atrocities committe^d by 
the enraged^ Austrians, during those five 
da^^s: let a fe’sy* examples suffice. 

A group of eight children were* found 
who had been cBushed against the walls. 


^ S^e CattariJeo. 
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tlirq^wn on the ground, and trodden under¬ 
foot; two were found *shut up hr*a chest; 
two burnt ^yith aquafortis; another, S})iked 
on a bayonet, was fastened to a tree, 
where tliq, poor child struggled in vain 
agonies before'the eyes of its inotlier ! A 

sucking babe (by a jest worthy of a can- 

\ 

nibal) was throAvn on tlie lireasts of its 

mother’s corpse; another was cut \n two, 

and thedialyes tied together with its own 

bowels. Five heads, cut from their tender 

tnink s,..were placed under the eyes of the 

innocent parents. ^ An unborn child Ai^as 

torn from the mate;;nal womb by these 

vile wrctcheA ’ In ^the pocket of* a Croat 

■* • 

prisoner were found twb feinalte hands, 

t 

-■loaded with rings; and maily uvimen were 

t ► 

depiived of their eyes, tongues, hands, and 

feet. The monst(?rs first fiolated, and 

then killed them with*^ their bayonets. 

Some.were burnt alive; others buried 

alive in ditches and wells; others covered 

« 

jvith pitch and tortured with fire.- Eight 
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'bodies were found burnt in an inn at.the 

% • 

Porte Tdsa^; ds many in another inn at 
the Porte Vercellina; ten wcri) seen in a 
small room at th*e Poftc Ticinese, horribly 

mutilated and manglhd: tlie gr^at efforts 

• » 

made by one poor w'oman tb save herself 

through the chimney, ^till appeared. I 

# 

pass over the assassinations in houses, in 
beds, in hiding places. One nmi> was 
compelled to kneel on the bjoody corpse 
of his {)rotIier, and there stabbed. Two 

imfortiinatc men, father and sou^ were 

* 

Sliced together tc* a tree on the ramparts ; 
a child of Mario IleHoni was burnt; a son 

and a tirothor of Giyvahni* Piotti were 

* » 

killed. But lot *us throw a veil over the 
abominabfe dchds of the flying enemy; the 
mind can ill enchire the atrocious speclacle 

A 

of sucli wncl«jd carnagd !* 

On the 23rd of March the war commit¬ 
tee published the following edict:— 


* Sec Canft. 
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"‘ Five (lays are,past, and Milan has no 
longer an enemy Avitkiii liel* wall's. Com¬ 
batants ayrive with eagerness from all 
sides, and it has become necessary to or¬ 
ganize, and form them into legions. Hence- 

a 

forward courage alone will not suffice. We 


must with art pursue in open campaign 
an enemy uho possesses all the advantages 
to be drawn from cavalry, artilffiry, and 
the facility, of moving his forces. Let us, 
therefore, organize ourselves in two divi¬ 
sions^ Jet one remain to defend tlie city 

« 

with barricades and every sort of arnfs; 
let the otfier, providecl with fire-arms, sup¬ 
ported by cftvalryjf possible, aifd flying 

artillery, go bolSl y withotlt the a\^i11s, and, 

"" * 

^adding valour to activity‘and*^.precision, 

V 

pur^e- the flying enemy from j)lace to 


place, restrain their rapine, *refard their 

flight, and prevent their deliverance. 

“ A§ the object of this division must be, 

as sociu as possible, to ij^ach the summits 

« 

of tlie‘Alps and the frontiers, which the 

• 4 . 
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finger of God has pointed out fi-oni the 
bcginniKg of^all ages as the boundary of 
Italy, we will name tl*em: Fjrst Legion, 
Army the Fro%tier% Army of the Alps. 

“ The defenders of* tile city we Avill call 

• • 

the Second Legion, and, tliart we may con- 
form to the example of our brothers, and 
eom])lete a great Italiaii institution, wo 
will call them also the Civic Guard .. 

“ Brave men, who from ne^libwuring or 
distant* lands have run to our aid, join 
yourselves either to the army o^^to the 

g«ard, according our imperfect position 

• • 

may reipiire, but unite and orgjpiize, and 
obey fFaternal commands.* Your com¬ 
manders shall be elected *by yourselves. 
Let us then ‘ Viva the Army of the 

Alps ! Viva the Guard of the City !’* 

“*The War Committee: 

“ GIOHGTO CLERTCI. 
CATANEO CARNEtALI," 

«<-TERRE'IiTl. 

. « POMl’EO LITTA. • 
*“GIlI^IO fhRZAGLll.* 

' « CERNUSELIE LISSOJSE.” 
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Many of the di^perscct soldiers of the 

routed army were taken prisoners. The 

main body followed by the volunteers 

of Milan, of Como, of Ledca, and 6f Italian 

Switzerland. After dispersing the country 

0 • 

people who defended the bridge of Marig- 
nano, it passed the Larabro, and moved 
towards Lodi. 

Thmgs being in this state, all felt the 

f 

necessity Qf ^ securing the city against a 
surprise from any (piarter; a bodj^ of the 
citizens was ajjpointed to keep guard night 
and day on the circuit of the bastions, Imd 
to send ojiit patrols on all the roads. A 
corps of 100 “Brtscians, a hue valiiint peo¬ 
ple, offered themselves as scouts f a third 

corps was expedited towards MeIr.o, in con- 

« 

sequbnee of information that many Croat 

» 

were wandering dispersed aboiut the; fields, 
and that there was some ^artillery sunk in 

t 

the rice grounds. A band of engineers was 

appointed to fortify the ipOat at convenient 

« 

joints of th© Milanese Agao, avoiding as 
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much as possible all unnecessary injury, 
either to private property or public 
thoroughfares. • # 

On this same 23rd of March, the citizens 

were summoned to 'enter into the civic 

• • 

guard, reserved for the dcfeTice of the city, 
or to enrol themselves in the movable 
column, destined to fctllow the Barbarians 
to the ^ Alps. All the horses whioii had 
been taken from the enemy.A^^ere got to¬ 
gether, with all those whicli had been offered 
by the patriotism of the citizens, ia order 
tb, create, as speedily as possible, a regi¬ 
ment of cavalry, ^gnor C- 9 a mathe¬ 

matician, and formerly a soldier under 

• • 

Napoleon, opendd a special enrolmci\t for 
the artillery 'and Avaggoii trains, under¬ 
taking to teach'all that belonged to T:hose 
two branches of the afmy. Signor Monte- 
merli instructed our infantry; and for 
this purpose he had the French military 
regulations printed in Milan. The ^nanu- 
faefure of poAvder AA^as organisecl ©n a 


TOL, I. 
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widcy scale. All the ohjects of military 
armament and equipmciitr •which had 
fallen into private' hands, were placed in 
public magazines. ! 

On the 2i)th of Mhrch, the provisional 

V 

government elected, as Captain-General of 
our military force, General Teodoro Lecchi. 

t 

To Manare and Arcioni, •who •were at Tro- 
Yoglio; with their columns, burning with 
impatience,r orders were sent to inarch 
against the* enemy. On the morning of 
the 28t^i, the rear-guard of Radetzky went 
out of Crema. Manare* and Arcioni on- 

I 

tered it, and were the first to pass the 
Serio, the Oglio’, ai^d the Chiave." A few 

% ft 

day^ sufficed for these brave meirto reach 

% 

Salo, and surprise the AusMans«.Avho hav¬ 
ing arilved there at night were supping 

« * * 

joyfully, after having levied a? war contri¬ 
bution on the to'wn. Having embarked in 
boats tailedjrlroscaji, on the Lake of Garda, 
they disembarked at Dessenzano. Thence, 

i c 

in a fc-vv days; th^y passed the lake^ th^ew 
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themselves between Leschiera and Verona, 
and made tlielnselves masters of 500 bar- 
rels of powder, under the cannion of the 
enemy.* 

The Lake of Garda* is the bqundary of 
Lombai’dy. The Lombards Jberefree I f 

* Sec Cattaneo. • 

+ This chapter was written liy all illustrious martyr of Italian 
imlependenoG, a native of Mtlaiii who combated during tliose five 
memorable ^nys. 
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.CHAPTER V.+ 

REVOLUTION IN VENICE, MARCH 22nD, ]SJ.8, 

The result of the* celebrated battle of 
Austerlitz, gained by Napoleon over the 
Austrians, was to place all the ancient 
possessions of the Venetian republic in 
his poNver. 

The conqueror not only made himself be 
pardoned"for the base bargain he made of 
the Venetian pcpid® in the treaty of Campo 
Formio; he even gained their hearts, 
by giving them new ins’litutio'ns, vdiich 

applied alike to all classes, and excluding 

* ^ $ 

the privileges of caste, opened the way to 
merit alone. Protection -was accorded to 
the arts. New roads were opened for the 
extension of commerce, which received 

This chapter has been written by a Venetian Colonel on my 

staff. 
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frc'sli stimulus by mean'fe ©f liberal rc^ula- 

i 

tioiis and freedom from the chains which 


liad liithcrto fettered it. By^he prcsti*,^ 
of so many victoriesj fortune seemed to 
be for ever liound to the car of’the victor. 


Finally, h^’- his pojverful voice, he roused the 

t 

aspirations after glory, neveu quite extin- 
guished in Italian breasts, and in *the 

campaigns in Spain and Russia, the Italian 

# 

arms reaped no perishable glflry. 

After being long accustomed to a humi¬ 
liating thraldom, • the Venetian people, 

^ • 

roused as it were to new life, felt all tlie 


grandeur which fate was preparing for 

them. Proud of their o\Yii dignity^ they 

saw in the foupdation of the new kingdom 

of Italy, in their very name, in their army, 

. • • 
in their navy, in thoiE tribunals and ad¬ 


ministrations, and in their ministry, if not 


yet perfect independence, because they 
were ruled by the same hand which guided 
so many other nations, yet a futiye cer¬ 
tainty bf acquiring it. » 
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Thus during aight years Venice was 

« ' 

nourished with something more than tlie 

1 

mere bread of life. 

When the colossal power which had 
redeemed'it fell, the potentates who sin¬ 
cerely desired peace, and who had pro- 

« 

claimed the statu quo ante helium, found 

c 

that perfect quiet was not to be hoped 
for, so long as the people who had Torined 
a part of thb kingdom of Italy, and who 
in the division of the spoils fell to the 
share of Austria, wcj'O governed neither 

j 

k 

constitutionally nor independently. 

The kings in their** congress had defini¬ 
tively ceded to<' Austria the Venetian and 

I 

Lombard provinces which her armies 

» * I j 

already occupied; • but this ne^v govern¬ 
ment was^to be established on an indepen¬ 
dent and constitutional basis.' 

The Austrian governnrent, faithful to 
the letter, but not to the spirit of its 

it i 

promisp, promulgated-on the 7th April, 

• ^ 

1815, the Imperial Patent which ‘ consti- 
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tuted the new Lombairdp-Venetian Jcing- 
doiii, witrli.a communal administration in 
every commune, a provincial i?ongregation 
for every province, and two central con¬ 
gregations sitting, one at MiHn for the 
Lombard provinces, the otTier in Venice 
for the Venetian, witli viegroys residing 
ill Milan and Venice,‘and depending only 
on the Imperial court. The elbctoral 
system^ was set on foot by the choice of 
members for the communal, as w^cll as 
for the provincial.and central dejmtation. 
TIkj special office of the congregations was 
to represent to tho» Sovereign wants, 
the desires, the 'petiilom oftlie nation, in all 
the branches qf^piiblic administration^ 
Literacy works, not proscribed, were 
referred to the censQi’ship. SucTi w^cre 

• 4 " * • 

Inquiries into State affairs in general, and 
in all their branches; Discovery of errors or 
defects; Proposals for ameliorations, Sf\c., 
even if the opinion^ of the author icere not 
those of the governmsnt. 
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By^ these regulations, his Imperial 
Majesty desired that the government of 
the kingdoAl should be truly Italian, and 
conformable to the characters and disposi¬ 
tion of thes Italian people. 

How were these Imperial w^ords and 
promises fulfilled ? 

The first and most lucrative offices in 
the kingdom were in the beginning con¬ 
ferred on strangers, under the pretext of 
initiating the Italians into the new 
methods of government, and ever after 

A 

continued in their hands, without any 

scruple or pretext whatever. A little hater, 

» . 

the posts of secoiulary importance were 
also giycn to foreigners, aiid gradually all, 
even to the lowest, w^ere filled by Germans. 

This system filled the Italians who 
belonged to the administration with 
despair. They saw by degrees every door 
to advancement shut on themselves and 
on their sons, bptli in the administrative 

f- '' 

and judicial line. « . , 
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The examples were not few of German 
judges, wiip, being ignorant of the lan¬ 
guage, were accompamed hy/ an inter¬ 
preter. ‘ihus property, which so often 
depends on the right meaning a single 
word, was abandoned to the discretion of 
the ignorant. ’ 

In the military line! matters were still 
worse; .the remains of the valorous Italian 
army were dispersed among regiments of 
Avhich the su})crior officers were Germans, 
and the Italians jningled with German 
troops. Thus Italy sa\v the remnants of 

her recent glory dissolved, ai'id extin- 

• • 

guished in Germany. • True it was, that 
the Italfan levies formed separate^ regi¬ 
ments ; blit as'it is also true that almost 

all the officers ‘were Germans, and *that 

• •• 

the Ifalian* officers were transferred to 
German regiments, and by degrees placed 
on the retired list, it was very rarefy that 
any Italian attained the rank of general, 
or having attained jt, kept it long. 
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E?/en the nav^ was infested by foreign¬ 
ers, and places in the nava*l cplteges were 

given in i^eference to foreigners. These 

» • 

institutions were Italian, but ** were, re¬ 
modelled t according *to the Austrian sys¬ 
tem, and the * naval officers were chosen 
from it. ^ 

Thus the career of arms, so brilliant in 
past ^ges, became closed to the .sons of 
Italy. ' • c 

The funded tax was preserved in the 

same iwoportion as at t]ie fall of Napoleon, 

♦ 

that is to say, as in a time of active war, 
Avhen doVible sacrifices were demanded. 

4 

The resources ,of property were consumed 
to the.dctriment of agricultural industry ; 

4 * 

the due end of legislation* was* frustrated 
by the* rjiinute subdivisibn of all large 

* I * 

properties, which was the coflfsequ6nce of 
the changes made in the Jaws of inherit¬ 
ance, and of the prohibition of entails. 

Les^ of the national' wealth was con- 
sumbd in th'e kingdorp than was- taken 
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out of it to pay the Austrian authorities, 

and to h'eal, in part, the wounds of that 

• # 

country. . 

The unecpial percejition of the taxes, 

t 

arising from tbc want of a regiiiar census, 
which 'want cop,tinued to the end, after 
augmenting the numher of §mall proprie¬ 
tors, reduced them to misery. 

Public credit Avas diminished by tlie 
sale of ^ the properties whidi w*ere the 
guarantees of the State Bank, by an 
additional charge made on the bank, and 
by tin unlimited issue of new paper money. 
The traders from ttie German^provinces 

were protected and ftivouj’cd, especially 

* * * 

those of Trieste, which lies opposite Venice, 
and whifficr a number of Hungarians 

resorted. 

m 

Liberty oT speech and liberty of the 
press were illuscry; they were fettered by 
secret machinations. Personal safety, con¬ 
sequently, w^as nqt more secure.^' The 
disci’cttonal po'sver £)f the police was ’ever 
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ready to inculpate' individuals for any act 

4 

or word. 

The secret criminal inquisition proceeded 
by way of accusations without defence, 
conducted by the same judge who pro- 

I 

nounced either condemnation or accpiittal. 

The deterpiinafions of the communal 
councils on the management of their o^yIl 
funds were almost always rendered vain 
by the veto of the tutelary government, 
which, under pretence of talcing care of it, 
poured their treasure into the money-chest 
of the State, and never restored it. Loans 
were made to the psor communes for ex- 

I ’ 

ponses which flicy were unable to defray, 

^ I 

but they were bound to repay them faith- 
fully at the appointed time. 'All were 
loaded w;ith obligations which had pre- 

i » 

viously been met by the State*I 

The provincial and central congregations, 
by diht of restrictions, were reduced to 
mere Torms. 

Though the 37icerpy was ultimaH:ely 
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dependent on Vienna, he never rendered an 
account of the' expenditure of the public 
monies, such as Napoleon required while 
the kingdJj^m of Italy 1/isted. 

Thus were fulfilled the proqjises con¬ 
tained in the Patent of the* 7th of April, 
1815; and thus by degrees did the con- 
stitutional LombardoiVenetian kingdom 
become^ de})endent on the pleasure of 
Austria. 

This unhappy condition, which ever pro¬ 
gressed from bad to worse, lasted never- 
tTicdess thirty-two years,^ putting the people 
to double trials. , ^ 


The acute French nation'were w'ell aware 
of tliis sttite of things, but it suited their 
views to ‘let iftatters go on as they were, 


well knowing tlmt hatred always dhsfroys 
its own instruments. ' 


Finally, G. Butt*. Mazzari, a central de¬ 
puty of Lombardy, first gave the alarm, by 
inciting the central congregation hi liis 
report of the 9th bf December, 1847, to 
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apply itself to allaying- the open discontent 
of the population, by nominating a com¬ 
mission froVn its body which should inquire 
into the means of establishing^ a gooa 
understanding bctwefeu tlie administrators 
and the governed, and tlius remove the 
peril of a fatal «collision. The Viceroy 
approved this comn.issioii. 

In Venice, in imitation of Lombardy, the 
advocate Pancile Manin made a similar 
motion in the central congregation on the 
21st of December, specially demanding 
public trials, oaths, and other reforms, par¬ 
ticularly j.n criminal^cases; and on the 
28th, the proviifcial^ deputy GianiDatt® Mo- 
rosini made an exhortation to tlie people 
of the province to which hJ belonged, and 

succeeded in carrying a resolution, tliat it 

** * » 

would be disgraceful that a demand for 
reform should emanate M’om any other 
body than that of the representatives of 
the pinovinces. 

On ^le following day, the 29th, several 
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individuals, all Tielongijig^ to the liij^lier 
classes of jtlie nobility with one only excep- 
tion, went to solicit tlfe miiniUpality of 
Venice to persuade tl^e central committee 
of Venice to unite aild agree w|th Lom¬ 
bard}' ill its labours; and oil the SOth of 
December, the niunicipaiity addressed to 
the central committee a pra 3 Tr to the 

desired effect. 

« 

On the same day, Nicolo Tomasee read a 
discourse to the Athenseum of Venice, on 
the abuses of the censorship, which were 
'iif (jontravention of the Patent; and he 
invited the individuals present to sign a 
petition iRir the restriction' of the censor- 
ship, at the same time inviting other citi¬ 
zens to peiitiof^^ against other abuses, in 

the same manner as the literati haiJ d!bne 

• •• 

in the cause «f letters. * Not satisfied with 
this, he sent his discourse and the petition 
to the minister Kiibek. 

\ 

^ * 

On the 14th of •January, the advocate 

Ave^ni.‘presented to tin; central congre- 
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gation a pai^er, jn which he stitnulatcd it to 
demand from the Sovereigh^the concessions 
granted by the Patent, and those which 
the times required. 

s 

All th ese acts were legally performed, 
and tlie petitioners were within the strict 
limits of the sovereign Patent. 

Finally, also, thO Venetian central com¬ 
mittee, after secretly ascertaining ^he wish 
of the goYernmcnt, named a commission 

t 

to collect and transmit the complaints of 
the people. 

When all these demands for reform be- 

■ 

came public, there ajose a deep fermenta¬ 
tion. The police thought to puf a stop to 
it by terror. In the night of* the 18th 
January, 1848, they arreii\ed ‘Manin and 


Tomaseq. They found in Man in’s house a 
circular to the Bishops, wliich he was 
copying. ^ 

During thq,night, writings were put up 
on the walls saluting ^ius IX. as the 

^ I 

saviour of Italy. ^ In yain the police effaced 
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them the following day ] the same inscrip¬ 
tions were repeated the succeeding nights, 
and always longer»and more vqjried. 

Even in the theatres liberal demonstra¬ 
tions were made. Meetings wer^g held in 
the public piazz^ amid shouts and voci¬ 
ferations. 

The arrests which took place from time 

to time.did not quell the excitement. ’Then 

recourse was had to arms, and tlie lower 

people were driven away, at first with 

the bayonet, and .on the following day 

wese fired on from a short distance. The 

Venetian people were unarmed. They 

1 • • 

pulled up stones, and .breaking them, at¬ 
tacked in their turn, and then ran op the 
soldiers aifd seized the ba^mnets from their 

guns. Children* of ten or twelve* years 

# ^ 

old were conspicuous in these encounters; 
they beat a waltz under the very fire. The 
wounded bound up their wounds, add re¬ 
turned to the attack. There were 'some 

• i • 

both wounded and^killad, an earnest of 
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what they were capable of doing, and of 
what they afterwards eifected, and a 
lasting exapiple of niagHanimity and devo¬ 
tion to the cause of. emancipation. From 

• • 

the piazza the people ran towards the 
streets, knocking at the doors, which were 
opened to let thenl mount to the roofs, in 
order to crush in the narrow and tortuous 
streets any soldiers who should .venture 
there. 

In the mean time a system of defence 

sprang up as if it hp-d been organised. 

Bridges were desigpatecf to be cut througli, 

so as to divide and weaken the troops. 

< * % 

These event§ changed the counsels of the 

govei:ninent; they tried Blandishments to 

let the popular fury pass, and {irevent its 

spreading. 

For some days news had'reached the 
merchants that a constitution was pub¬ 
lished at Trieste. 

On the same evening, two hours after 
sunSet, a steam-boat o^ Lloyd’s landed with 
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despatches for the goverament, and *(j()od 
news was "ajinouiiced to the people assem¬ 
bled in the piazza.* At this notice, all ran 
under the balcony of the governor, calling 
loudly for the ;iews. The Gover^ior Pallfy 
appeared irt the ^alcony, and said that he 
had received advice from tliQ Governor of 
Trieste, that the conkitution had been 
proclaimed there, and he added that he 
hoped it would soon come to Venice. The 
people gave themselves np to rejoicing. 
On the following day the portrait of tlic 
Pontiff, crowned w'ith a garland, was taken 
to the piazza, and •the passers-by were 

compelled to uncover their, heads before it; 

• • 

the theatre, hitlierto deserted, was*filled 

that evening, and a tricoloured flag >\'as 

• ♦ 

hoisted from flie balcony, wJiich the 

• • 

government* with the aid of the troops 
forced down. 

The arrival of the desired constilution 
was retarded, and^ this delay miglit be 
attributed to its ha'tting Ifeeii,According to 
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the usual course, transiuitted in the first 

% 

place to tho Vicero^y at Milan. Thus things 
went on till the 17tlf of' March, when the 

' « j 

people, unable to contain themselves any 
longer, cl^cid^d on liberating Manin and 
Tomaseo. 

The Governor, intimidated, sent orders 

i 

to the police; but already the people had 

c 

reached the prison. They forced the doors, 
and bore their champions on their shoul¬ 
ders to the piazza. 

Manin made a long discourse under the 
windows of the Governor, who, partly 
alarmed and partly "‘UTitated, made him 
signs to go away; but he persisted, and so 
long that he fainted, and was conducted 
by the people to his own house. ’ 

From 'day to day the attitude of the 
people became more serious. On the 
morning of the 22nd of March, the muni- 
cipality invited some of the most esteemed 
among the citizens to join with them in 
the difficult circffinstances of the moment. 
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An Assembly being thns formed, 'and 
while they.were discussing tl;e events, 
news was brought Tthat Colonel-Marinovik 
had been killed at the arsenal. The work- 
men revenged themselves by^his death for 
all the anguish and persecutions he had 
inflicted on them. 

This Assembly hastened to name out 6f 

their body a comniissioh to repair to the 

« 

government, and explain to it* the wishes 
of the people, in order to spare the effusion 
of blood. 

# 

This commission was-composed of the 
Podestk, Correr; the *two inunicipal asses¬ 
sors, Medies and Miclflelthe advocate, 

• • 

Avesani; the merchant, Pericherle the 
central deputy, Fabris; and the advocate, 

Mengaldo, namecl Commandant- of the 

* • 

Civic Guard,'which was instituted to calm 
the popular effervescence and provide 
against disturbances. 

The deputation intimated to the; Go- 
verndl: that the Austrian government 
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mii^t give iipMts power, and the civil 
governor , resign his function's to the 

o r o j 

military governor, Zicliy, wlio must sign 
a convention, by virtue of which Venice 
should ‘*06 evacuated by, the Austrian 
troops, ceding the command, which, in 

9 

expectation .of a provisional government 

4 

about to be instituted, Avas secured to the 

r 

members of the deputation sent. ^ 

4* 

AVhilc these events were passing in the 
Palace, the arsenal Avas strongly occupied 
by a portion of the civic guard, and Manin, 

I 

taking from thence a standard Avitlr^ the 
ancient ‘emblem of* St. Mark, was con- 

f t 

ducted along* m triumph, proclaiming the 

* I 

Venetian republic to the people, Avho, half 

astonished, had just been reading the 

'» ■> 

t 

printed ^^■oclamatioii of the institution of 
a provisional government. 

The same night the •members of the 

I 

deputation resigned, and the following 
day, Jthe 23rd of Marc‘h, the Commandant 

t 

of the CiAdc Ghard,*Mengaldo, drew out 
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two of his battalions on .the piazza,.and 

after obtaining from the Patriarch the 

• / 

benediction of thoir bafiners, he proposed 
a provisional governjnent, composed of 
Maniii, President and Foreign Affairs; 

Tomaseo, Religious Worship and Instruc- 

0 

tion; Castelli, Justice; Gamerata, Finance; 
Solera, War; Paulucci,* Marine ; Paleoropa, 
InternaJ Affairs and Constructions ;• Pini- 
brerle, Commerce; and Toffoli* 4rts, with- 
out a iiortfolio. 

All the magistrates, both civil and 
j udicial, gave in * their adhesion to this 
government, as did ^Iso the Venetian 

provinces, as soon as they were evacuated 

• • 

by the Austrian troops, who were^ con¬ 
centrated* hi Verona. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

< 

The Author’s intention of going to Miktn.—The bartlinian troops 
pass the Ticino,—The Author’s conviction that Venice should 
be assisted by file Neapoytans.—The Genoese send succours 
to Milan.—The Genoese Civic Guard.—Sensations jn’oduced 
by tlie sight of tlie Gulf of Naples on the Author. 

* 

My firsts icteg, on arriving at Genoa was to 

) 

go to Milan, where there was not a single 
General who had ever taken the field with 
that grade, and to lead the troops while 
my years and strengtji would permit. 

I had my darriagp brought on ^lore, out 

of the steamer, but whe'n I wds on the 

% 

point of starting, news arrived that the 
SardiiTian troops, commanded by the Duke 
of Genoa, the King’s son, had passed the 
Ticino. I therefore thought my presence 
might be more useful in Naples, where, 
among other circumstances, I was flattered 
by hearing thal;^ I might be influential 
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in determining an expedition of land* and 
sea forces^ to succour Venice. I had long 

• 'f 

known the importance 'that classical and 
glorious lagoon was djestined by nature to 
have in a war of Italian independence. 
I was so convinced of this, that I had 
written a few pages on‘the subject in my 
“ Italia Militare,” published in Paris, and 
afterwj^rds reprinted in Venice. 

The day preceding that on which I 
arrived in Genoa, the inhabitants had sent 
off a number of volunteers to Milan, 
ampng whom were many young men of 
historical and illu^rious families, and 
they promised to despatch ^eater forces 
in favoui' of Italian independence. , 

The da:y I landed in Genoa the whole 
National Guard pf the city was assembled 
for a gene*ul review.' The Commander, 
‘together with all the superior officers, 

came to salute me: and to tell me, that 

^ \ 

they would all defile with their battalions 
before the balcony^ of giy hotel, which 
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was .done, and 1 saw with pleasure about 
5000 men of this National Guard, ^yell 

I ' 

dressed, with a military appearance, and 

. ’ 

seeming full of patnotism. Every thing 

appeared, favourable to the destinies of 

Italy, and, under these happy auspices, 

« * 

the steam-boat, in‘which I was embarked, 

I 

continued her voyage towards Naples. 

The dawn of the 2,9th of March, when 
we discovored the Gulf of Naples, was to 
me a moment of overpowering emotion. 
Not only had my long sojourn in the 

m 

north made its beauty Inorc striking, but 
other recollections rjishcd to my mind, 
already agitated rwith tender feelings. 
Ther^ was Castellamare before ide, whore, 
twenty-seven years ago, In 'this same 
month of March, I had gone, not without 
great danger, in order to embark in a 
Spanish vessel for Barcelona, esteeming 
myself fortunate to be sent on a long 
exile, instead of leaving my head under 
the • axe of ^rinpes \Yho thirsted for* my 
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blood. Turning my eyes*to the tremendous 
and poetical Vesuvius, I perwived the 

mountains which •concealed Ayellino, from 

' { 

M hence, in 1820, T had i)assed them with 
an army, which I conducted to tjie capital, 
not to punish the cruel ^^ing, who, in 
1799, had sent to the 'scaffold the flower 
of my contemporaries to the number' of 
three hundred, all the honour of ItaCly and 
of humanity, but respectfully tb impose 
on him a liberal constitution. Viglieno 
next caught my vjew’, recalling the flag of 
those Calabrian herocg, who, faithful to 
their magnanimous.vie^v of d 3 mig free, set 
fire to the powder magazine, and w'cre 
followed by their conquerors into eternity. 
I invoked them to rise from their tombs, 
and admire hbw, at last, their sacrifice 
was beconring fruitful 

The condition in which Germany, France, 
all Italy, then was, made me, agffin and 

again, repeat, “ This time, at least, the 

• • • 

in\*ad«r shall surely be#driven beyoird the 
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mountains, and fof ever.” But fickle and 
wicked fortune laughed ht my hopes, 
which all thought reasenable, and which 
seemed no longer hopes but certainties. 

In the midst of these moving remi¬ 
niscences, I found myself in the harbour, 
and the first person who ascended the 
vessel to greet mb Avas Count Pietro 
Ferrets, who, although a cousin of the 
Pope’s, and a brother of the Cardinal 
Ferretti, has since been obliged to escape 
from Naples in order to save his life, or 
at least his liberty. Albng with Ferretti 
came Captain Corrado who commanded a 

company of ^enadiers in my favourite 

« 

regiment, the 2nd of the line, m 1815. 
Both accompanied me on niy u^ay to my 
brotlier, who was greatly esteemed and 

I 

loved by them. ‘ * 
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CHAPTER VII» 


Arrival at Naples.—Reception.—The King’s conduct.—Conver¬ 
sation.—Proposals to - the Author to fonn a Ministry,— 
Enrlless altercations.—Final rejection.—The Command of 
the Forces against Austria otierccl liini. 

I FOUND my brother Florestano confined 
to his bod by se¥ere siifferilig:s. These 

t 

were the results of wounds which he had 


received in his early and northern cam- 


pai^ns. It was a great grief to me to find 
him thus; and his house was so filled to 


overflowing, with old and nc*v friends, that 
it was impossible for me to converse'with 
him alone*. It was expected I should pre¬ 


sent myself to ’the King, not later than 

^ • 

mid-day. Twished to defer my visit till 


the following morning; but my brother 
said, that, ill as he was, on being called for 
by his Majesty, thd ^preceding day, bad 
instjnitly obeyed the suiliuions, and had 
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'prorfiised, for me, that I should go to the 
Royal Palace as soon as possible after I 

landed. “ What love! w’hat benevolence! ” 

\ 

I exclaimed; hut to avoid making my 
brother uneasy, I determined to comply. 

Florcstano was in a singular position; 
he had alw/iys remained a Lieutenant- 
General on active service, Aythout ever 
having accepted any favour from the King, 
who, nevertheless, had not ceased to over- 

I 

I 

whelm him with civilities ever since his 
accession to the throne in 1830. More- 

if* 

over, he was the .only person whom "the 
King nevfcr spoke of with derision, accord- 
ing to his usmal practice with regard to all 

I 

others when conversing with his courtiers. 

I 

Gratitude, which is ever warmest in cle- 
« % 

vated mipds, prompted Plorestano on all 

• I * 

occasions to excuse and deferid the King. 

I was obliged to make a hasty collation, 
surrounded by a multitude of persons, 
man^ of whom were, &bout my ov/n age, 
and they asked ‘ine if I recollected tliem. 
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A few only I recognised; and these, hfter 
an absenoe of t'went^-seven yeaj’s, seemed 

xt 

to me like the caricatures of.pictures I 

' r 

had once seen. Gaetano Cappola, the 

j * 

companion of iny first exile, was an excep¬ 
tion : though five^ years older than myself, 
he had preserved, through thje changes of 
years, the fine features of his youthful 
physiognomy. I embraced him "with 

heartfelt cordiality. I already knew that 

# 

he had inherited the wealth and title of 
Duca di Campo Chiaro, by the death of 
his nephew in Paris. 

Before my interviaw with tin? King, it 
was very essential for me iq learn as much 
as possible of the prevailing opiiiioi?s of 
the people*; above all, it was necessary 

that I should Know what progress the 

• • 

republican p?irty had made. I begged the 
moderate, as well as the ultra, liberals to 
tell me frankly what tliey desired. ’They 

replied, “We desire ‘eg retain the King with 

• * 

a constitution on a brJhd basis:” ^iid 
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araofag those who ^ve me this answer, 
were many who had formerly ‘been con¬ 
demned to decapitation for political of- 
fences, and who had afterwards had their 
sentence commuted to severe imprisonment 

I 

in chains, &c.: among these were Salicetti 
and Romeo. 

I replied not a word; but I mentally 
exclaimed, “ How simple of you, to sup¬ 
pose that * such things can be easily 
obtained! ” 

I must now suspend my narration, in 
order to explain to my Italian coiiiitrymen 
what my'own opinions then were regarding 

i • 

our political conduct and position, and 
what they are at present. I must request 
my readers to bear in mind tlia't the desire 
and aim of my lifg have ever been Italian 
independence: to attain this, I have gone 

i 

straight to the point, putting aside even 
my republican sympathies. 

But before I state my thoughts on* bur 
pa^ and present position, I must observe 



ETENTS IN ITALY. 


113 


to the Italians that, since 1799, I have* 

been personally acquainted with, almost 

• * 
all the proscribed jn Europe; that I have 

fotind my own coUntrymen, who for ages 
have been so separated by territorial de¬ 
marcation, less disunited id sympathies 

i; ^ 

than those of other lands. 

At this moment, the exiles are prin¬ 
cipally amongst the highest intellects of the 
* 

Peninsula. I do not fear to ej^liort them 
to bear ’in mind the faults Avhich have 

been committed, and not to fall again into 

■ 

Tliose errors which have deprived us of the 
good fortune and glory of obtavning our 

so reasonably and earnestly desired inde- 

» * 

pendence. * 

Let us nxvt foster fatal discord by throw¬ 
ing blame on the conduct now of one,‘ tlien 
of another,*- 5 -often on that of the purest 
patriots. 

I will now return to the point I wish to 
develppe. 

It Js a* serious error, ^yhen- you have 
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deprived a king of a portion of his power, 

to expect that he will use wlia^ you have 

left him, to consolidate, the liberal system 

# 

which you have imposed upon him. This 
is possible only'when a prince, avIio has 
never knowil absolute power, ascends a 

constitutional thi»one, as was the case with 

» 

William of Orange; or when a prince 

entertains hopes of greatly forwarding the 

, *1 

interests of his dynasty by these means, 
as was recently exemplified iri Charles 
Albert. 

r 

But these are rare exceptions, while 
instance^ to the contrary are numerous. 

The Enghsh barons had re{)eated ex¬ 
amples of this in their obstiEate King 
John. ' .. 

Charles X. of France, by his attempts to 
regain not only his own le^l‘power, but 
the absolute authority which his beheaded 
brother had possessed, was deservedly 
driven into exile. 

Ferdinand L, Bourbon, first ifi Sicily in 

f % 
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1815, afterwards in Naples in 1821,’in¬ 
famously pe^iired himself. 

Francis 1. did the same, and recently the 

I 

humane and most Christian Ferdinand II. 

* * 

followed their example. ^ 

We Italians were not ignorant of these 
truths; but the state of Italy prevented 
us from changing the persons of our Italian 
princes at the same time that we lessened , 
their power, or from doing 'altogether 

t 

without them. 

We had to drive away the foreign 

usurpers before wo could .establish liberty 

at home. We Avere compelled to stipulate, 

'' • 

not with one alone, hut vrith .fi.ve sovereign 
princes. Among these, Charles Allrert 

k 

united bra^^ery with political prudence, 

and gratitude claifned for him more ex- 

*'■* % 

tended dominion. 

Pius IX., who. was both Pope and 

I 

Prince, in the first days of Italian resurrec¬ 
tion was not only foploved, but adorpd. 

0 

The difficulties which impeded our way to 
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the full attainment of liberal institutions 
were innumerable. Nevertheless, they 

I 

might have been obtained, if in the 

' 1 

months of March and April of 1848, we 

' % 

had, aftar the manner of Odillon Barrot. 
dismissed Ferdinand IL, and _ set up his 
son with a regency in his place. Italy 
might thus have' obtained independence 

§ f 

.and liberty. This not having been done, 
the Italians, should all have turned their 

b * 

thoughts on Charles Albert, and have 

determined to succour him in his arduous 

enterprise. They should have abstained 

from throwing any impediments in his 

« % 

way by dema^iding new concessions, and 

• 4 

still more from calumniating and injuring 

* 

him. Unhappily, Italy did the very 

c * 

opposite, to what, she oifght to have done; 

*« 

she disgusted Charles Alhbrt instead of 

r 

caressing him, and she caressed Ferdinand 
of is^aples instead of sending him to the 
right-about, and givinjj the crown to his son, 
^0 as a minol could have donemodiarm. 
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In the course of these ihemoirs I sliall 
have frequent occasion^ to confute the 
unworthy accusations brought against 
Charles Albert, who in h}s last acts may 
have appeared often wavering and in¬ 
capable, but ev«r, a generous and loyal 
cavalier. * 

As to the future, it is impossible to 
foresee whither political events may con¬ 
duct us.. In every case, our first object 
must ever be to drive away the foreigner, 
embracing every means which may lead to 
so lihly an end, be they mild or vigorous. 
This alone I recommend, tha{ all should 
unite in this thought, dnd labour in con- 

f • 

cord to attain the same end ; and no sacri- 

• t * 

fice or abnegation will be more noble than 
that whicl\ shall win the independence 
of our common country. 

I resume the narrative of my adven- 

f 

tures. Mid-day was not passed, when the 
King sent Major Niinziante in one of* the 
royahfcarriages to convey Ae to his palace. 
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The patriots whom I w^as surrounded, 

f 

both young and old, urged, ihy speedy 
departure,•‘sa 3 dng I was surely come for the 
public good, and th6y attributed the King’s 
eagerne’oS to ,see me, to a determination to 
listen no longer to his courtiers: j^et these 
same patriots besought me not to drive in 

the King's carriage with Nunziante by my 

1 

4 

side, as he was especially obnoxious to all 
the liberal “party. I was obliged, therefore, 
to take another officer with#me, and to 

request Nunziante to 'follow us in Flores- 

« 

tano’s carriage. .Yet, as we passed along 

the streets,^ there were those ,who cried, 

“Yesterday •condemned to decapitation, 

• ♦ 

to-day invited and courted.” 

* f . 

Since 1 had quitted Naples, many 
improvements had been made m the royal 
habitation. On entering the* room appro¬ 
priated to the officers*on duty, I was 

1 

saluted as a person of high position, and 

imipediately introduced to the King. He 

# 

retained no trifce of- the boy of teiTyears 
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old, whose beauty I had theli admired; Wh 
added yeffrs he had become colossal, and 
his countenance did not indicate-tenderness 


of heart. Yet his manner to me Avas only 


too gracious: Jie invited m^ to oit down 


on a magnificei]#§ofa, while he took a light 
cane chair for himself. “ Sire,” I said, 


“this is my place, the other belongs to 
your Majesty.” He began.by inquiring 

4 

after Flqrestano’s health, and this inquiry 
he never f^jled to repeat in all my subse¬ 


quent visits; after asking whether my 
voyage had been prospei’ous, he talked of 
France. T told him *that when" first the 
French republic was procj&imed no one 
believed it, but soon after I had convinced 
myself, ani I remained convinced, that a 
throne would not*speedily be re-established 
in France. We discoursed of the embarrass¬ 


ment in which the Emperor of Austria, 
the King of Prussia, and other German 
princes found themselves placed. I ^said, 
“ Siro; an example is*offeitd to princes^ as 
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' useful as it is Ugreeable to follow, in the 

person of the King of the Belgians, who 

has conducted himself In such" a manner 

• • > 

that his people unanimously entreated him 
not to fihand(jtn them.” 

Having conversed SQi§e time on the 
political condition of other states, without 
saying a word of his own, he pressed me 
to return again the following day. • 

On leaving him, I turned my eyes towards 
that chamber, temporarily con^rted into a 
chapel, where Ferdinand’s worthy ancestorj 
in 1820, in presence of his ministers,'my¬ 


self, and* other notabilities, sw^re on the 

Evangelists, a«d said to me, Mmeping, “ This 

* « 

time. General, I assure you I swore from 
my hearton which he placed his hand ; 
and I, admiring in this' gesture a grey- 
headed old man seeming ^o* repent his 


peijury, wept at his tears/ and incurred the 
reproaches of not a few of my contempo¬ 


raries, who were not .present at the scene 
which excited aftd excused my emotkm. 
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In that palace, too, I called to mind the 
feigned reasonings of the Regent, after¬ 
wards Erancis •!., and the, father of 

Ferdinand II. This prince, the most 

* • 

dissembling of men, pretended, to be a 
Avarm partisai^ of constitutional govern¬ 
ment, and in order 'to igake himself 
believed, he studiously advanced argu¬ 
ments in favour of that system. * 

On my return to my brother, I found it 

» 

impossible^ to converse with him alone, 
and the day passed in greeting a multi¬ 
tude of visitors, dnd in talking especially 
with those who coiUd best inform me of 

jl 

the predominant leaning .of the public 
mind: all desired a liberal constitution; 
all mistrVfsted’ the King; no one spoke of 
getting rid of hftn. 

Observiitg this inconsistency, or want of 
decision, even in those who were called on 
to lead the public mind in Southern’ Italy, 
I determined with myself that I would 
use till mv influence to obtain, at least for 
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•the inoment, some amelioration in the 

constitution already given. *Biit to succeed 

in this endeavour was not sufficient; the 

• ■ ‘ 

greatest difficulty would be to give it 

■ I 

stability, ^and this would depend entirely 

% 

on the organisation of the JN^ational Guard 

of the kingdom, and, above all, of that of 

Naples. The traditions regarding the 

regulations I had made in 1820 fior the 

said Guard,, the remembrance of my 

$ 

impartiality, of my affection,^ and my 

severity, placed me in position to obtain 

speedy results; on the other hand, without 

a well-disciplined national militia^it would 

be impossible *tp bridle either the libei’ticide 

tendencies of the King, or the exaltation 

of the patriots, stimulated partly by folly, 

and partly by personal ambition. 

* 

It was my constant conviction of the 
necessity of a well-regqlated national 
militief, which induced me in 1835 to 
publish “L’ltalia Military.” 

The follo\^ing iday J was again,, sum- 
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moned to the King, and the most sin^ulai* 
conversation ensued. I said to Jiim, “ Sire, 
my maxim has ev^r been, that g, man’s first 

I « 

duty is to his country, and that it super- 

• • 

sedes all other duties. It re^sultsjrom this 
conviction, that I feel mvself obliged to 
say nothing to the King, which I am 
not thoroughly persuaded myself.”—He 
answej’ed,* ‘‘ I am perfectly convincc*d that 
whatever you say either to me or to others 
is your real opinion, and thal; you may 
mor(; firmly bcliev,e Avhat I say, I will add 
that I have read your Memoirs.” 

I was not prepared for this; nevertheless 
I replied, “ 1 will tell-you tjien. Sire, that 
the wishes of the most exalted and patriotic 
are, that’ ^ou* should reign with a consti¬ 
tution on a broftd basis, and that my*own 
opinion aecU’ds with'this. In the com- 
mencement of .the current year, if your 
Majesfy had only granted liberal ihstitu^ 


tions, I myself, though I should not have 

• • m 


returned to my Iv^loved country unless 
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it h&d been free, should have warmly 
applauded, such political ‘ amdiorationsi 
and have pi^ayed that they mighi continue. 

But now that Franee is a republic, that 

_ « ^ 

all the Eyropean States are responding by 
a revolutionary movement, neither simple 
institutions, nor even the constitution 
already given, will satisfy. The people are 
like their princes—the more thby obtain, 
the more ihey desire. In effect, it is 

f 

easier to restrain the wishes of a people 
by granting them at qnce «aU they ask, 


than by granting them little by little with 
a bad grace.” ■ ^ 

The King aS^ed nothing to m 3 ? obscrva- 

* ■ i 

tions, and, to say the truth, he did not add 
fresh reasons to my arguments, to prove 


the profound conviction ofliis mind, as his 
father was in the hahit of doings I talked 


much of the National Guard, both in Naples 
and irf the rest of the kingdom, endeavour¬ 


ing to demonstrate that^ the strength of the 

m * 

country, the'security pf the governiftent, 
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and the internal* tranquillity of the Ertate^ 
in great measure depended on them. The 
King partly rem^mherhd the manner in 
wfuch I had disciplined the civic militia 
in 1820. • • 


■t 


On returning to my brother, he thought 
I had spoken too’ strongly to the King, and 
he added, “ Perhaps your frank discourse 

will have the effect of leaving you in^eace, 

% 

and you will not again be called to Court.” 

But tlie following day he found he was 
mistaken; for, before mid-da}^ Bozzelli, 
Mipister of the Interior, came to mo from 
the King, to inform me that th^ ministry 

was dissolved, and to propbsd that I should 

« * 

form a Cabinet,‘offering me the presidency 
of the council, and the double posts of 
Minister of Wa^ and Marine. Nor ^a’fe he 
unwilling io^arge with the organisa¬ 
tion of the National Guard of the whole 
kingdom, remembering the manner iq. 
which I had succeeded in 1820 and 1821, 

■ ^ -9 

wliQii I not only mmntaiBed internal peace. 
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but dso sent eigjity battalions to the fron¬ 
tiers. That I accepted such an., arduous 

> 

task united to a double uninistry and the 

presidency of the council, must prove my 

profound love of liiy country and the 

public weal. But in truth, supported in 

all vigorous measures by public opinion, 

« 

and having formerly 'accomplished the same 

organisation, I thought myself the only 

« 

person who could succeed, especially since 
the national militia, called Civic, which had 
been organised in the preceding years, was 
such as would have corrupted any society. 

t 

I replied*through Bop.elli, that I accepted 

the charge, an\i \Vould speedily present my 

* « 

programme to the King, with a list of the 
ministers. 


“PROGRAMME OF q:iIE NEW MINISTRY. 

4 

“ I. Entire and sovereign power for the 
Chamber of Deputies to legislate on a 
broader basis. Consequently the suspen- 
sion ,oT the Chamber of Peers. \ . 
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“TI. Reform df the electoral franehise.. 
Deputies^to be named by the electors; 
electors bj*the citizens ;• whoever is in the 
cnjtiyment of civil'rights may be an elector 
and eligible. 


“Ilf, OJ^anising commissioners to be 
sent into the provinces witE the special 
mission of dissolving the actuarcoinmunal 

commission. The provisionhl commission 

• • 

being dissolved, a new nomination of the 
national assembly, which under the ancient 
monarchy was cajCled the Parliament, to 
be proceeded with. 

“ IV. Three delegates" shalldie despatched 

to the Italian confederation. 

* • • 

* t . 

“ V. Reform 'in thp persori'^el, civil, 
judicial, and limitary. 

“ VI. Speedy departure of troops of the 
line for Lombardy. • The forts in the hands 
of ths National Guard. , • 



128 


NARRATIVE OF 


^ ‘ “LIST,OF THE MINISTRY. 

"Guglielmo Pepe, President, Wax & Marine. 
" Salicei’tij. Interior. ^ 

X I 

*‘Confertig, Justice, Public Worship. * 

“ Dragonetti, Agriculture and Commerce. 

“ Poerio, PuSjlic Instruction. 

“ Uberti^P ublic Works. . 

“ Savarese} Finance. 

n 

“ Cariati, Foreign Affairs. 

“Libto, Police.” 

* • 

f 

In giving me so highly coveted a charge, 
after my frank discourse, the King did not 
consult hia* wishes, but* his fear of losing 

I 

his throne. My proposals were not new to 

him, nor di^\he oppose them when they 

« 

were presented to him; but soHie hours 
later the following note was sent* me from 
the* Court:— 

S * 

“His Majesty cannot alter the consti¬ 
tution sworn to by himself and by all. It 
belongs to the lawful .authorities, ie., the 
King and the Chambers, to develops and 
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fecundate the constitution given oif the 
29th January, without changing jts essence. 
Therefore .the programme prop 9 sed cannot 
be accepted. 

4 

“The advice which*his Majesty, receives 

• # 

from all quarters, confirms the idea that 
he would fail in his duty towards his 
country by altering the'constitution already 
granted.” • • 

I replied to the King, that having sworn 
to a constitution ten degrees wide, if to 
satisfy public opinion he should grant an¬ 
other doubly liberM, he would perjure him¬ 
self m the same maryier as a man would 
do, who, ha'dng promised *tq* paj^ 100,000 
francs, should afterwards pay 200,000. 

In the ibidst of these altercations Lord 
Napier came to see me: ^ he was then acting 
in the plaii© -r^f the English minister at 
Naples. He said to me, “Without being 
avvare of it, your Excellency is seribusly 

injuring your country.” 

• • ^ 

I. answered, “Pray.omi^ the Excellency 


VOL. I, 
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and point out n?y errors, that I may know 
how to correct them.” 

I perceived that he was misinformed, 
and I explained to him all my proceedings 
from firsj; to last. Lord Napier then said 
I could not have done better; and he pro¬ 
posed to go immediately to the King. 
Being engaged to dine with a lady, he sent 

his excuses, in order to have time to con- 

{ 

verse with the King; but the result of his 
conversatibn proved that his Majesty was 
less favourably disposed, and more ob¬ 
stinate, than Lord Napitr had believed* 

w 

The advices which reached the govern- 
ment from all quarters were so numerous, 
and so warmly patriotic, that I vvas more 
than ever persuaded that k decisive cour 
test must soon take place, the result of 

^ ft ^ 

which no sensible* person could foresee. 

< • 

These convictions gained additional force 
from‘^the fact that as many as three minis¬ 
terial combinations weise formed daily, and 

4.4 * 

thai not only the liberal, but the ,Court 
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party, came each in turn 'to offer me the 
Presidency .of the Council, and the Minis¬ 
tries of War and Marine. I -replied to 

hoth, that, having lived twenty-seven years 

« • 

under constitutional goverufiientS, 1 liad 
had opportunities, of understanding them; 

tliat my programme and ministry being 

% 

rejected, I ought not to be tempted by the 
honours offered to myself, to rule the 'State 
with the opinions of others, find in con¬ 
junction with men not chosen by me to 
second my views. . 

There is no doubt that.the King, to avoid 

greater cab^mities, had determined to trust 

» • 

himself entirely to me,* and -that he was 
dissuaded from this by his courtiers, and 

by Bozzelli! This Bozzelli, in 1821, was 

• 

sent to my head quarters as chief.*adininis- 
trative diretftoi ^ After the battle of Ricti 
he was among the few who did not despair 
of the salvation of the country; he fal¬ 
lowed me to Salerujo, to tempt fortjine 
once iflore, and was*rew^ded with Idhg 
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I' 

imprisonment, ahd still longer exile—during 

which his conduct was ever dignified—and 

» 

he contented himself with the modest means 

fl 

of existence which his family sent him. 

On returning to his country, far from 
renouncing his former opinions, he did all 
in his power to promote liberal institu- 

R 

tions, and was again rewarded with chains 
and imprisonment in the Castla of St. 
Elmo for many months. Scarcelj^ had the 
King been compelled in 1848 to concede a 
constitution, than Bozzelli was named mi¬ 
nister with universal ^approbation. But 
after seeing the King, as if struck by a 
fatal malediction, he entered on a course of 
conduct in which my pen refuses to follow 

* c • 

him. I leave the task to others who are not 

allied to-.him by long years of friendship, 

^ <* 

strengthened by partaking together of the 
bread of exile, and by mutual love for the 
same unhappy country, a love wdiich her 
misfortunes have opiy fortified and in- 
creased. 
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The absurd intrigues foV the formation ‘ 
of a ininisti;y being terminated, and while 
Florestanon\^as congratulating nw; on being 
left to enjoy a little repose, the Minister of 
War, General del Giudice, ar^jived/ He in¬ 
formed me that t}ie King had desired him 

to oifer me the command o5. the army, 

% 

which was destined to cross the Po. With¬ 
out hesitating an instant, I r/'plied, ^‘*1 ac¬ 
cept with the greatest pleasure.*’ 

My brother was astonished at my 
prompt determination. I answered that 
there were circumstance^ in life in which 
hesitation is not wisdom. The troops 

destined for this expedition .were to consist 

• • 

of 40,000 men, including the corps of 

reserve, llie 10th of the line, which after- 

• • 

wards distinguislied itself so mu^di under 
Charles Albert^ was to form a part of it. 

But in the composition of this army 
two wills, and both equally obstinate, were 
constantly in direct, opposition to e^ch 
other. ' T was bent on it^ being speedily 



NARRATIVE OF 


13^1^ 

organised, and in a manner that should 
decide the safety of Italy; the King was 
resolved that it should be numerically 
feeble, deficient in all the material requi¬ 
sites, iiVcapalfie in fine of aiding the 
Italian cause clfectively. 

It would-be long, tedious, and beyond 
the scope of these Memoirs, to detail the 
base subterfuges employed by the King and 
his courtiers, by superior officers and gene¬ 
rals, to oppose the preparations for enter¬ 
ing on the campaign,, and, above all, in 
making choice of. military men who* had 
most distinguished themselves ^y baseness 
of mind. » ^ 

‘ 

Before I proceed with the narrative of 
the events which were fatal to the indepen- 
dence of-the Peninsula, it is necessary that 
I should say a few words^df the Neapoli¬ 
tan army. It was highly disciplined, and 
the officers and subaltern officers were 

gejiprally of wealthy families; the ad- 

1 

vaheement of cbrporals and privaffes was 
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determined by virtue of ^niority ancl ex¬ 
amination. ^ The generals, and many of 
the superior officers, were grown old in 

ignorance. In fine, the army might well 

•' • 

be called devo.ted to the Ki^g, foL' he was 
ever in the midst of the troops, so as to 
know the names of the comuion cavalry 
soldiers, and even those of their horses. 
He interfered frequently in thtf* mar¬ 
riages of the officers and subaltern officers, 
and gave civil posts to their relatives and 
wives. Thus the army, which from inter¬ 
ested motives was devoted tp the King, 
began by degrees to &id itself compromised 
against the national causp, • combating on 
either siJe the straits, sometimes in small, 

sometimes in more serious insurrections. 

• • 

The King wd’s desirous thaj I should 
admire tl«} qualifications of his soldiers, 
as well as his own ability in commanding 
them. I was scarcely arrived in Naples, 
and not yet in possession of a military 
umfotra, when he requeued me to accom- 
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panyhim in my civilian dress. Accordingly 

I repaired to the palace in my morning cos- 

( 

tume, and >vas conducted by the. King to a 
very small cabinet, where I was seated 
opposite vhim, y^ithont knowing the motive. 
I felt we were descending, and I then per¬ 
ceived that ."vve were in a machine con- 

1 ^ 

Btructed to descend and ascend, in order 
to avbid the fatigue of mounting the lofty 
stairs. 

I 

When we arrived beyond the Maddelcna 
Bridge, we mounted our horses, and the 
King made two regiments of dragoons and 

lancers manoeuvre. ,IIe commanded re- 

• . 

markably well, and his commands were 
executed with the greatest exactitude. I 
paid him most well-merited compliments; 
but I per^^ved that; ho cohsidered this ele- 

* V 

mentary part of the science Of^'war as its 
most sublime point. In ihe moments of 
repose there was but little dignity in the 
conduct of the King tdwards fbe soldiers, 
who dunned him with petitions. . Hence 
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there was a want of discipline, and of1;hat 
noble dignity which rules the multitude 
on all great occasiens. 

* 

On re-entering the. carriage, we drove 

through a new and beautiful street, which 

• # 

leads to the Studj. On the way, I observed 
to the King the multitude of mendicants, 

^ m 

who, naked even to indecency, persistingly 

demanded alms. He replied to my •ebser- 

■ 

vation, that it was the fault of the Minister 
of the Interior. In the same carriage were 
the Conte de Trapani, the King’s brother, 
and. the Prince dTschitella, the aide-de- 
camp on dpty. , 

A conversation took plg!ce regarding 
Sicily. Both the King, his brother, and 
Ischitella’•affirmed that the English go¬ 
vernment had assisted the Sicilfen rebels, 
and, amo»g other adts, had sent them 
arms. I replied that this might have been 
done by private merchants, but nGt by 
the English government. ‘Finding them 
obstinate in their opiniofi, I said, with a 
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frankness which astonished myself, that 
before the King had promised the consti¬ 
tution, I had written tc London to three 
of my friends there, who were members 
of Parli^ 5 ,nient, to obtain information from 

K 

the government as to w^hat assistance I 
could hope to receive from them, if I landed 
in Sicily, in order to assist the revolution 
there»-' The answer w^as, that I might expect 
much sympathy, but not the smallest aid 
in arms, men, or money. 

I 

We soon arrived at the quarters of the 
12th of the line in the* Santo Petito, ,the 
greater mimoer of whom w^ere Sicilians. 
Scarcely had' the drums beat, when, in an 
instant, the soldiers, while running, took 
their knapsacks and placed* themselves in 
ordbr' of battle. The Kdng commanded 
the manoeuvre, an‘d every things, was per¬ 
formed to perfection. Ther,e w^as no flattery 
in m^ w arm congratulations, nor in telling 
him that I had never seen troops move 
betEer on Mie drilling-ground, and^ that, 
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though the English might excel thcih in 
precision,*they were certainly inferior in 
agility. Xliis exercise was scarcely terini- 
nated, when a crowd of soldiers, subaltern 
officers, and women, pres'ented thpmselves 
to the King, each loudly supplicating for 
some favour; and he appeared pleased 
wdth this. That my Venders may under¬ 
stand the nature of these petitionsfl will 
repeat one of them. A woman presented 
herself, saying, “Majesty, I am the wife of 
Sergeant-. We have two children, 

maidens, but real Tnaidens; yoA have pro- 

* 

mised to give them, husbandsI beseech 
you not to forget the promise, to avoid the 
sin to which they arc exposed, the vir¬ 
tuous yoiffig girls! ” The King replied, “ I 

will not forget‘my promise.’* Tins Vegi- 

* 

ment, th^ 12th of the line, towards the 


end of May, gave the first example of 
rebellion on the coast of Ferrara. 

\ 

On returning tu the Royal Palace, the 
King* would not permit* me to aliglifbut 
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desifed Prince d’Ischitella to accompany 
me home. < 

In the midst o^ so much gracious affa¬ 
bility, the King, through the medium of 
his Minister of War, and the head of his 
military staff, continued to refuse all that 
was most necessary for the equipment of 
the troops under my charge, and to retard 
their departure. He employed the latter 
officer, as in the time of his absolute 
power, nol* could I ever convince him, 
that his orders should be communicated 
through the responsible* Minister of War. 
I did not f^ to tell him, that I should 

* s 

only obey the orders of the King when 
thus conveyed to me. 

The next day I went to the King, with 
the intention of trying if ‘it were possible 
to move that heart which Heave" seemed 
to have created in a moment of anger with 
mankind. 

I said to him, “ Sire, having married an 

h 

Austrian princessj* it iss to be expected that 
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you should he averse *to making Svar 
against that power;and he replied, 
without hesitation, “ You are niistakeii ; I 

have always detested Austria.” 

» , 

“ In that case,” I continued, “ !* am re- 

joiced to hear your Majesty’s sentiments, 

•• 

and shall propose, with greatei; confidence, 
what would be most 'useful to your Ma¬ 
jesty, to the kingdom, and to all'^Italy. 

Instead of confiding to me the command 

• $ 
of the army, which amounts to 70,000 

picked men, let yoiir Majesty in person take 

the*command of them. I will^e the head 

of your staff. The lU)eratioif^f Italy from 

a foreign yoke will then be chiefly your 

act: you will be the idol of all the Italians, 

especially of tl’ie Neapolitans. The Sicilians 

* • 

will return to your allegiance; jgid if that 

« 

should be the case, following the 
example of my .brother in 1820,1 will go 
there myself, and I feel certain of'com¬ 
pelling them to return to their allegiance 

• • '.'I** 

without spilling a drop *of blood. With 
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regard to the extension of your territory, 
you will obtain whatever you may desire.” 

I added many other arguments. I coun¬ 
selled generosity, and the evacuation of 
the citadel of Messina. “The Sicilians 
are grateful, Sire; you are not ignorant of 
the attachment they have ever retained 
for Florestano, for a simple general, who, 
becarii'se he did them service, was much 
annoyed by the Parliament and the 
Government.” I added, “You, Sire, who 
have the military profession so much at 
heart, whb from your Earliest years have 
occupied ’ ynurself \Yith the graining of 
your troops,\do not let the** opportunity 
escape of gathering the fruits of your 

labours. You may, from the Tsonzo, or even 

\ 

froin Viepna itself, dictate to Austria the 

< 

surrendei* of all the strongholds*dn which 
her troops have taken refuge. You will 
decide the destiny of the Pope, of the 
King of Sardinia: your glory will live as 
long as Italy.” 
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In Naples, field-marshals* are general’s of • 
a division ; brigades are commanded by 
brigadiers and lieutenant-generals, as in 
Spam, correspond t*o gejierals in Piedmont. 
The Conte Statella, a field-marshal, had 

i 

remained twenty-two years in that rank, 

and could never obtain advancement. He 

was recommended to * me by Florestano, 

% 

and moreover, on the day on which the 

constitution was wrung from.the King, 

Statella *had conducted himself ^so as to 

have received a sword of honour from the 

patriots. This circumstance induced me 

to propose him foi; lieuteAnVgeneral; 

and the Kkjg, to oblige me* acceded to 

my proposal. Sfatella was accustomed to 

have frequent ’disputes with his superior 

officers, and even with the King. N'ot’ to 

• • 

belie hiqiself, he wrote me a strange 
^letter, affixing many conditions to his 
departure. I sent for him, and told'him 
that if in an hour’» time he did not wilh- 
draw bis letter, I shopld dismiss him from 
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«> 

the army. My warm exhortations induced 

him to coniply, and he made, no more 

/ 

observations. 

^ ‘ . 

The generals appointed by the King to 

accompany me in the expedition, took the 
Prince’s part, and declared that bad health 

‘ y 

md the advanced season would noc permit 
' them to commence the .campaign. The 
folio *ring month, when the war with 
Sicily was* in question, they all asked to 
be employed. 

The King was so obliging as to send 
me one o^ his own riding horses, with a 
complete* caparison Jboth for ^parade and 
common service. . 

With me, to succour Venice, to be mas¬ 
ters of tlie Adriatic, to enrich' ourselves 
with the treasures of Trieste and to leave 

k 

that avaricious city without evep.a fishing- 
boat, were settled ideas. I therefore de- 

4 

marided that seven battalions should be 
embarked in six magnificent steam fri- 
gates, and ihat*with,these troops I should 
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disembark in the Lagoon. * The King op- ' 
posed this*pjan, saying that I :w^ould thus 
place myself in a cUl-de-^ac. I persevered ; 
the minister was on my side, and what I 
demanded was .decided on. IJnhaiJpily, in 
consequence of the agitated life I was 
leading,* never having a minute!s repose, I 

was attacked with a violent fever, which 

* 

lasted six- days. The King took advantage 
of this accident to oppose the embarkation 

• > J ^ 

of tile troops; but being afraid of public 
opinion, he made the council meet in my 
house, and'wished'Florestan 0^0 preside. 

lie added te the council Bri^di?;r Caras- 
cosa and IVK^or Ciancinlli.c 'It would be 
tedious to detail all the arguments used 
against tlie expedition by sea. Though 
confined to my be‘d, I should perhaps have 
been more^uccessful in inducing them to 

I 

•follow my opinion, if I had employed inti- 

> 

midation rather than argument; but, I 
was apprehensive, ifi^ the first place, that 
the.brigade which wns td fol/ow me by 
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lanA, being witflout me, would never pass 

the Po; and I shall presently nhow that 

I was not niistalvcn. Secondlj^ the Vice- 

Admii’al Cosa assni»cd me, that with seven 
• . ‘ 

battalicins oi^ board the frigates would be 
unable to work, and that consequently 
the Austrifin vessels might engage witli 
positive advantage. Thus it was decided 
that hile troops under my charge should go 
by land ; and even in this I was thwarted 
by the Pontifical government, who de¬ 
manded that they shoqld proceed by single 
battalionand only* one squadron a 

t 

day. They ’’ would , thus lif^N^e reached 
the Po with, a delay which'would have 
been ludicrous to the population on the 

road. 

1 • 

At lasjt the brigade, composed of 17,000 
men of all arms, s’tartcd; theyav»ere to be 
followed by 24,000 mqrc, and it was, 
determined that I should embark at 

Ancona on board the Steam corvette “ The 

^ * 

Stromboli.'* Before, my departure I, re- 
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ceived tlie following letter from the 

INIinister of 'War, in which he tells me, 

« 

on the pafl of Ilis Majesty, th^t when 1 
reach the Po, I rnus^ wait for fn^’ther 
orders before crossing it. placed the 
letter in my pri^iate portfolio, with the 
firm intention of considering fit as not 
received. It must be evident to every one, 
that the intention of the King was not to 
satisfy tlje noble desire of the ’nation in 
sending an army into Lombardy, but that 
he studied the means of preventing it 
from joining the campaign. general, 

4V 

trained to warfare, "sfould haye been so 

cliicken-liearled as to consent to remain 

• • 

on the right bank of the Po—to say to 

the Sardinians, to the Venetians, “ Expose 

your lives for the* national causey for its 

honour, foTlts independence; I will remain 

here, and read your feats in the nejvs- 

papers, until I receive orders to pass tlie 

great river, orders * which will nevi?¥ 
arriw ? 
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If I had made known the contents of 

this letter to the public, or ei^en to the 

ministry, and it had got piiblib, the ,King 

wonbi inevitably liive been assassinated. 
^ * 

What happiiied eleven days later proves 
that I do not exaggerate. 


Naples, Zrd May^ 1843 . 

“ Excellency, 

^ “ I must beg your Excellency, on 
the arrival of the troops which the State 
has so worthily comnritted to your Excel- 
lency’s &argc,. to confine yourself to 

^ ^ V 

concentrating them* on the right bank of 
the Po, and there wait for instructions 

• f 

from the Regal government as to the 
aptiye part they are to take in the present 
war, for the liberation* of Italy from a 
foreign yoke. 

The most energetic measures are being 
taken in order to establish a convention 
among the Italian I’rinces, to determine 
the part whiefi! our troops are to’take in 



EVENTS IN ITALY. 


149 


the said contest, whereupon your Excel- * 

leiicy will receive instructions, perhaps 

* » 

before the •troops'are reunitedand you 
may rest assured that* not an instant will 
be lost in informing you ^pf tlii part 
assigned to them. 

^ i t 


“Your Excellency will be pleased to 
inform the Regal government, as often 
as possible, of all the movements made, 
whether partially or collectively, by the 

• f 

troops confided to your Excellency. 

“ For this purpose, your Excellency is 
authorised to expedite courier^or officers 
in employment, eitlie;* as far<^s Ouglielmo, 
where we" have a telegraph, or here, 
according to the importance of what you 
may havd'to communicate. 

“ The Minister Secretary of State iPor 
War an4*Marine. 


(Signed) “ Rafaele del Giudice. 

" To /tis Excellency Lieut.-Gen. Baron Guglielmo Pepe, 
ComjnavfJtJ'm Chief of the Army of Ex2:)edit'lon foi^ 
Northern 
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'Thus, after t\veiity-sevcn years of exile, 

I revisited my native land, only, for thirty- 

four days, comforted, indeed, by the hope 

^ • ■ 

of contributing to the salvation of Italy; 
with' mind^ agitated, yet determined to 
leave nothing untried which could con- 

b i 

tribute to the success of so noble a cause. 

On the 4th of May I quitted good 
and '-affectionate brother, surroimjled by 

ti 

numerous political friends; uncertain when 

• 

I might again behold this much loved 
country, which has been the cause of all 
my suffeihig, but whtch I shall love till 
my last brwiili. . , 
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OHAPTER Vllln 


Arrival in Ancoiwi,—ParUof the troops reviewed,— Staff.—Arri¬ 
val in*]h)logTia—Letter fiv.in the Venetian governTuent.— 
('orrospondeuce with Charleys ^Ibcx't.—Ordt^'fl received from 
Naples either to conduct the troops back to Naples,x)r st’iid 
theoi under the command of Lieutenant-General Statclla.— 
Perilwis situation, --Dcinoiisti*ation of the National (^u!n;tl and 
population at Eologna in favour of theAutlior; he decides 
on I'ciiniting th(‘ tivsjps oji the right baiii^ of the To to 
combat the Austrians. 

The war steam corvette on wliieli I cm- 

« 

barbed,accompanied by Lieutciij^t-Gencral 
Statclla and part of my sMn, diad been 

built in ErtgUnd, and the King had given 

• * 

orders thht I sho"uld he luxuriously treated. 
When I afrived in the Straits, on the left, 
near Scylla, I beheld the camp in whiCli I 
had paased about five* months with King 
Joachim, when, in 1810, he threatened to 
invade Sicily; an/i, on the side of’Cha- 
rybdis, I saw the coast on which batteries 
wQre raised, from wl^ch the missiles passed 
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beyond tho teftts of the intrepid Murat. 
,^c corvette then approached the citadel 
of Messina, from whence I was* to receive 

t 

on board Picenna,* Lieutenant-Colonel of 


the 'ai-tlllcry,^ wlio was to be the head of 
my staff. The coast of Calabria, of Puglia, 
and Manffcdonia, the mountains of Gar- 

I 

gano, and then the shores of,gAl»ruzzi, 
awakened in my mind tlie reminiscences 

of a youth, ever warmly devoted to my 

^ • 

unhappy country. 

Arrived at Ancona, .1 was quartered in 
the palaiw which belonged to Psince 
Eugene, *7im*oy of Italy; and where also 
King Joachim _,wa» lodged. -TS find my¬ 
self in his salons^ in his very bed-room, 

revived very painful recollections. 

% 

In the racantinie the first detachments 
began to arrive, esp’ccially those ^vldch had 
embarked at Pescara. I assembled them, 
and ‘spoke to all the •officers, subaltern 
officers, and soldiers, bne by one. I in- 
into their wants, promised them 
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that advancement should be always given* 
to merits I told them that we shoiidd 

* I 

com])at in* a noble? cause, and tlje soldiers 

often added, “and for*our King.” Not to 

, > 

allow that these troops wej’e devoted to 
the King, would be to deny an evident 

A 

fact. 1 endeavoured to turij their in- 

% 

tcrcstcd ^attachment to a more noble object 

' I I 

—to Ttaly .and its independence. I there¬ 
fore published the following order of the 
day 


^^J^e/ieral Orders from ^the ^w)mmander4n- 
Chle/ of Ihe ^rmy in Northern 

Italy. • * , • 

• • 

lOt?/ May^ 1840. 

• 

“ Soldiers, 

“ Having, in . my early youth, 
attaincti" the rank of superior officer, my 
subordinates, to reward my care of their 
welfare, saluted me by the title of Father. 
I received this app^Uation from Our troops 
in •Calkbria, then coisimailded by IMasseoa; 
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and afterwards ‘from oiir valorous soldiers 


in the plains of Castiglioiic and of Italy, 

i 

when I cpmmandcd the advanced guard 

» 1 > 

of the brave Joachini; and when you have 
experi^iced piy' warm interest in your 
welfare, I feel confident of receiving tlie 

i ^ 

same namp from you. Above all, I shall 
watch ''<)vcr your dignity; j^ou shall no 


lopgcr be subjected to humiliating .stripes, 
since you *are citizens of a free country. 
But this will not satisfy my mind; I will 


not suffer your immediate superiors to 

use impro|i{er expressioils towards soldiers, 

who, by gooci'conduct, will hav,e a right to 

attain the highest vanks in tlfS army. I 

shall stud}^ at the same time, not only to 

advance you according to your deserts, 

but to obtain for you the esteem of your 

* 

contemporaries. By means of tW public 


journals, your parents, sjsters, wives, all 
who *are most dear to you, will learn your 
deeds of honour; and Vhen you return to 
your country, yow will hear it said "as you 
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pass, ‘ Behold one of the brave soldiers in- 
the sacred Italian war.’ 

* I 

“ Soldie»s ! these advantages, can only 
be obtained by strict; discipline; by this 
alone can you obtain the esteem of your 
own government, and of all Italy, with 

the rcw'ards which the King ha^ promised 

% 

to those who merit them. If, i.ii other 
period^ of my career, I have loved my 

soldiers as my children, I have never 

* • f 

allowed a crime, a fault, or even the 

slightest negligence, to remain unpunished. 
My ^severity will et^er be the sjjine, but it 
will be tlie yigour of j’ea^n siftid affection. 


“ It onlj^ romains foi> me tp express my 
entire satisfaction at your conduct, as 
reported ‘fo nie, on your march through 
populations united to you by a common 
language and commonliopes. The cordial 
reception you met with must have been 
most grateful to you, and they must ‘have 
gathered from youir order and discipline a 
cectain pledge of your active obedience'lo 
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your commanders in the day of battle, 
which alone can obtain for your valour a 
right direction and prosperous results. 

* “ Guglielmo Pepe, 

Lkiucnanl-Gvmml and Commainhr-in-CMff 
of the Nca^iolliwii Army,"* 

\ 

Will it be believed, that while I was 
thus taldng upon myself the responsibility 
of abolishing flogging, the soldiers, e.xcited 
by their officers, said that all this was in 
opposition to the will of the King ? 

At this time I received a visit from 
Bonapart<3(; Prince of Canino, who came 
from the‘'neighbourhood of Padua, where 
G eneral Ferrari then was in command of the 

c 

Pontifical brigade, Canino spoke to me of 
Charles Albert as being of dubious fidelity, 
an^ rather favourable to the Austrians than 
averse to them. I was astonished 'at this 
conversation, and I told Canino that I was 
grieved to see an influential man, attached 
to Italy, holding such bjiinions. I demon- 
strated to him,‘that it would be greatly 
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prejudicial to Italian independence, to dis¬ 
trust a king who had hastened with his 
troojjs and* his sons to support the daring 

insurrection of the Midancse, and who had ' 

* ^ 

it in his power to save the peninsula. 
Canino wa^ so sincere in his opinions, that, 
being convinced by my reasons? he offered 
to repair to the King of Sardinia with a 
letter from me. I accepted ^his offer with 
pleasure, but I addressed thfe ^letter to 
himself, and not to the King. I told him 
in that letter, that every Italian should 
feqt attached to tlie Sardinhu^King, and 
consider hkn as the first arM bdfet prop of 
Italian indep« 5 j;^dence. * Caiiino was well 
received by Charles Albert, who wished 
to keep my letters, though addressed to 
Canino and not lo himself. 

Disffhst seemed the order of the day 
in Italy, to suck an extent that, even in 
Ancona, sensible ‘people feared that ^ the 
Neapolitans propo*^d' ,to occupy, along 
with tliat place, all ‘the Marshes. I dom- 
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* 

‘plained to tlicse* persons, that they should 
fear Kins Ferdinand could makenise of me 

o ? 

to satisfy, his own anibition, ‘instead of 
leading the troops *♦ against the common 

% t 

enemy—and their suspicions ceased. 

In the port of Ancopa, I, found the 

f 

Neapolitan squadron, composed of six fine 
steam frigates and some other sailing 
vessels. The Vice-Admiral Cosa, who com- 

9 

manded Ihfcm, was a man devoted to the 
Italian cause; hut his mind was more 
patriotic than resolute, lie proceeded 
towards ^^llice, where* he was reccinved 
with the * gr^test affection; • and after 

remaining a •short‘time off'^thc Lagoon, 

* • 

he presented himself before Trieste. 

• « / 

In the meantime, after leaving the in- 
stractions^ necessary for the troo])s who 
were expected from the Ahruzzi t(T|)ursuc 
their march, I proceeded with my staff 
toward Bologna. Passing through Pesaro, 
I no longer found there my dear friends 
Perticari and Cftfesi; the latter had died 
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recently; the former many years before. * 
I stoiiped, a short time in his ancient 
(hvclling, iK)w inhhhited by hig brother 
Gordiano, who oflfcredf me a collation iji«- 
the very room ^in which I hg.d parted for 

ever from Giulio Perticari and from his 

* ? 

Avife, Avlio was a daughter of ,Monti, to 

« 

mount my horse, and drive the Austrian 
cavalry^ from Pesaro in the caini)aigh of 

1815. As in life our days of sorrow far 

• . t . 

outnumber those of enjo^anent, in the 
same jiroportion are our sad reminiscences, 
compared Avith the pleasant ones^p 

I Avas soo;i in Bol^igna, city I have 
ever loved, and this affection Avas repaid 
me Avith ‘usurious interest by its truly 
Italian population. I found there the fol- 

loAving letter frora Manin, President of tlie 

« 

Provisi(Mial Govcriimenf of Venice :— 


“ Excellency, 

% 

k 

“ The stat^ of our Venetian pro¬ 
vinces 'becomes daily njfore 'disastrous. 
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The Papal troops .have. suffered serious 
losses in several encounters^ ^ Not only 
the wholp of Friuli, but Trevignano, and 
rpart of Vicentino, £fre invaded by the Ger- 
man troops, r, who are ad^vancing round 
Venice, and evidently threaten a blockade 
by land,, while that by sea is already 
declared. 

“ Excellency, in this serious and perilous 

4 

extremity; we fervently invoke the assist¬ 
ance of the generous Neapolitans, moved 
and guided by you. flasten to our suc¬ 
cour witL.your land add sea forces, i£^.>ou 
would obtain-^lie gr«at glory ^)f saving us, 
together with .the* cause 9 ^ Italian inde¬ 
pendence. 

IP 

From the President of the Provisional 

t 

Venetian Government. ‘ 

*. • 

“ Manin.” 

Svery one will readily understand that 
I could have wished my troops to fiy 

40f * ^ 

instead of mareh. I again reviewed those 
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who had arrive^ in Bolbgna, and published. 
1 ^ % 
throughout the whole corps the following 

proclamation:— 

/ 


“ Soldiers of ev^y Rank in the Neapolitan 

Army combating in Northern Italy, 

« 

“ Tlic war we have uifdertakeii’i^ sacred; 
its aim is great, and incomparably glorious. 
We do hot aspire to Italy’s becoming again 
‘ donna di proviiicie/ but to her ^eing no 
longer enslaved. ~ 


“ Our rivals will, be the valorous v^ar- 
riorffof the house of Savoy, riCh in tradi- 
tional gloiy.' and the* sons of Milan, who 

* t ** 

without arms, ’'‘^}^t with their hearts and 

11 * 

hands, defeated and drove out the veteran 
Austrian bands from their walls. • Our 
past misfortunes oblige. us to be foremost 
in the midst of so much bravery in the 

peninsular camp. 

• * \ 

“ In vain have upwards of thirty writers 

celebrated the valour^of IMasaniello’s con> 

% A A A 

VOL. I. 
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, patfiots. In Vel^ctri, in vai|i, we vanquished 
the* Austrian bands. To few is it known 
that in the fort oi* Viglk^na our ^valour was 

if 

on a par with that of Leonidas. Cham- 
pionet and Masscna in their relations point 
out in vain the indomitable bravery of the 
people of Naples and Calabria, hinally, 
in vain; does history relate, that in 1815 
the ^Neapolitans were the first in Italy 

A 

who contQuded alone with tlic Austi’ian 
troops superior in numbers; that they 
were the conquerors in every encounter, 
and only^ abandoned the field of battle 
in Macei;|ita pndhe arrival of the Anglo- 

iL« # 

N 

Sicilians in the l^ingdom. Wkat has it 
availed to have conquered for ‘ ourselves 
liberty in 1820, which was dectroyed by 
al> Europe combined agajnst us ? 

4 

“ But how that Italy is struggling alone 
against Austria, now that the military 
deeds of Italy will be for the public cause, 
you will compel the world to admire your 
flalour, you wil] refufe past calumnies, and 
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f 

fully justify tl# reasonable confidci^cc, * 
which the GQiieral who l\^is the honour to 
coininand y'OU has fiver felt in you. 

Bologna, 20 ik Mayy 1848.” f * 

0 

I had found’in Bologna a’letter of the 
15tli May, in the name of the King of 
Sardinia, and I hasteircd to rejily to it, 
sending Captain Ulloa to the King’s head¬ 
quarters. I produce this lettof, because it 
explains .in part the situation of Upper 
Italy at that moment. 


Dologna, lOUi. 

“ To Ills EoPi'eHencij Minister of War. 

‘‘Signore, ^ • . * 

“ Though scarcely arrived here, 1 
hasten to reply to the letter which yom’ 

Excellency did mfe the honour to. address 

« 

to me, on the part of His Majesty, on the 
15th instant. 

“ The instructions which I have received 
from my governmenl are^ to reunite the^ 
entire brigade under tny command on the 
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' right of the Po, and jSiere await new 
orders. But as the independence of Italy, 

9 

and the Jionour of th*e Neapolitan arms, 
'-demand that T should march promptly 

Vs 

against the Qiicmy, I shall, without hesita,- 

tion, hasten to cross the great river, and 

*. • 

I shall have the honour to plade myself 
under the command of IT. ]\I. Charles 
Albert. 

“ I desire to know with precision whore, 

f 

according to the King’s decision, J ouglit 
to go with iny troops; wdiether between 
the Min^io and the' Adige, or whether 
towards'Trewso’. In the first jpase, I should 
be under the, direct ord^ of *^. M. In 
the second, I request that His IMajesty 
would direct that the two' Fictd-Marslials 
of the Pontifical troops, Diirando and 
Ferrari, should be under my orders, that 
the operations of -svar and discipline may 

Cl 

not suffer under any pretext, and that "sve 
may act together. 

0-1 ' f* , 

< “ In this sc^iond *case, we shaH not be 
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long before we Arcounter the enemy. But ‘ 
if, instead t)f*marching on Treviso, I should 
have the InTnour of placing myself directly 
under the command of the King, I wo^ild 
ask as a favour, of 11. M. not k> employ me 
in sieges or bloclt^des, but rather in open 
campaign. I am moiQ than evor desirous 
to refute completely the calumnie's Avhich 
malevolence, in former epochs, cast on the 
valour of the Neapolitan troops.' • 

“ I request your Excellency to direct, 
that the Neapolitan 10th of the line may 
joiivjthe 1st division of my Jifigade, as 
soon as it has crossed»the P<#. * 

I 

“ The captain of Sirtillery who will 
deliver tliis letter, and whom I have 
charged to present my respects to, the 
King, will inform* the Colonel of .the 10th 
that he must explain to the Commissary 
dlarelli what the regiment under his charge 
is in want of. Captain Ulloa will return 
speedily with the instructions I am wait- 
ing’for from H. M. 
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“ To-morrow, the first-Company of the 
1st division will start for Ferrara, with an 
excellent, battery of eight pi'oces. Two 
-^days later, the 2n<i company of the same 
division will follow. On the 22nd inst. 
the 1st regiment of dragoons will arrive 
in Bologna, and \yill be followed by the 
2nd, and a regiment of lancers. 

I have the honoin*, &c. &c., 

“ G. Tepe.” 


But while I was dying with impatience 

» 

to cross”the^Po, ai^ fancied that T held 
the liberty of .the "peninsula in my hand, 
an incident as unexpected as it was fatal 
took place. 

4ft 

When, I awoke, on th’e morning of the 

h 

22nd May, Lieutenant-General Statella and 
Brigadier Scala were introduced, the latter 


arriving from Naples’with a letter and 
information of great importance. A copy 
of* this letter, 'hdiiclt announced the new 
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and terrible misfortunes of all Italy, here* 
follows 


‘‘Naples, May 

“ Excellency, * , 

“ The serious disturbances which 
took place in tiic capitfil on the Ji 5 th iiist., 
as well as in some of the provinces,- and 
which‘arc threatened in others, impose on 
the government the duty of rCc^illing, as 
soon a§ possible, the troops which are on 
their march for Upper Italy. 

“^11 consecpience* of this, yow^ Excellency 
. will make arrangements tint p!irt of the 
infantry may embark at. Rimini, to be 
disembarked at Manfredonia; while the 
remaining divisions, including the cavalry, 
artillery, and aiiTbulancp, shall fall back on 
Ancona, from whence the artillery and 
cavalry shall, in J:he first place, be ordered 
to proceed; and'when they are nearly 
arrived in the kingdom, the remaining 
divisions of iiifautiy sliifll be embarimd, 
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and landed at Pescai^. . This being exe¬ 
cuted, the squadron shall tpi'oceed to 
Naples. 

^ “ These movemeiits must he varied and 

«r 

combined according to circumstances, and 
the position of the troops^ and the country. 

“For the 10th of the line, whicli is 
now at 'Gorto, near Casalmaggiore, your 
Excellency will direct that it may, -by the 
Modena road, join our other trooi)s in the 
Bolognese territory, and follow the same 
movement. 

“ The N’eapolitan volunteers may, if they 
desire it, •continue their march and join 
Durando’s troops. • 

i 

“ Your Excellency will he pleased, with- 

t 

out retarding the movement of the troops, 


to communicate thp preset] t orders at the 
head-quarters of H. M. Charles Albert. 

“ In fine, I am to add, in the name of the 
Royal government, thatdf your Excellency 
does not think proper to take the com- 
maad of the tyoop&^n their retreat,* it 
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should be assumed 1)y Lieutenant-Geixeral' 
Statella. • • 

“ Tlie Minister-Secretary of . State for 
War and Marine, ^ 

Prince oJ^ IgCIIITELLA/’ 

f 

Tlie two generals. could n«t conceal 
their joy on the receipt of this ^letter; I 
told them to return to me at mid-day. I 
sent to J)C‘g Count Carlo Pepoli come to 
me ipiickly: he is a Bolognese, but had 
been absent from that city sixteen years. 
I tf4d him that I commanded Jtfoops, who, 
in consequence of my tweiJty-s(?ven years 
of exile, now saw md for. the first time; 
and that the^ soldiers, superior officers, 
generals, all were devoted to the King; 
that, notwithstifnding, .1 should, have at- 
tempted to oppose the Royal orders if the 
population of Bologna had supported me 
in arms, and, above all, the National Guard. 
Pepoli, and other liberals, told me not to 
count entirely on t|ift pof)ulation agadiist 
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regular troops, who niigh,t arrest and con¬ 
duct me out of the town. E^ather than 
expose, not only myself/but the* llolo^nese, 
a fratricidal Wi4r, and to a ijolitical 
scandal, which ^A^^ould ha\:e rejoiced the 
Austrians beyond measure, I decided on 

f 

offering myself to ^Charles Albert as a 
simple vGlunteer on his staff; and, with a 
heart oppressed with anguish, with suffer- 

t 

ings morp 'acute than if my last nioment 
of life had arrived, I gave Lieutenant- 
General Statella orders to take the com¬ 
mand of*" the brigade,* and follow tflie 

V 

directions*' of <the Government. Without 
losing a moment, Statella expedited cou- 

• riers in every direction to the chiefs of the 

* 

different corps, to commence the retrograde 
% 

march; and thinking to ‘l)c agreeable to 

ft 

me, they said that, as I proposed to go on, 
they offered to give or^lers to the pay- 

4 

master to give me whatever sum I might 
require. I smiled at ‘such an offer and 
“tliajiked them. * • 
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III the meantime, the news of the orders 
from Naples spread along the Italian shore, 
and it wasr said that my life was in great 
peril. When a multi Aide of officers 
running to defend me, I a\kcjd them if they 
would also have assisted me in pi-eventiiig 
the trohps from returjiing, whigh not only 
diminished tlie numbers of the'llefendcrs 
of Italy, hut sent fresh aid to despotfem in 
Naples against the liberals whnjiad risen 
in favour of Neapolitan liberty. 

The brave among the National Guard 

pu^ their hands 6n their swoiMs, saying, 

0 * 

“ This is for you, Italian Gimerftl! ” and I, 
grasping my own SAwrd,.added, “This is 
for Italy as long as I live ! ” 

While the Bolognese had my safety thus 
at heart, a Neapolitaij general,^ Avho Vas 
most disposed to flatter the great, ex¬ 
claimed to King^Ferdinand, “ Is it possible 
that not one of your officers will put an 
end to Pepe with d pistol shot ? ” 

• Wifliout losino’ a,fc«insftint/I wrote anT* 
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declared to Lieutenant-General Statella, 
that he must rogavd the letter *1* sent him, 
ceding to him the command of the troops, • 
4L<s^not received, — that I had resolved to 
resume the comvnand. Statella not only 
resigned tlie. command-in-chief, which I 
had confoijcd on him, but, in the letter 
which follows, he declares that it did not 
suit him to serve any longer. I publish 
the letter, to give an idea of the spirit 
which animated almost all tlie generak of 
the Two Sicilies. 


Bolog:%, 22nd Eveningy 1848* 

“ Excellency, 

“This morning, the ministerial 
order was scarcely arrived for the retreat 

of the arni;)' of opei\ation to tlie kingdom of 

% 

Naples, leaving to your Excellency the 
choice, either of retaining.the command, or 
ceding it to me, in case you would not con¬ 
duct the retrograde march, when your Ex- 
celloncy judged it expedient to determine 
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that I should command in your place: and, 
according^to the ministerial announcement, 
J assumed, the charge dud cominenced to 
give •instructions for \;lie troops to defile 
towards our territories, ^ow, your Excel¬ 
lency, in orders of the same date, hut at a 

I ^ 

later h«ur, resumes the command of the 

• • 

troops with the intention of contyuiing the 
forward march. • 


“After the demonstrations which have 
taken ihace in this city, I find it impossible 
to oppose,—and, therefore, in spite of my¬ 
self T am obliged to accede »to,^—-your 

• • 0 

Excellency’s directions. ^ • • 

“ But, in the prcsenj; position of things, 
though as warmly interested as your Ex¬ 
cellency dn thb Italian cause, I nevertheless 
feel it to be incompatible with my* prin¬ 
ciples to take part with an army which 
is about to act against the will of oui 
Government, as iQanifcsted in the dbovc- 
named dispatch of4;he Minister of War. 

“ I «ahst therefoi^^ entjeat ^oiir Exed* 
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^ency to permit me to resign the eommand 
of the 1st diAisioi)^ which no longer suits 

me, and allow me to return to Ifaplcs. 

> 




‘ LiEUT.-GeN. cilOV^ANNI StATELLA. ’ 


The Lieutenant-General Giovanni Sta- 

* A 

tella was definitively resolved to depart. 
I did all on niy pow er to shield him fi*om 
the dangers wdiich menaced him. He 
reached Tuscany safely, hut ran a great 
risk there of being killed by the popu^p,cc, 
wdio burnt his caiTiagc from rage. The 

Vice-Admi'-al Cosa, wdio coinnmnded .the 

« . 

Neapolitan hav^al division in the Adriatic, 
and wdio had receivjiid so much applause 
from the Venetians, received orders to 
return to Naples. He obeyed w ith grief; 
but he obeyed. 

• 

Without loss of time, I despatched a 
courier to Ferrara and its vicinity, in order 

V 

that the troops there miglit remain. I sent 
another courier tow^ards Ancona, directing 
the commanders ^f thdse corps, under their 
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responsibilit}! to hasten their march to-. 
Avards liologna. *I was implicitly obeyed, 

(» • i 

in spite of a vivii wc^ order, given by 

Brigtftlier Scala, foi* a dountermarcli. This 

proves that the devotion .of the troops to 

tlie King proceeded from interest and not 

* 

from auy fnore 'elevated sentiment: my 

• • 

commands to continue their marcUtoAvards 
the To Averc obeyed Avith entliusiasm as 


Avell as ])rom]>titndc. * , 

The evening of tlie ■J2nd of May deseiwcs 
to be described liy the pen of a poet rather 


than of a soldier. .Neither befori^nor since 
have I ever seen patriotic *eijthusiasm 
manifested more enei;getically, or more 
uniA^ersahy. The street, in Avhich iny hotel 
Avas situated, "<^"38 filled Avitli all the popu¬ 
lation of Bologn^i. Many bands of miftic 
played in succession, •the Avindows Avere 


illuminated Avith lamps, and the street Avith 
torches. Extemporary discourses in prose 
and verse Avere spoken, and it vA-as im¬ 
possible for me noti to* ansAver. hoAveyer" 
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laconically, those wl# cli wera addressed to 
myself. The object of all these rejoicings 

I, 

was to thank me in the name of all Italy 

r' 

for not having obeyid the King’s orders. 

1 sent the same Brigadier Scala to Naples, 

4 

accompanied by Circllo, aii officer of my 
staff, to whom I gave two letters,, one for 
the Kinjr, the other for the Minister of 
War. In both these I declared my firm 
determination, neither to send, much less 
to reconduct, the troo})s into the Idngdom; 
since such a retrograde movement would 
be fatal to, Italian independence, and would 
redound mdreover to the eternal dishonour 
of the Neapolitan amiy. I terminated my 
letter with the following sentenceIn 
the mind of every citizen, the duty which 
should supersede every other is that whicli 
redounds* to the welfare and glory of his 
country.” 

WiU it be believed, that, for a long time, 
neither the King nor the minister answered 
letters^ thpugh t^ey blamed ijiy con- 



EVENTS IN ITALY. 


•177 

duct, and rejiBated tJ those around them • 
the orders ^Ijich had beein sent to me. But, 
(jn the othex hand, "the ministeri^ jexhorted 
all tile officers’ wive^to write to their 
husbands, that they and»* their children 
would be deprived of all their pensions, 

t 

and must die of hun/^er. Many officers, 
especially those on my staff, who diad the 
honour of Italy and of the Neapolitan 
name most at heart, referred me- to these 
discouraging letters which were received 
daily. I continued to oppose with perse¬ 
verance the increasing difficultiiss; I re- 

• t • 

viewed the corps as the^ arriv^a; i studied 
to profit by the impression produced on the 
minds of the soldiers by the popular de¬ 
monstrations of the cities through which 

they had passed, ^nd I perceived that tfie 

* • 

soldiers were more readily moved than the 
officers to favour the Italian cause. 

On the 23rd of ]\J[ay, two letters of *the 
same date reached • me from Franzini, 

I 

Minister-of War to CUgfles^lbel-t, and in 
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his name. I pfoducft them ?iere, to show, 
not his military capacity, hut his loyal 
character,* and his desire to save Italy. ^. 

c From Head Quarters in open CampaigVf 

2U(May,Um. 

“ Illustrious General, 

“ Ilis Majesty, hot being' able to 

t 

answer directly the letter which you sent 
him by General Ferrari, by reason of his 
being oliliged to depart for Peschiera, has 
charged me to write to you for the purpose 
of begging you to direct the march of your 
forces towards that part of the Venetian 
States where Nugent now is, with tlie re- 

V I 

mainder of the tropps which are not gone 
towards Verona. II. M. recommends, as 

of the greatest importaifce, that your 

< 

Excellency should afterwards unite your 
troops with the right of his army. 

“ At the same time H. M. desires me to 

i 

advertise your Excellency of the orders he 
has expedited to General Durando, to join 
-"the Sardinian army <^vith tl>e greater part 
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of his troops las spon las j)Ossihle, in order * 
to compciWBate for thd reinforcements 

'vhicli the enemy hfls received, ler/v^ing the 

* * • ^ 

rest to General Ferrari, under the orders of 
your Excellency. On the arlival of General 
Duraiido’s troops, JI. M. intends that the 
10th regfment of Ncap<)litan tropps shall 
be directed to join the Neapolitan Corps. ' 

“ In announcing to your Excellency ^y 
Sovereign’s directions, I hope, at tbc same 
time, fto have the earliest notice of the 
favourable progress of the Neapolitan 
troops, and I have ‘the honour^ to assure 
you of my highest consideration, * 

“ jVIost illustriims General, 

“ Your devoted servant, 

“ Fuanzini, 

“ MiniMe?' of War of JL Sardinian Majesty"'* 


“ Excellency, 


May 215^5 1848. 


\ 


“ Although I this morning com- 
mumcated the* orders‘.^f HtM.,’that you 
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should reach the Vene.tian.* territory, to 
watch and heat the corpse of Nugent, 
who, with only 5000 men, was endeavour» 
ing to join Marshal Radetzky, having 
now learnt by' the official reports that 
this junction has been effected, H. M. 
desires that your Excellency will imme¬ 
diately Join the right of his army, since 
there is every appearance to lead him to 
expect an attack on our line somewhere 
between Mantua and Peschiera. ki the 


expectation of a speedy and certain en¬ 
counter, 1 sign myself, 

“ Your E^ccllcngy’s devoted servant, 

‘ “ Franzini, &c., &c.” 


While I was receiving these letters from 

I. ^ 

(Charles Albert, Manin, the President of the 
Venetian Republics and the Charg<5 d’Af¬ 
faires of the Provisional Government of 
Lombardy, wrote me. the two following 

letters, which I insert, to show the situation 

« 

of Venice* and the patriotic enthusiasm of 
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Lombardy. Ina^ne, I reader, the state of' 

my mind.Grant me c?nly life, adverse 

• • * 

‘S^rtune, I inwardly ejaculated, tiM 1 reach 

• • ^ 

the other side of the Isonzo, and I will no 
more complain of your injulri;ice! Between 
my troops and the Roman troops, under 
the Brighdier-Generals*Durando,and Fer¬ 
rari, we should have united neaSt Padua 
36,000 men; and the King of Sardhaia, 
aided b 3 r this body of troops, wdujd with¬ 
out doubt have liberated Italy from the 
Austrians. 

“ General, 

“ The regular militia, led by 

GenerabJlurando, are retiring from Trivi- 

• • 

giano to keep in the rear of the Austrians, 
who appear to be*moving towards,Verona; 
they leave this part of the country in 
trust, I may say, to the valour and loyalty 

f 

of the troops commanded by you, General. 
On your arrival the popular enthusiasm 
will be rekindled, wdufth lAs b*een chilled 
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by circumstances v>hic|j I bvill not now 
detail, but leave' them to be,*judged by 
public ©pinion and by history. Time 
presses. We arc weak, and are not 
ashamed to confess it; anej there is joy in 
thinking that this new chain will more 

o i 


firmly join the different Italian races. 
Excelleift is the unity which is produced* 
from tlie most spontaneous and generous 

f_ 

affectioi^s*: To you, General, who, during 
an exile of more than a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury, have loved Italy with a watchful 
affection," to you no excitement is mx'es- 
sary. Ylmr* fuationi is with you. The 

wishes of all. the noblest countries in 

« 

Europe arc for us. The Quirinal, tJ'o camp 

* * 

of Verona, and Venice are the three centres 
« 

round which the fate of dtaly is agitated. 

^ I 

I 

From the harmony of the three movements 
will issue salvation and honour. 

f 

“ From the President of the Provisional 
Venetian Republic, 


“ MAntn..’ 
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, ‘4Boloona, 26 May, 1848. 

“ Excelt^pncy, 

“Your presence, your dignified 
authority, prevented me,* General, from 
expressing to you the sentiments of vene¬ 
ration jfnd admiratioii with wljicli I am 
penetrated, on learning the sublime aban¬ 
donment with which you have offered 
yourself to the Italian cause. * History has 
already registered your name among her 
heroes; and now the universe will place 


you^among tlic grdtit. Italy will acknow¬ 
ledge her salvation,to copie from you; 
from you will date the co^imencement of 
truly jmtional warfare and policy; from 


you the'victory over ancient servile opi- 
nions. I am de^^oted to you, for you 'are 
devoted to the country. All the powers 


which the Government here have conceded 
to me, I am prepared to use, in or(3er to 
second you in yoifr magnanimous enter¬ 
prise. • And ff that b« not»sufITcient, I *will 
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4 

«jo 3 rfdlly give you my (ife.^ In (the meantime 
* 

I desire also to ascertain tho ^.sentiments 

t * ^ 

of his Eminence Cardinal Amat, to who: 

I shall do myself the honour of presenting 
my credentials.. I request your Excellency 
to return them, or an official copy. Your 
Excellency’s devotei^. and admiring, 

“ Cesare Cohrenti, 

« StcTctary^ etc.” 


» • 

While these hopes were throwing a ray 

of pleasure on my existence, disastrous 
intelligenee reached me from Ferrar£\; it 
was repoBted* that the 1st division quar¬ 
tered there, coniposed of ten battalions, an 
excellent campaign battery, and* a com¬ 
pany of sappers, had revolted, *to obey, 

‘ as these rebels expressed, themselves, the 
orders of their beloved and beneficent 
King. Among the regiments composing, 

c 

this division was the, 12th of the line, 
which was chiefly fijrmed of Sicilians 

I 

^ tak^ri from* thei galleys, and* of pcCrdoned 
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I 

highwaymen^ ’^. ho, k|iowiiig themselves to. 
be invidioui^ to their co^itemporaries, had 
.placed all Iheir hopes oh the King’s kind¬ 
ness.* The other corps had followed the 
example of the 12th of tl^e lino. A com¬ 
mittee was formed, composed of non- 
commisjMoned, and a {ew of the^ subaltern 
officers, which directed the wli^le jnass 
of the division. They closely guarded the 


artillery and superior officers, .but these 
they,called their chiefs, to impose on the 


multitude. This revolt was excited, under 


han^, by officers, who had received letters 
from their wives imploring ^theisi to please 
the Government, and not to expose them¬ 
selves td perpetual exile. Tlie Cardinal 
Legate bf Ferrara and his dependents 

aided the rebels to consummate tlleir’ 

• • 

crime, even by giving *‘them the means of 


transport and large quantities of provi¬ 
sions, on pretext j;hat they might 'have 
joined the Austrian garrison of the citadel, 
an,d, beiilg irritated, mights have made.use 
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.of the field battery tl| ey possessed, against 
the towns on thfe road between Ferrara 

9 H 

and the Isonzo. ^ 

It was not prudent for me to send 
troops which l^ad not yet broken disci¬ 
pline, against such a numerous rebellion. 
Along the line of nvarch towards •Ancona, 
the excellent patriot Odinot, a Bolognese, 
endeavoured to persuade the populous 
cities on 'tlie great road to let their 
National Guard attack the revolt^l taoops 
on their march during the night; but their 
artillery inspired too much fear in j the 
chiefs of thesfi pommipiities. The Brigadier 
Latralle, who was compelled, in spite of 
himself, to follow the rebels, irritated Iiy 
the idea that he might be regarded as 

‘thcfir accomplice, put an.end to his life 

* **€ 

with a pistol. Colonel Testa, humiliated 

by the situation in which he was placed, 

♦ 

was struck by apopleij^y. Many officers, 
subaltern officers, and*soldiers of honour- 
ablQ sentiirfentsi wh«. were able to* escape 
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the vigilance of thft committee, came to. 
Bologna. . ' 

If, even tefore this calamitous desertion, 
discipline was unsteady, and the wills of 
many wavered between q,bedience to the 


Royal orders, or to their Commander-in- 

chief, the effect of jpuch fatal example, 

which moreover remained uivpuivished, 

increased tlic vacillation to such a decree, 

that it became necessary to*liope against 
• ^ 
all l;ope^ and I did still hope. 

Among so many sorrows, I was parti- 
cul^jrly afflicted by what was published in 
the journals, and reported in’*ftaiy, against 
the Neapolitans. AR tlm nation shared 
the blahie attached to one regiment, 
which the Iving had employed twenty 
years to seduce and pervert from tlleir 
nationality. Some months later, the King 
of Sardinia was compelled, by the vicissi¬ 
tudes of the war, ^o recal three battalions 
which he had sent to form part of the 
garrison of V^iiiice, ajid’ ntt one of these 
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would remain to combat the enemy in 
Italy. 

Latterly a French republican armv 
obeyed the orders it had received to attack 
the Roman renublic. In every epoch, 
citizens who have spent some time as 
soldiers in the ranks, have incuired the 
stain of anti-nationality. 

The tlu'ee regiments of cavalry belong¬ 
ing to my brigade arrived in Bologna, 
They were admired for their discipline, 
instruction, and dress. I reviewed them, 
and published the following order of,the 
day:— - *' 

V 


“ General Orders for the Neapolitan 
Camlry, 

• Three Neapolitan cavalry regiments, 
which combated in Lombardy, in 1796, 
have acquired historic fame. You too are 
three * regiments called, on to fight in the 
plains of Lombardy. 'Then the contest 
was^for the Royal cause—noy, at the same 
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time, for royalty and | liberty. It is there- 

f, 

fore your ^ nty, not only to equal, but to 
-‘iiirpass, their valbrous deeds; not only 
to emulate their glory, but to conquer. 

^ “ G. Pepe.” 


While, on the one hand, I studied to in¬ 
fuse Italian sentiments into the min^s of 
my soldiers, and, on the other, I,kept them 
divided; ^to avoid a repetition of the cata- 
strophe of Ferrara, I received another letter 

from Manin, which follows:— 

. # 

“ Ven?ce, 23r(Z May, 1848. 

“ General, 

“ You liave already been informed, 

• 

through General Ferrari, of the precise 

movements performed hithcrtq in the 

united provinces of our republic; of their 

occupation, in great part, by the enemy’s 

forces; of the resistance in some cities, and, 

it is useless to coheeal it, the weakness 

« 

of. mafly corfis among ouf absent troops. 



190 


NARRATIVE OF 


* 


•These notices must Itive made you aware, 
most valiant (Jencral, of the expediency of 
hastening the movement of your lirav^' 
soldiers in order to succour us, as well 
for the moral, as for the material advan¬ 
tage of our iiopulation and of our troops. 
But Ferravi could not have advertised you 
of the injury wc have received through 

tlie ‘supineness of General Durando’s 

1 

troops, in,consequence of wdiich, the troops 
of General Nugent have effected a Junction 
with those of ^Marshal Kadetzkv, between 
Vicenza and Verona. V will add a precise 
notice of the'^^striiyi forces, wdiich are 
descending into Itiriy to form a second 

r 

corps, and which are already arrived-in 
Friuli and Trivigiano. This notice will 
confirm ypu in the resolution, that we do 
not doubt you will take, to hasten to our 
relief, in defence of the principle which 

t 

ever directs all the glorious actions of 
your life, and which "v^e have proclaimed 
to all the Venetian pbople. 
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“ We liavQ been |ye-witnesses of the* 
valour of our Ncapolitai brethren in the 
encounter^at Treviso ail'd Vicenza. If we 
were forced to* admire the ardour and 
indomitable courage of tjiat small free 
corps, what may^ we not expect from the 
greater •number and»discipline^ of those 
under your command, inspired with fresh 
energy and confidence in such a captain ? 

Permit me, (leneral, to* itipew the 
assu^anoe of our highest consideration. 

“ Manin, 

** PnshKnt of Vmetian Ri-puUknn Government^ 


Besides Manin’s Icf^ter, t received an- 
other from Franzini, Minister of War, in 
the name of his Sardinian Majesty, which 
I transcribe:— 

i 

«‘lird May, 1848. 

“ Excellency, 

« 

“ The Neapolitan Chargd d’Affaiiies 
to my master the King, having expressed 
to. me,* that 'it would be* desirable that 
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General Durando sh(^;ild be at the disposi¬ 
tion of your Excellency, to act^ in concert 
against the Austrian foiccs in the Venetian 


territory, his Majesty desires me to inform 
you, that, whenever you think this mea¬ 
sure indispensable, he will expedite an 
order relative to General Durando. As to 
the instructions which your Excellency, 
through the medium of the said Charg6 
d’Affaires^' expresses a desire to receive 
with regard to the operations -of ^our 
brigade, the distance which separates us 

will only permit me to point out a general 

% 

plan,—that ol pperat^g in such a manner 

as will repulse the» Austrian corps with 

the greatest vigoui, endeavouring^jt Ah a 

( 

same time, to cut them off agjiin from 
Vefona. ^ Your Excellency should also 
place yourself in a position to effect a 
junction with the right of His Majesty's 
army, in case an attack on Verona 
should render a momeiitary reinfoi cement 
desirable. 
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In case Di^rando’s corps remains under* 
your Excel^pncy’s orders, the 10th of tlie 

-Urie may reniain wfth th*e Sardinian army. 

> ] 

“ I have the honour, &c., 

“ FJ?ANZINI, 

MinUter of TTiir,'^' 

% 

I wanted neither the spurs of Charles 
Albert, nor of the Venetians, to make, me 
cross the Po with the ttoops which 
renmined* with me: these were, a division of 
infantry, another of cavalry, and an excel¬ 
lent J^attery with sappers. But I was assured 
by my officers who were the^ Ino^t devoted 
to the Italian cause, that the troops, who 
^vere vy^i tfi difficulty retained in their ranks, 
would deffeert me when I commanded them 
to pass the Po.. Now hy waiting a fbw' 
days before giving thi^ order, that which 
the King promised Major Cirello to send 
me, in accordance jvith my wishes, niight 
arrive. Nor did I hope for this, from any 
repentati'ce in •the King, hut from the fpar 

vA. I. 
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'Which the Calabrian insurrection would 

A 

inspire if it continued. ^ 

In the meantime, the progress of the 
^nemy in the Venetian territory, and the 
dangers to whiph Venice was exposed, were 
such, that I thought the moment was 
arrived to risk the,, attempt. I therefore 
transferred my head-quarters from Bologna 
to .Ferrara, and decided on issuing the 
following 'Order of the da3^ 

If I have not had the good fertuiie to 
decide the salvation of Italy, I have 
succeeded in defending Venice durii^g a 
long period, and in giving its people 
occasion to show tl>cmsclvcs worthy of the 
glorious liberty which their forejptjiors 
enjo^Td for thirteen centuries; I showed 
‘ tJ]e Ultramontancs to what a pitch the 
desperate valour of the Italian youth, 
though unused to arms, could attain; and 
lastly, I showed a king, that the love of 
country can make the bread of exile 
su'^eter than Ifis highest favours. ' 
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Order of Hkehlaij. 

f • 

# HEAJ)-^TrAUTEJ& AT IlOVlQO, JlOlC lO/Zf.. 

“ To-Moiinow at day-break, Major 
Ritiicci will pass the Fo, and repair to 
tlicse liead-fpiarters. 

“ To-inprrow at ten Colonel Cotru- 
fiano with the 1st dragoons will ^larch to 
Ferrara, where he will pass the night 
The day following, at nine o’clock a,.m., he 
will jiass.the Fo at Francolino, and con¬ 
tinue his march on the same day to these 
head-cpiarters. • 

“ To-morrow at dawn of d!l.y Colonel 

• 

Colonna, with the 2nd dragoons, will reach 
Bondeno. • At ten o’clock a.m., the following 
day, he will coTninence his march in order 
to pass the Fo at^Falantone, and the night 
at Occhiobello. On thfe morning of the 
13th he will quit Occhiobello, and arrive 
at these bead-quarters before evening.* 

“ Major Giosue Guida, with the 2nd 
division of the* 11th qfi the •lino, will quit 
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Cento to-inoiTow at ten o’clock a.ni., and 
march to Poiitelagoscuro. At ^dawn on the 

, 4 * 

12th, ho will pass the* Po at‘‘Francolino, 

I 

gnd continue his inarch to Rovigo. 

“ Colonel Cayacciolo, with the 1st lancers, 
and 2nd battalion of the 2nd, at seven in 
the evening to-moiiTOW, will pi\)ceod to 
Cento f®r the night, and the following 
morning Avill continue his route to Ponte- 
lagosciir(y tut Mizzana. The next morning, 
he will pass the Po early at Francoliiio to 
arrive at these head-quarters the same 
evening. • . 


“ Brig^vlicl Klein, with the 9th of the 

i • 

line, and the 1st battalion of the 8th, to- 
morrow, at seven in the evening,' wjlljiro- 
ceed to Bondeno for the night. At ten a.m. 
the next morning he wifji pass the Po at 

* I 

Palantonc and pursue his march to Occhio- 
bello. On the 14th he will resume his 
marbh, and arrive that evening at Rovigo. 

“ The 2nd and 3rd ♦battalions of volun¬ 
teers, the 2nd»battQry of artillery,- and the 
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Ctli company* of sappers, have already 

^ tf 

passed tliefPo, and are at head-quarters 
s*»»ec yestefday. 

“ It \roiild be difficult to say whether 
the prompt entjiusiasm of ihese troops in 
tlieir advance, or, tlie fraternal exultation 
M’itli wHich they wefc rcceive^l by the 
inhabitants and the militia of Milan and 
Bologna, was the most fervent. • 

“ The military of every rarili ai;e strictly 
bouml t(5 obey their general under pain of 
being declared in a state of revolt. 

general-in-(5hief has the right of 

•• 

modifying, on his rcsponsibjljity,* the orders 

he receives from his •Government; above 

% 

‘-alb'^heii these modifications have in view 

• • 

the national honour and the King s interest. 

“I therefore* hold all the subalfern 

# * * 

officers, officers of every class, and parti- 
ticularly the heads of corps, responsible 

w 

for the exact execution of these orders, of 
the day, in default of which they will 
endanger both their Itfe aifd honour. . 

Ai 
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Beyond the Po^ provisions of every 

k ^ 

sort will abound, and the mi-litary chest 
will be supplied both 'oy our governnjont 
and by those of Lombardy and Venice, who 
have sent me (y»mmissaries for this purpose. 

“ The recent victories of the King of Sar¬ 
dinia over the AustHans, the prai&’es which 
our 10th “of the line and the 1st battalion 
of volunteers have deserved for their 
valour, must make every Neapolitan sol- 
dier desirous of finding himself in*pre«cnce 
of the enemy, before the campaign is 

terminated by the undoubted succesc? of 

« 

Italy. 

“.(jiUGfJELMO rEPE, 

t 

Commander-in-Chief of the NcajiolUan . 

I shall conclude tjiis chapter by a letter 
from the provisional government of Lom¬ 
bardy to their secretary. General Correnti, 
whom they sent to me, and one from 
Terenzio Mamiani. 



EVENTS IN ITALY. 


109 


“ iHiLXN, May 24/^,, ]K4:i. 

To Signor ICesare (Horrniti, Secretarf/-Gen<ral ' 
of the Provisional Government of Lombardy, 

\ 

“You are desired ^to repair with 
all speed to the Cpmmaiidcr-in-Chief of the 

Neapohtaii army, General Guglielmo Pope, 

# 

in order to guarantee to him, ojid to dl 

tk 

the officers and soldiers in his brigade, 
that, in every eventuality, their .rank and 

ft 

pay jvilbbe assured to them as forming 
an essential part of the army of Lombardy; 
in ^se, an hypothesis which we hope is 
impossible, they were deprived of their 
rights by the Neapolitan government, for 
hayh^ passed the Po and taken part' in 
the war Tor Italian independence. 

“ You will talte care to give as mndf 
weight as possible to these assurances; 
and, for this purpose, you will act in con¬ 
cert with his Majesty the King of Sardinia 
and the Provisional Government o^ the 
Venetia,h republic, in.wfiatever may occur. 
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“ The Provisional Goveniment of Loni- 

' ‘ 

hardy gives you full authoi'^ty to take 
every measure ndedful^ and tc^ impart, in 
its name, all these arrangements, that 
they may avgil for the accomplishment 
of. the great end which is trusted to the 

o ^ 

vigorous energy of its mind, and tbe fervent 

« 

patriotism of its heart. 

« C.ASSATI, PrtnidcaL 
DURINI. 
GUERRI.y?!.’' 


^ “RoMJi, Ifai/ lo lii. 

“ Dear General, 

% • 

“ You must alrcadv be aware of 

•> 

the ill-will with which the King of Kapleft-» 

« 

sends here the troops which are under 
yodr command. But, in case you should 
not have received ctistinct notice on this 
point, on account of theii* desiring to con¬ 
ceal it from your exalted patriotism, you 
may be sure of the tnlth of what I now’ 
tell you. This d?iy, a \lespatch from ‘Naples 
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reached me, in which the ^funzio relates a* ' 

• • ’ 

conversaticyx with the Prince Cariati, who 
came in orSer to ftiretePthat, possibly, the**^ 
troops ■would be recalled. This may serve 
you for advice and rule conduct. It 
appears that King Ferdinand is jealous, of 

* r 

Charles ‘•Albert, and ddfes not fancy expend¬ 
ing money and blood without sonie increase 
of territory. These, dear General, arc old 
monarchical maxims; the/ neither suit 
the times nor the welfare of Italy. 

“Let us think of saving the country, 
an(i if Piedmont * becomes formidable, I 
confess it will not disturb^my peace. On 
the other hand, I eonstantly grieve to 
th.bik tliat your excellent troops may per¬ 
haps nol participate in the great work of 
independence. • I and my colleagues don- 
fide in you alone. Tal^e all the authority 

^you can on yourself, and even, to provide * 

« 

against these events, proceed forwards with 
all speed. ^ 

. “ Esfcusc my frankiless: /ou have knpwm 
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me for so many years, that you can neither 

V i 

douht my sincerity nor be offended with 
my plain dealing*'. Adieu, de^r General: 
recommend me to our Bozzclli, and let us 
save Italy. , 

“ Again adieu. Your ipost affectionate, 

“ Terenzio Mamiani.” 
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CHAPTER i:*. 

Insurrection of the City^f Nai)les, l.Oth of May, l}{48,AviA its 
o fatol coiiscs^nt'iiccs. 

After my departure from Najdes, Troja, 
and the minister who preceded him, tried 
every means calculated tcT procure the 
welfare of the kingdom and of all Italy; 
hut their endeavours were in vain with a 
priyce whose mind clung to absolute 
power as to a second natuTe. This mi- 

• r 

nister could, therefore, come to no useful 
decision* respecting the affairs of Sicily. 
The many thousands of the reserve which 

the King had promised he would send td 

• ' 

the Po, to increase the companies of my 
battalions, never moved. No one was sent 

to Rome to urge forward the treaty *of the 

\ 

Italian league. Unless under the influence 
of feaiV the •Kmg vras never inclined to 
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•any g-ood deeds. He perceived that all the 
♦ * #*■ * 
ardeiit young men in the Ici&gdom, and 

especially in the cairfltal, wlfo were ^of 

liberal opinions, had no leader; and, on 

the other hand^ tlie army wyTe devoted to 

him, above all the Swiss mercenaries. To 

these circumstanced, which were" against 

the cause of liberty, may be added the 

celebrated Encidica, in which Pius IX. 


began tq, show a retrograde ten<lency. If 

t 

the lovers of Italian inde})endei'ice •were 
not discouraged, yet the opposite party 
began to hope; and for' the first timestlie 
star of j)eRinsular fortune grew })ale. At 


that time it was said (and the report 

4 

reached me through the camp of* Cliarlcs 
Albert), that the Sicilian King already 


’thought of betraying us, and recalling the 
troops entrusted to me. At that moment 


I did not believe this, nor do I now think 
it cou'id then be true, since the fatal recal 


could not have taken place without the 

c 

vietpry which the Royal troops obtained 

i» ^ - 
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on tlio 15tli of May over the patriots of 

* • 

the capitaL|.who were few in niiraheri and 
wi til out a thief. The fdult of the Neapp-*" 

I 

litan youths, wlio took up arms on tlie 
15th of May, was not that^they combated 
a prince who was radically averse to the 
constitution which he*had sworn to main- 
tain before God and men —their*fault was, 
that they had not well calculated J;beir 
own, and the enemy’s forces; • that they 
did jiol.choose among themselves a good 
leader, or, in default of a good one, a 
mediocre one; for it is well known that in 

all deeds of arms it is beft^r to have a 

• « 

faithful and ardent, chief, even though 
inexperienced, than to bo without any. 

Ilavihg read with attention the narra¬ 
tive of Massari, on the events of the 75tti 
of May, and that of atelebrated Neapolitan 
advocate, who was in the midst of them,* 
and being assured that the facts are 
related with great^exactitiide, I shall here^ 
transcribe tliem in •great part, omitting 
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the reflections, which do not satisfy me, 
and adding my own. 4 

On the approach of< the 154h of May, 

<1 

the do])uties elected in the provinces 
arrived in Najdes, and they ascertained 
witli their own eyes t^je fearful crisis 
which was hanging over the country. Yet 
no one foresaw that it would be as ter¬ 
rible. and as near at hand as was the case. 
The mine' was loaded with gunpowder 
—the spark, whicli was to set ii^ on 
fire, was alone wanting to make it 
explode, and this was* the question of 
the oath. 1 '■ 

♦ 

The minister published the programme 
of the solemn ceremony by which the 
parliamentary labours were to be inau- 
g\n*ated. In an official article it was said 

4 

that the deputies were to swear fidelity to 
«the King, and to the Staiuto ,—nothing 
more. ' No mention was made of the 
express clause in the manifests of the 3 rd 
of April, which confeyred on Ahe Elective 
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xVssembly the right to expound and modify. 

» « 

the constiti|tion. 

The cledled deputies ’met in a private* 

\ 

conference, in order to come to an under¬ 
standing together, and, hy^a preparatory 
deliberation, to Ijasteii the verification. of 
their powers, which Would necessarily be 
the first subject of discussion submitted to 
a legislative body. One of these reurpons 
met by invitation at the house ^of the ex- 


minigter.Iluggiero; but, as many were of 
opinion that he ought not to be jidmitted, 
because the election was made during the 
time that he sat in the cctdiiiils of the 
Crown, the meetings were transferred from 
his house to a saloon of the Communal 
Pala/zo *of Montcoliveto. 

The form of, the oath was iiaturjflly 
tlie theme on which' all the discussion 
turned. The silence regarding the powers • 

solemnly promised on the 3rd of •April 

• \ 

by the executive power offended the^ 
deputies. Hence, a.•great diversity^ of 
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opinions on the formula to be adopted, 
and‘much irritating ^iscussio i. The de¬ 
puties liad little or m confidence in the 

> * 

minister. The i)rogramme which he had 
signed increas^ed their distrust and dis¬ 
content,—an unjust distrust, a fatal dis¬ 
content, which hastened the catastrophe, 

$ 

and ruined everything. 

The deputies assembled at the Palace 
Monteoliveto.* In a preparatory meeting, 
they had chosen for their president iji age 
the venerable Archdeacon Lucado Samuele 
Cagnazzi, a profound and learned econo¬ 
mist, andsfof vice-president Dr. Vincenzo 
Lanza, a celebrated professor of pathology 
in the University of Naples, and one of 
the most respectable pliysicians of the 
cafiital. The discussions were violent and 
agitated: every one wished to give his 
opinion. The formula inscribed by the 
minister in the official programme was 

. rejected: it was moved that a conference 

« 

shopld be opened mth himpto obtain his 
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consent to a better formula. The depu- 
tation repaired to the minister, who, it 
may readily be uttderstbod, had no other 

t 

object in view than to put an end to 
dissensions, and to recqpcile the de¬ 
mands of the deputies with those of lihe 
Prince. . ■> 

The news of these differences -flew with 
the rapidity of lightning round the oity; 
the minds of all were moved*and^ alarmed 

m 

beyoijd all belief; suspicions and distrust, 
hitherto concealed, now burst forth in open 
an^§r; deep and hidden wrath was stirred 
in every breast. Still the *qu*estion be¬ 
tween the executive power and the cham¬ 
ber remaine^ untouched, when suddenly 
it becanie known that some baiTicades 
had been erected in the Strada di Toledo.* 
These barricades were the first prepara¬ 
tions for the funeral of liberty. Positive 
data are wanting as, to their first aufhqrs, 
which proves that *they could not have - 
been persons of note,* By this fault the 

Yof. I, 
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•expulsion of tlic foreigner was delayed, 
and will be. Heaven knows fair how long. 
Xliose who committed dt were"' misled by 

• r"* 

ignorance of their means of action, and by 
not knowing l^ow to use those which they 
were able to furnish. The conduct of the 


King was not merely 


a fault, but a serious 


crime,—tke crime of having brought such 


sevore calamities on his country. 


It is jmpossiblc to say the number of 
deputies who shared in these discusgions. 
If they erred by uselessly raising an irri¬ 
tating question, they erred at least -^vKli 

the greatost* ‘good faith, and it certainly 

% ^ 

was not their intention to push matters to 
such terrible extremities. Many ran to 
entreat the people to pull down the barri¬ 
cades, but they were not listened to. The 
minister, justly alarmed at these menacing 


events, and placed, as the Italian proverb 

I 

says, “between the anvil and the hammer, 
,.did not neglect any fticans of arranging 
the, fatal dissension.: he did alh in Ins 
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power to perijuade tlie King to consent to’ 
tlie wishes the national representatives. 

The lionOurable Minister of the’Interior, 

» "t 7 

•• 

RafFaele Conforti, on the evening of the 
14th of May, o'epaired to tlie hall where 
the deputies were assembled, and, almost 
with tears in his eyes, he conjured them to 
think of Italy, and to let irritating discus¬ 
sions yield to the thought of co-operatiiig 
with alacrity in the war of national inde- 
pend»nctf, which was now being carried on 
ill the plains of Lombardy. To these 
patidotic and judidous words of the good 

t • 

minister* the provisiojpal vijpe-pfesident of 
the chamber, Vincenzo* Lanza, answered— 
“The chamber will provide for the war 
better than the minister does.'’ 

• * 

To meet the exigencies of the moment, 
the deputies named a committee of public 
safety, composed of five of their number; 
and this the partial imagination of Bozzelli 
afterwards called a “Provisional Govern¬ 
ment.” 
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This committee was most .innocent, and 
never entertained the notion which was 

* I. f 

attributed to it, of concentrating the su¬ 
preme power in its own hands, and pro¬ 
claiming the fall of the Bourbon dynasty. 

'After many reiterated endeavo^irs, the 
deputy, Camillo Cacace, supported by the 
minister, "obtained from the King, that, to 
avoid disagreement, and calm the public 
agitation, the opening of the Parliament 
should take place directly, and n'o form of 
oath whatever should be prescribed. On 
this notice, hope revived; disheartening 

V' 

suspicions"were dissipated ; doubts ceased. 
The soldiers of 4;he National Guard, rejoiced 
at this act, returned tranq]iil.ly to their 

f 

homes in the middle of the night, very 
few of them remaining iftider arms. The 
following moniing many of the deputies 
repaired to the Palazzo di Monteoliveto in 

t. 

black coats and white cravats, certain of 
assisting at the imposing ceremony w^hich 
was to inaugurate, their ‘parliamentary 
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labours, and consecrate the first real act of 
a representative government. But Heaven 
in its highland stefn resolve had ’disposed 
otherwise, and this day of expected jgy 
became a day. of sorrow siiid slaughter. 
The sun which r®se bright and splendid* in 
that azure and placid sky shed its parting 
rays on the last liour of Italian liberty ! 

At half-past eleven, a.m., the firing eom- 
menced—on which side is unknown—in 
the Meiglibourhood of the barrier of St. 
Ferdinand, close to the Royal Palace. ^ x4.fter 
the^rst shot, conciliation was at an end; 
the die was cast. Th^ few ^Jatiofial G uards 
who were under arms, and the other sol- 
diers, who ^ the beat of the drum hast¬ 
ened to the spot, sustained tlie battle 
heroically. The»encounter was murderous, 
and for some time the*result was doubtful. 
The soldiers of the Royal Guard turned 
their backs; the sinking fortunes of tjie 

s 

royal army were retrieved by the Swiss- 

« 

mercenliries. 'They,jjfetendingthemselves 



2H ^s'AEKATlYE OF 

•friends to the Neapolitans, had been 
listened to fraternally. Son^ of their 
superior officers were admitted to visit the 
barricades, and they swore on tlieir cross 
of honour tliat they wopld not fight 
against the citizens.. The lying promise 
was a sly artifice to get within the barri¬ 
cades, in order to estimate their real power 
of resistance. As soon as they saw that 

they werpTra^ile and ill-constructed, tliey 

« 

turned hack, and kept their promises by 
figliting with a fury and ferocity whicli 
baffles description. Platoon fire, inccsst^nt 
musket shots, djid not ^suffice; artillery was 
used, and the CcT,stles"eannonadcd the inno- 
cent city. That of St. Elmo alone did no 
damage, because the guns were only loaded 
with powder. The loyal* commander of 
that fortress, General Michelangelo Ro- 

* berti, a man and a citizen before he was 
a §oldier, would not obpy the orders given 

• him, and preferred losing his post to com- 

i 

mittiiig an infamoits fratricide. "On the 
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towers of the ^castle floated the red banner 
—the ablnAred symbol of murder' and 
blood! 

But in the Boyal Palace they tremliled; 
the fate of the war was ^till uncertain, 
and its final result doubtful. 

The diplomatic corps all repaired to the 
King’s Palace, even including Lord Napier, 
who on the 29th of January had sl^wn 
himself so flivourable to th<5 caysc of li- 
bert^i Not one of these diplomatists said a 
syllable to persuade the Iving to put a stop 
to t^ic inhuman slaughter, and give orders 
for the troops to return to fl*e>r quarters. 

• C 

Unhapjiy Naples, in the middle of the most 
civilised nineteenth century, was coldly 
abandoned to all the horrors of war; and 
the civil functionaries of the nation 

m 

not courage enough* in the name of 
humanity, to plead its cause. 

The behaviour o,f the deputies on t^hc 
15th of May was'"truly admirable. Tha- 
sword 6Y reactionary ^tower was suspended 
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•over their heads; the palace in which they 
werd deliberating was surroivtided by sol- 
* diers ; iHiminent ‘dangi^r of ddath tlireat- 


ened them every moment; but their cour- 
age did not fojisake them; and, with a few 
ex-ceptions, all remained ?.t their post. The 
president by seniority. Archdeacon Cag- 
nazzi, though almost an octogenarian, gave 
the iirst example of firmness and courage. 
An officer presented himself, and, in the 

A 

name of tlie King, desired the assembly to 

i 

dissolve itself. The venerable old man re¬ 


fused to obey this verbal order, and^,de¬ 
manded tlmt it should be written. Before 

they submitted^ a nolde and dignified pro- 

« 

test was written, and signed by seventy- 

seven of the deputies. Pietro Leopardi, 

Gifolamo IJHoa, and Giusej^pc Masari, who, 

«> 

on account of their employments elsewhere, 
were absent from tlie kingdom, and could 
not participate in theii\colleagues' glorious 

4 )eril, publicly gave tla^ir adliesion to tlwil? 

‘ > 

protest, which with*,^a*eat moderjriion nf 
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language, and energetic laconism, attested • 
to the counJry the sentiments of their re¬ 
presentative’s, and c«uragdously pronounced * 
their solemn reprobation of the arbitrary 
acts of a government, which attacked the 
clioseii dejiuties of the nation with the 
arguments of the sword and cannon balls, 
thus suffocating liberty, trampling on just 
rights, and destroying the constitution^ 

Ill that terrible and memorable emer- 
genc^i, the Ncapolitnii deputies proved 
themselves the worthy descendants of 
tho!^ immortal martyrs, who in 1799' met 

death on the scaffold with’Hie serenity 

* > 

and deliberation of Stoics, with the manly 

resignation and confidence of Christians. 

The deputies were driven from the hall 

in which they .^vere assembled, because 

alone and unarmed they could not resist 

the soldiers sent to eject them ; but, while • 

departing, they protested against the* brute 

* ^ 

force which trampled triumphantly oit^ 
their ottragod rights,* in the language of 
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f 

• authority and offended justice. Nor are 
these praises either cxa^gcra'ted or unde- 

* servedfor the Neapolitan dephties lieroic- 
ally defended their prerogatives to tlie last, 
and ill the face of death, from which tlicy 
were miraculous] 3 ’’ delivered, they did not 
swerve from the sacred principle- 41103 ^ re- 

I 

presented^ nor betray their high national 
mandate. 


Nor di,d'the combatants give fewer proofs 

of courage. Tlie struggle lasted ft-on^half- 

])ast eleven in the morning till the evening, 
(♦ 

and Avas most blood 3 \ The soldiers of^ jilic 

I 

National (iiuh'd, avIio were for the most 

C. • 

part young, unskilful, and novices in the 

» 

art of fighting, performed jn*odigies of 

I 

valour. The fragile barricades were feeble 
faYnparts against the on&et of the royal 
troops, especially the Swiss, who declared 
• that they fought for their bread. 

i 

Th 6 strongest liarrievs, and the last to be 
overcome, were the br(!asts of those gene¬ 
rous youths. Unfortunate and heroib young 
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men! who from the smallness of their < 


1 1 ‘ ' * 

nnmlicrs, anthe want of a leader, were as 


innocent victims tc> the ^butcher. . What, 
« ^ 

tlien, >vas the cause of all this bloodshed ? 

1 

Those traitors to their coiintr}', who, 
l^reedy for place,>were impatient to coii- 
siimniato »the sacrifice, and again to erect, 
over the dead bodies of so many mag¬ 
nanimous patriots, the tottering edifice of 

despotism. » * ^ 

» 

In tJie midst of the'grief occasioned by 
such dreadful calamities, it is at least a 


comfort to reficct»that the Italians, and 
especially the Neapolitans,''liave borne 

* t 

testimony with their* blood against the 
false and ignominious calumny cast on 
tlicm by‘foreigners, that “the Italians do 
not fight.” ‘ • 

The soldiery abused* their victory by an 
excess of inhumanity almost incredible: 
they revelled in barbarity; and in the 
middle of the nineteenth century, in tlie^ 
most fliJhrishing and ffvilised city in Italy, 
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■ Neronian horrors were committed; and 

f < ' { 

Europe, from her fleets, impassible and 
teaidess, contempiated chc sanguinary spec- 
tacle! Pillage, slaugliter; children and old 

f 

men murdered; ’women slain; all that in 

# 

spite of humanity can take place in a city 
taken by storm, and after a long resist- 

t 

ance, wa,s experienced by most unhappy 
Naples. The days of Cardinal Ruflb, of 

infamous, memory, seemed restored. The 

^ • 

dregs of the populace crowned die.w'ork, 
and vied with the soldiers in vile cupidity 
and unbridled rapine. . The houses o^ the 

liberals wtr^^pointed out, and selected for 

# ♦ 

pillage and violence. Three times in the 

1 

course of the day the lazzaroni and soldiers 

went to Salicctti’s dwelling, and three times, 

foi’tunately, they failed in finding him. On 

» 

being asked Avhy they Avere so enraged 
- against a man avIio had never done them 
wrong, they answered, “We haA^e pro- 

c 

^mised his head to the King! ” An excellent 

young man named 'Santillp,. Avho iiad tlie 

( 
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reputation of being an ardent liberal, and • 
a thorough Italian, seeing the soldiers 


ascending hiffe stairs,* to ajlpease their anger * 

put himself in bed and feigned illness; but 

in his bed the}^ inexorably murdered him. 

All the soldiers .of the National Guard, 

taken wi^h arms in their hands, were shot 

in the ditches of Castclnuovo. Not a few 

% 


fathers, before joining their beloved sons 
in the tomb, were compelled to,look on 
whilctthfy were murdered! 

On tlie evening of the 15th May, the 
, mo^ beautiful city in Italy presented a 
hoiTid spectacle, which my**p«n shrinks 
from describing. Palaces burnt; the Via 
* di Toledo and the adjacent streets strewed 
with the* bodies of the wounded, and with 
bloody corpses;* the groans of the dyiflj 
droAvned by the obsce’ne cries of the sol¬ 
diery and the populace; all around the • 
smoking vestiges of the artillery; ’every 
where squalid contention; in every family 
agitatidli and. grief; jft every breast dread 
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■ and terror; liberty extinguished; reaction 
triunii)]iant and inebriated with joy. 

This .is an exiilicit Account "of the cata¬ 
strophe whicli happened in Naples on the 
loth ]\lay, 1848. The reactionary party, 
which had heeii yanqiiighed on the 20tli 

t 

January, panted for its revenge ;<the aiiar- 

chy which prevailed during the ministry of 

Bo^zelli was the arsenal whence they took 

and furbished their arms; the agitation 

» 

caused by tlie dissensions betv/cep tlie 
deputies and the King relative to the oath, 
made the young men run to arms; aqd in 
the unequalVoinbat liberty fell. 

t • 

To clear itself in the eyes of Europe from 

i. 

the blood which had been shed, 'to avert 
the execration of Italy and of all'civilised 

naliions from the head of the IMnce, the 

• • 

Government alleged that they had used 
* the right of legitimate defence, and had 

fought against republicans. But the dc- 

« 

jputies, the soldiers of die National Guard, 
the patriots of every^class, did not toiitend 
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foi‘ a republic, but to maintain the con- . 
stitution swoj-n to by* the King. If. the 
Government? as they wisiied it to. be be- • 
lieved, had truly acted for their lawful 

defence, towards what party ’would they 

• % 

have leaned after,the vietbry ? Doubtless 
they would have continued to co-operate 
efficacipusly in the war, and thgy would 
have preserved the constitutional fran¬ 
chise in its purity. But on the xiontrary, 
tlie goyernment hasten«d to recal their sub¬ 
sidies from Piedmont, to revoke the gi*eater 
l)art^of the concessions made, and, ab^^ve 
all, they hastened to call bac^* tlie troops 

commanded by Pope, .whose co-operation 

» 

during all the month of June would infal¬ 
libly havh decided the liberation of Italy 
from foreign yokp. •• 

The ministerial portfolios had fallen into 

bipod. The antecedents of the members . 

% 

of the ministry were not such as to con- 
ciliate the esteem send confidence of the 
nation. Nevertheless, before judging them, 
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. their acts should be seen; no one can he 

' ' / 

brought to believ^ that men, reputed 

honourable, if not capable, yliould in a 

’ « 

moment sully their reputations by making 

/ 

themselves the pliant instruments of 
reaction, 

V 

If the vile subterfuges employed by the 
ministry of the IGth May, to persuade 
the troops on their road to the Po not to 
follow their General-in-Chief, were minutely 
known, when, against every rule of dis¬ 
cipline, they made themselves judges of 

t 

the ^difficulties which arose between the 
said general” and the government, more 
than ever would all Italy applaud those 
Neapolitan soldiers who passed the Po, and 
followed Pepe. 

•■'■‘With regard to internal operations, the 
first was a manifeko, signed by the King, 

• containing expressions of anger and menace; 
but ifr mentioned that the Statute would be 
upheld, and by this means reassured the 
minds of the citizens. Tlie facts^ plainly 
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showed the signification to be given to* 

\ » f 

these words.. The National Guard of Naples 
was dissolved, theicity Vas placed in a* 
state of s\pge, and all arms were ordered 
with severe threats to be given up: and, as 

if these measures were not enough, the 

• • 

Chambei; tw\as also dissolved. At the same 
time the electoral franchise, conceded bj" 
the King on the 3rd of April, w^as declared 

subversive and anarchical, and ^lercfore 

% 

annulV^'d.* A new electoral law was pro- 
mulged, differing little from that which 
, Boz^lli had fraincd*. The electoral colleges 

w^cre convoked for tfie 13th *o*f June, and 

• • 

the opening of the Parliament fixed for the 
• beginning of July. At the same time 
incarcerations and trials began; the soldiers 

who had pillaged*and stolen were rewardelT 

1 

with premiums and honorary distinctions; 

domiciliary visits were renewed; spies ' 

% 

flourished anew; and the ancient pblice 
revived as by enchantment. General* 
Michelar^iolo Uoberti fiBr not cannonading 
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- the city from the Castle of St. Elmo, was 

» ^ ^ 

disrmssed; and the head of the ministry 
* which dismissed him fras Bo;i’zelli, who, a 
prisoner himself in that castlq in 1844, 
had received from the loyal old soldier 
every sort of courtesy and kindness. 

a 

In the mean time the sad news of the 
fiery state of the capital spread over the 
provinces, and generated in the minds of 
all imn]ense' irritation and cruel ai)pre- 
hcnsions; suspicions became strong(ii’, and 
the fermentation indescribable. The whole 

I* 

kingdom was in agitation; in Calabria 

they ])rocce(fed to action, and in many of 

the communes took up arms. But these 

provinces were unprej)ared for a general 

rising; nor did a single citizen* of note, 

*?fr sufficiently esteemed- to inspire the 

< 

confidence necessary to direct such a 

’ movement, present himself. Therefore, on 

/ 

the side of the li1)erals, no experienced 
.head inspiring:^univefsal confidence; with 
the remembrance "of recent misfortunes 

^ I 
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from want .of arms: on the side of the’ 
ferocious government, a sufficient num])er^ 
of troops; decent Hctory in the‘capital; 
with numberless examples of cruelties 
rarely heard o,f: in fine, telegraphs and 

steam-boats, thanks to which, losses affd 

* • 

reverses* • (for there was a mqpient in 
which* the royalists between NiCastro and 
Pizzo found themselves in rather critical 

circumstances) were easily repaired: such 

« 

were »th(? causes which occasioned the 
discomfiture of the liberals in Calabria; 

I 

whivih rendered the government inbre 

• • 

proud, more averse to^ liberty, nfbre power¬ 
ful ; and which place* the. nation in the 
sad necessity of again conquering their 
lost institutions. 
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Passap;f* of the* Po.—TroopH nhioli folloAv Pepo.— Fii>it/)j)oratioi*s. 
—Fall of Vu'oTiza.—Small remaining corps c^iciiitrated in 
Venice.—•Advantages to Italy from its ilefeiice.— description 
of the Lag^xm.—Command of all tht' Italian troops Venice 
conferred on the Author.—State of tlie furtiheatious, and of 
tfie troops in tlic garrison. 


t 


Altitouoh iriy ordei* of the day of tlic 
10th of June* was 'dated from ItosV.go, I 
published it in Eerrara, Avhere I remained 
in order to superintend the passage pver 

the Po, of ‘tSvo battalions of Neapolitan 

• • 

volunteers, another ©f Milanese volunteers, 

< 

which had been conducted to me by the 
fervent patriot, Cesare Correnti (whose two 
younger brothers were in tliis corjis), and 
a battalion of Bolognese volunteers, with 
an excellent field-battery and a company 

i 

of sajjpers. The passage was performed 


at Francolino. Thc^' Marquis Costahile, 
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proprietors^ and both warm patriots, pro-' 
vidod all the expenses and requisites.* 

On arri\'ing on Ithc right bank of the 
river, we were received by a multitude of 
citizens from the neighbouring communes, 

who were devoted to the national cause; 

• » 

also by* several companies of the civic guard, 
with bands of music; and lastl5', by the 

lA * 


young ladies of a neighbouring seminary, 
with their directress, who declaimed a pa- 

triotic poem. We all waited thd two fol- 

• • 

lowh% days for the passage of my troops 
with the fine cavalry. When I aiTived in 
Rowgo, my anxiety seemed to be doiibited; 
I was ignorant how, many wdtild follow 
me, and I trusted bift in few; while, on 
the other side, I saw with pain that the 
Roman forces, commanded by Durando, 
general of brigade in the pontifical servi(!!r, 
were in serious dan'ger in Vicenza. I 
kjiow not by whose orders Durando occu¬ 
pied Vicenza, but certain it fs, that if, 
instead of that citythe fprees of Pius 
had occupied Padua, which is not only a 

** ® i, • • 

walled city, hut al§o in great part sur- 
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•rounded by water, they mighty either have 
defended themselves* there, or have fallen 
'back on. Venice or Metdre. At the same 
time, the enemy by advancing towards 
Padua would have removed to a greater 
distance froni their forts, and the move- 

• 4 

ment of the Sardinian troops‘would have 
rendered'retreat more difficult; but Vicenza 

r 

fell about the 11th of June, at the very 

moment when I was placed in the unfortu- 

« 

natc position of finding myself followed b}" 

f • 

none, or very, few of those I had l^ft on 

the other side the Po. Notwithstanding 

thhs, and without hesitation, 1 ordered* two 

battalions \)f artillery from Padua to enter 

the Lagoon, and with the rest I prepared 

to go to Cavazere from Rovigo on the 12th, 

if my troops should execute my orders to 

flfoss the Po. A sorrow which we apprehend 

# 

is still greatly increased by the certainty 
• of its realisation. I was filled with the 


most .lively grief when 1‘knew, that of the 
troops I had left beliind me, only one 
battalion of the 2n(l Rifles, commajidcd by 
Major Ritucci, who hidd been*my subaltern 
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officer in 18J5, had passed the river; and* 
that the other battalions and squadrons 
had chosen* to obe)^ the* King’s orders b/ 
repassing the Tronto. 1 leave to other 
pens to narrate the particulars of this 
event, so fatal’ to Italy • mine is more 
willing*^to he employed in praising my 
contemporaries. All hope of beiflg able to 
support the operations of Charles Albert 
being lost, I turned my mind to the best 
method, of preventing the fall of Venice; 
therefore on the iStli of June, via Padua 
and Cavazere, I entered the Lagoon with 
tha'dbrces before-mentioned, to which "sWre 
added the 2nd battalion,^ of •Neapolitan 
Rifles. These might "v^ell be called a model 
battalion; and there is no doubt, that 
had we not arrived in Venice with the 
above-named auKiliaries, Venice must hath 
fallen before the end df June, from want of 
defenders, and still more of commanders. « 
I embarked at Chioggia, on a steam- 
vessel, for the city of Venice, on the same 
day, tl\e 13th, and I*aiTived there after 
sunset. I knew not that I was expected, 
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' but on stepping on shore, I found myself 
surrounded by the ’ affectionate Venetian 
'population, whom I ’vjras destined after- 
wards to admire so much for their love of 
liberty, which made them heedless of all 
personal or family interests, and even of 
life itself. 

f 4 

The crowd which accompanied me to 

the Palazzo Soranzo, which had been 

chosen for my dwelling, pressed on me 

so much, that it was with difficulty I 

could breathe. They proclaimed* me their 

deliverer, and truly I felt tliat I would 

willingly give my lifb to deserve w.the 

^ % 

name. * 

« ♦ 

Among the advafttages which redound 
to Italy from the long defence of Venice, 
two are pre-eminent. The first is* to have 
Shown the utter contempfc.of worldly goods 
and life, which the love of liberty excited 
in this people;—the second; is, to haye 
demonstrated to the >outh of Italy, in 
how short a time, ri-om absolute inex- 
perience in ^ warfare, they may ,becoECie 
capable of contendilig with advantage 
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against disciplined troops. I say, the. 
youth of Italy; for thfe defenders of V,enice 
were comi)osed of; Neapolitans, Romans? 
Venetians, Lombards, and even Piedmon¬ 
tese, since Charles Albert sent two batta¬ 
lions there for some time^ * 

* « 

My readers must not expect from me a 

# I ^ 

minute description of the Lagoon, which, 
in fact, is not easily described; still T 
must mention some particulars, renfem- 
bering .that in a journal'wfiich «vYas pub¬ 
lished in Milan, in {lie summer of 1848, 
by some fervent literary patriots, it is said 
thsA Venice being ‘entirely surroundedVnd 
defended by waters^ its wfioie garrison 
might encamp on terra firm a. 

The entire lake, which is called Venetian, 
and the* estuary, are nearly nine miles in 
circumference;, but there are no fev.ser 
than fifty-four small* ’and large forts to 
garrison. Those of Malgliera, Brondolo,, 
and Treporti are on terra firma, an^ could 
not be abandoned *svith impunity. Laige 
ships of war cannot ^nter the Lagoon ^ 
acegunt of the shallowness of the water 
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« 

• in many places, and of tlie internal canals, 
which are partly Artificial," !aud partly 
•natural.. Of its defence I mwot write at 
length, but I shall not say a word of my 
own ideas regarding the system to be 

followed ill besieging it, since Venice is 

• • 

now occupied by the Austrians. 'It has 

I « 

been my singular fortune to pass my days 

4 * 

alternately in camps, in chains, and in 
royhl palaces; and recently 1 was whirled 
from Pauls to* the command of an army of 
Ferdinand the Seconcl’s, and then to that of 
the Italian troops in the Venetian republic. 
It i/iay be my fate, at ho distant dayr. to 
bear arms t^gamst th^ Ultramontanes who 

now contaminate Venice with their pre- 

* 

sence; but the unparalleled glory of so 
many centuries’ duration is not destroyed 
by a few years of misfortune. 

Tlie fii*st visit I received on tlie evening 
,of my arrival in Venice, was from Maniij, 
the President of the Republic. He de¬ 
scribed to me the situation of Venice, and 
^ proposed that I shopld take the copimand 
in chief of all its lan^ troopse I accepted 
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the offer, i^nd he issued the folloAving. 
decree:— 

“ To his Excellency Lieutenant-General 
Baron Guglielmo Pepe, Sfc. 

9 

“ The Provisional Government of the 
Venetian Republic nominates your Excel¬ 
lence, General-in-Chief of the land forces 
which are now in Venice. 

“Your name is already great, and re- 
vered. in* Italy, and Rie present title will 
add nothing to its lustre; but your name 

will be a favourable omen for the liberation 

•* . ^ . 

of these provinces—a liberatiaijj which will 

soon render it more ^orioifs. 

“ From the President of the Provisional 
Government, &c. “ Manin.” 

“ Venice, 15th JmiJ^ 


0 I accepted this command, for I had ever* 
considered Venice the most important 
military position to preserve in Italy, sinbe 
it is frgm thence that.the Austrian empire . 
inufit be attacked. The fortifications in 
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. the lake were almost abandoned, aad 
the excellent Ncapblitan offifeers of the 
♦engineer-corps who hajl follo^vcd me were 
most useful. The militia whom I found 
in Venice, when joined by those I had 
brought with me, amounted to 22,000 
men, including a fine battalion of marines, 

f * * 

and one* of gendarmes, all old soldiers, 

^ « 

but who could rarely be occupied in the 

defence, as they were employed in pre¬ 
serving internal order. The rest, of the 


• C • • * • 

militia were divided into different* regi¬ 


ments, into battalions, and into many 
suhilivisions, and were fchiefly coramaKded 
by adventurers. Eqch corps had rules 
of discipline, £^nd ordinance^, peculiar to 
itself, and, what is more extraordinary, 

t 

they were paid and armed in different 
\Tays. Often in one company might be 
seen four different* kinds of muskets. 

. Garrison-service was wholly unknown. 
Among others, the garrison of Malghera, 
Ihe key of Venice, was composed of 3000 
of the civic garde jnobile, who npt find¬ 
ing sufficient room to*lodge themselv<>s in 
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the two barracks which were there, lay 

on the groufld in the*open air, or wjithin 
the harracko which Jhey were beginning to> 
consti^uct. 

To give an exact idea of the state in 
'which 1 found'the military population in 
the Lagoon on my arrival, and to remove 
all sus])icion of exaggeration, I will trans- 
scribe the letter written to me hf Tomaseo, 
the Minister of the Interior; he is om? of 
the wavniGst patriots, and ihost •eminent 
of tli« ItMian literati,*aud could not per¬ 
suade himself that I should succeed in so 
sh(j;st a spa(;e of time in converting aVset 

of men, so utterly deficient'nN< discipline, 

• € 

into a valiant militia. 


‘‘Vkmce, ntff June. 

“ Dear (General, 

“ This troop of idle undisciplined 
men is more dangerous than useful to 
Venice. We beseech you to send them 
away as soon as possible. Form a cam}^ 
which is earnestly demanded by evety 
one.^ lo you *i& con%led our destiny, Mid 
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. perhaps that of all Italy. It is superfluous 
to reconimend ourselves to' you. Adieu, 

*3vvith aflection. , f « 

“ TomasLo.” 

I produce thi^ letter for the honour of 

t! 

Italy, when it appears that ,a vagabond 
set of youths, 'unused to arm's, in a 
short tini6 became disciplined trooi»3, who 
assaulted with success a Avarlike enemy, 
not oncemr ttvicc, but repeatedly. 

But if among so fnany thousand militia 
many deserved the aj)pellation of vaga- 
hoiji'ds, many others, porhaps a good Jialf 

of the entiive* garrison, had left their fami- 

« « 

lies, Avho Avcre more J^r less in easy circura- 

# • , ^ 
stances, through love of Italy. Oftener 

than would be believed, I found in the 

ranks young volunteers of high families, 

either from the cit}^ or the provinces. I 

was particularly gricA'Cd to find that 

advancement was given,, not to merit, but 
( 

to satisfy the demands of the patriotic 
cidb. 

r , • 

When in presence of the tfuemy, promo- 
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tion should be gained with the point of. 

the sword. • In sorao of the battalions, 

* * 

especially apiong tbe Lombards, there was* 
not a single soldier deficient in education. 
In Venice, in Chioggia, and in some of the 
most populous* islands, endeavoured to 
prevent* tliein from lodging in the inns, 
and sp(?iiding there the money J:licy had 
received from their parents. jBut I was 
rewarded by knowing that they read tlierc 
wdth great attention my orders of* the day, 
from j^vlift;di they often repeated different 
sentences. These orders were my wnr- 
horse. I generally met with so much 
kindness of feeling in these *^nthusiastic 
young men, that when I questioned them, 

* t 

first onb and then another, concerning 
their vants, they concealed from me the 
privations they ^suffered, to avoid giving 
me pain; for not one of them was ignorant 
that I loved them as my sons. About 
tiiree hundred young men of respectable 
families had formed themselves into .a 
company to serve as artillcry-inen durirrg 
the siege. They suffered privations with 
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such patriotism, and exposed their lives 
with so much valour, that • you might 

• r 

iiave thought thqm th/3 conteipporaries of 

* • 

L^curgus. 

• I will here transcribe the order of the 
day which I Addressed to the Neapolitans 
who had followed me to* this^side, of the 
• Po, and the manifesto to all the* Italians, 
in which P justified, on public grounds, all 
tha<i 1 had done since I embarked at 
Naples ti»\l my arrival in Venice. 


Order of the Day. 


I) 


“.Officers, Subaltern-officers, and Sol¬ 
diers of the Neapolitan corps which i)assed 
the Po, by foKowin^ your General you 
have proved* yourselves possessed* of the 
first virtue of a soldier, which is obedi¬ 
ence ; by adhering to the Italian standard in 
this sacred war, in spite of'servile habits, of 
threats and of seduction, you have deserved 

'well of the whole nation. When thift 
, » 

p§Lrt of Italy to which you specially belong 
shall have regained tliose liberal institu- 
tiops, of which frahd and yiolemtc lia^e 
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deprived it, niy voice will be raised t© 
demand, tlfat in ycAir respective liomes 
3^our name« may be lastingly recorded. • 

“ id the meantime, though your number 
is small, there is much to be done. You 

must at the least equal ii; viflour our 10th 

• • 

of tho line!, and our 1st battalion of 
volunteers, who liave obtained th# ap^ilause 
of llis Sardinian Majesty. You'must show 
yourselves so prodigal of blood and life, 
that tlie world sluill say that those who 
refused to follow yoA over the Po were 
seduced, for, being your contemporaries, 
thevi’ courage could not have failed. , 

“ You will neither be exiles^ wir banished, 
as the satellites of regal power have 
threatened. Every province which lies 
betweerf the Tronto and the Alps is your 
country. I slial^ recommend all the Italian 
governments to treab jmu as their own 
troops, and give you the rewards you may>, 
deserve. Like a tender father, ray ^nidea- 
vours for your welfare will never cease'; 
your guarantee is the affection, increased 

t • 

add sanctified* by misfortune, which I have 

m VOL. I. 
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cherished all niy life for our coiniiioii 

( 

country, and which will follow me to the 
^•ave. , ^ ,■ 

“ Lii<:ut-Gen. Guglielmo Pece, 

*^Oominand<.'r in Chn‘J\ 

CiuAiiTKius, V^iMCE, 15th Jar':” 

r 

I 

Ordei of the Day. 

i 

“OfficeiIs, subaltern Officers,and Soldiers 
of the Italian Militia, who, under various 
denoiijillations, are now coinbatin<>- in the 

•• I 

Venetian provinces,'for the libeiation of 
the entire Peninsula from the Austrian 
yoke; the Government of his Holiness,,the 
Government “’lOf Venice, and tJie Com¬ 
missioner of t’/ie iMinbard Government, 
have desired that I should put myself at 
your head. I have accepted this great 
honour; and if any thing could give me 
consolation for having been followed by 
so few of the troops vdiora I had con¬ 
ducted to the banks of the Po, I should 
certainly have found it on assuming the 
c^mand of the numerous troops belonging 
to 'different Italian provinces, which have 

t 
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long been ^dear to me, and are noAV inoi'e 

so than cvdr* from tAe flattering reoeption 
given to me by {heir .inhabitan,ts in nfy 
recent misfortunes. 

“ foundation and summit of all 

militar}'^ exeellencb is disciffline. Valour, 

• * 

love of country, kind sentiments, energy 
of will’ and firmness of 'purpose* are all of 
them virtues which you possess; but these, 
which give you so much superiority over 
the trop])s you are to conten’d with, will be 
fruitless* without niiAy of command and 
prompt obedience. It will be my earnest 
cart; to introduce and consolidate both 
these among you. Without tK*<:;sc, in spite 
of courage, alacrity, mid jirdour, you -will 
not obtain over the enemy the advantages 
which hll Italy expects from you, sup¬ 
ported, as we £U*e, by Charles Albert, the 
great lu-op of Italian independence. 

“In future no soldier must leave liis. 
banner without obtaining the permission 
of his superiors, and the approbation of the 

Commaiidcr-in-Chief. No corps can cxe- 

» • * 

ciite^ any moteinenV without the orders* of 
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* ♦ 

trlieir respective Generals, M'hicli^must have 
been Jfirst confirmed* by me.*Reasoning 
rihd deliberation may beseem bnotbers, but 
cannot ])e allowed to warriors. By main¬ 
taining discipline with firmness, by punish¬ 
ing the smallest*failings, A\iiich if passed 
over might lead to serious evils 1 shall the 
most eflicftciously promote your well being. 
1 shall refer every act that des(‘rves reward 
to your respective governments, nor shall 
1 rest till* 1 have obtained it; 1 sin'll take 
care that, through *the niediuin of the 
official gazettes, those of your deeds which 
arc .worthy the rising destinies of Italy, «pur 
common cotmtr^ for which 3 ’on have taken 
up arms, may especially made known, 
to your contemporaries, to your parents, 
to .‘ill of whom you most desire the esteem 
and affection. I hope thus to convince 
you that just and rigorous discijdine is the 
•supreme necessity of Avar, and my mind 
Avill rejoice only when I can pi-aise yoi‘t 
with truth, and reward 3 X)u according to 

your deserts. • , 

• , f ' • “ G. pErn,* 

Venice, Jmc, € 
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» 

• •Orcl^r of the Daij. 

To the ItTfUans, an(f parTw.atarhj the. People *of 
Botoyna, us a murk uf viy gratitude toirards 
them.. 

f 

“After tw5nty-seA"en*ye/lrs of an exile, 

wliiclr itself was not iny first, I returned 

» 

to iny native country. The Presidency of a 
^linistry of niy choice, witli the portfolios 
of war and marine, were olTercd me* but 
the King' not acceding to my jitogramme, 

• ft 

whi^h tended to enlarge the constitution, 
I accepted the command-in-chief of the 
ai;Miy destined to'combat tlie Austrians. 

“ The mdependcncc of Itafy, and the de- 
sire to see the valo\ir of .tlie Neapolitans, 
who had shed so much blood in the cause 
of libcrt3% shine on the field of battle, was 
ever the ardent wish of 1113^ life. I, there¬ 
fore, Kised all my efforts to overcome the 
innumerable difficulties with which the 
expedition was sought to be retarded. 
Thus T had decid*ed the Ministr3" on dis¬ 
embarking m3"self j^nd a portion of ^fhc. 
tr(4)ps at Venice, AVfien suddenly this 5alu- 
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» I . 

tary design was impeded, and instructions 
were given me to wait for new orders 

bStw'een Bologna and Fm*ara. ‘ Neverthe- 

• ♦ 

less, I had scarcely re-united the greater 

t 

part of the forces, than I wrote to His 

Sardinian Majesty, that *1 ,sh‘ould speedily 

continue my march to the Veiietiai'i pro- 

f Inces, wittiout waiting for further orders 

* < 
from Naples. When T was on the eve 

of executing this project, the Neapolitan 

Ministry oi the 15th May (a day of painful 

^ ^ * • 

recollections) sent a General to me, 'with 

orders not to advance against the Aus¬ 
trians, but to conduct thb army back ir5.to 
the kingdoiA, w^here it would have been 
employed in cojnbatin^ the defenders of tlie 
Chamber of Deputies. But as the Minis- 
try were not ignorant of my sentiments, 
they ordered the same General to make 
the troops, w ho had nbt yet arrived In Bo¬ 
logna, turn back; to exhort the officers and, 
subaltern officers of the entire corps, both 
by Vords and writings,mot to follow their 
Commander-in-Chief ,if he should .refuse 
to retreat, uftder pain of being consid(ycd 
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I f 

outlaws, ai\d being banished their country^ 
thus ruining ‘their cateer, and abaiujoning 
their wives and (Jhildren to misery. In 
spite of so much perfidy, I ordered the 1 st 
division to pass the Po on the 2Gth of May; 
but seduction* bad already* produced its 
sad effects,'and you all know how the two 
brigades v'hich had advanced to Ferrara, 
refusing obedience to their commanders, 
turned back towards Rimini, where they 
were lad to expect that the Neapolitan fleet 
' wouW take them up and convey them to 
Naples. Many officers, faithful to honour, 
did* not follow the mutineers. Colonel 
Lahalle, who commanded tfie€ii(l brigade, 
being compelled to accompany them, gene- * 
rously preferred death to dishonour, and 
with hi*s own hand he put an end to a life 
which could na longer serve Italian inde¬ 
pendence. Colonel Testa, from the intensity 
of his anguish, was struck with apoplexy, 

“ These horrid exanipl cs did not vanquish 
my firm resolve of aiding the comiuKln 
cause, and I directed Jhat on the 30th May^ 
tiiCfc Colonel bf the® 1 si Drago%)ns, followed 
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by his regiment and three battalipns, should 
cross the Po near Stellata, and .'the rest of 
the troops on the followjng day* Then the 
head officers of the regiments declared, that 
it being now known to all the officers and 
soldiers that I Vas acting against the King’s 
will, this movement would expose them to 
a renew alt of the sad scene offered by the 
1st division at Ferrara. Yielding to neces¬ 
sity,* and in the ho})e of aiding the Italian 
war, I "Waited for an answer from the 
Neapolitan government; but though rtiany 
days had elapsed beyond the time needful 
for q, speedy answer, with signal bad faith 
they maintained an artful silence. In the 
meantime event§ Avert* ripening in Venice. 
The Avar commissioners of Venice, Rovigo, 
and Padua, invoked our assistance in the 

holy cause with the trooj)S which remained 

* 

to me. Ever an ItaHan, 1 determmed to 
pass the Po, and I gave precise orders tq 
this effect. In very many officers servile' 
habits prevailed over se»timents of military 
ho^'our; but an excellent battery of artil¬ 
lery, and a company’bf sappers, gav/3 a 
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iioljle cxan\ple. All were most valuable^. 

t 

and, commanded by tlffc good Major M^)reno, 
tliey immediately jjassed in company with 
two battalions of volunteers. Then* Major 
Ritucci, whom 1 rejoice to call of my school, 
as he was fornfcrly*my suboi^&inate, having 
arrived on ^ the banks of the river, pro- 
iiOTmced these iiohlc words, Onwards ir 
honour, on that side dishonour;” and the 
soldiers ])assed on. 1 was followed by all 
the ofhc(u*s on my staff, ahd joined by 
“sevcitil o’fficers and sohie detachments. 

“ The division of infantry and that of 
cavalry, so much applauded by the patriotic 
Bolognese, abaneloiied me. '*My hopes of 

^ I 

aiding the Italian cause, ,and of placing 
Neapolitan military glory in relief, thus 
proving* delusive, I thought of offering my 
services to Cliarles Albert as a simple 
volunteer. But called to the succour of 
Venice, with my few remaining troops, JL 
'was entrusted by its government with the 
command of the ‘forces assembled herb, 
and the Cardinal Legate of Ferrara, dn the _ 
iiaiye of thd ComSlilta, presided over by 
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Jlim, desires I should assume ^hat of the 
Pontifical forces on hhis side the Po. 

t 

“ It would ill accord with myi sentiments 
and with my life, to refuse to act in the 
service of Italian independence. I have, 
therefore, accepted tliV commands con- 

r 

ferred on me. May success* correspond 

V * 

with my ?eal. May fortune prove favour¬ 
able. It is not in her power to diininish 
my*love for Italy. Wherever I have been 
she has been rny pride, as well as my com¬ 
fort ill adversity. 

“ Guglielmo Pefe. 

Ju'iH' Mtli. 

« 


In the meantime, I hastener^ to write to 

. • 

his Sardinian Majesty, giving him notice 
of all that had happened to me, anJi of the 
command which I had accepted in* Venice; 
and I added, that whenever he couKl place 
pnder my orders one of his brigades and 
the s(]iiadron commanded by the Vice- 
Admiral Albini, I wQuld disembark at 
Tfj^ste, not in ordet to occupy it, but to 
send all its riches to Vbnice, together yith 
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their mcrcJ^ant and war vesselsand, 

j 

tliat, moreover, with iSiese troops I ^yonld 
attaclv the «nemy, 6r at least molest theii* 
forces between the Isonzo and Rovigo. 
Rut the Sardinian King, whose ardour in 
the Italian cau^e I Admired, l^t never his 
military talonts, nor, above all, his art in 
clioosing good superior officers, instead of- 
respomfing to iny proposal, adclrcsscd to 
me the following letter through Gen0Val 
Salasco,, chief of his staff:— 


Frum Head Quarters^ 

« Valeggio, Jmic^ 1818- 

“ General Ferra^u has *tlfts moment 
arrived from Rome, ^ent Jo his Majesty 
from the Pontifical government. The 
King, considering that it would be both 
advantageous and reasonable that the dif¬ 
ferent rtu’ps, either of the regular troops 
ov of the militia and volunteers of the. 
I^ontifical state, now bearing arms jn the 
Venetian territorief^ who were not, arAf 
cannot Jie, comprehended in the conven¬ 
tion *for the reductibii of Vicenza on tlic 
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. lltli’inst., slioulcl act in concept under one 
eominander, has judged expedient to ad- 
•here to the demand of "the above esteemed 

» f 

General Ferrari, charging him in the 
interests of the common cause to assume 


the commaiM of sueb trboj)s under the 

» * 

superior authority of your hXcellency, to 
• whose Rink auM ])ositiou belongs the 
command*of all the Venetian troops, with¬ 
out distinction, with the approbation and 
under the diVection of H. ]\r. the .King of 


Sardinia, General-in-Chief of all the^forces 


combating for the independence of Italy. 

V II. M. trusts that these various treo})s, 
united nm^er the dmection of your Ex- , 

cellency, regularly 'distributed and well 

« 

conducted, may not only defend Venice 
effectively, but, should the opportunity 
present itself, may act on. the ofiensivc on 
tarra Jihna, and molest tlie eneinj* in the 
, possession of the city they have recovered, 
or force them to keep strong garrisoiis 
drawn from their can4)aign forces. 

Signor LeopardJ, minister of the Nea- 
peditan government ‘ to Ins‘rMajesty,, ■will 
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write niore^fully to your'Excellency" on. 
tlicsc sul)jc(?[,{?. I ccAifine myself to the 
brief orders nlreud^ exjiressed, and lie^ 
your Excellency to be assured of my dis¬ 
tinguished consideration. 

“ SAlasco, 

[Jeut. Gt\}.y Ch ief of th< 


The Pontifical government had conferred 
on me not only the command of the four 
legions , which I found in-Venice, but 
iiioreowei'^ the power to dismiss’ the officers 
of every grade whom I thought unfit for 

service, as Avell as to bestow rewards on 

**% 

the deserving. Ferrari, Avho,lff4m a retired 
lieutenant-colonel in France, had been 
received* in Rome with the * rank of bri- 
gadier-gbneral, at the end of ^lay had been 
deprived' of his^ command by the Roman 
government, Avhich was not satisfied with 
his services. This circumstance was con- 

« 

iTciry to the orders of Charles Albert; but 

* • 

As-d was very desirjiiis of satisfying hiip, 
remembering that on* Jiim depended ^liO 
expulsion of ihe Austrians, 1 did not tail 
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to confer the co'iiiinand of the four leaions 

i ^ u 

on General Ferrari^ keeping watch over ' 
«his conduct. , * 

* 9 

•In the meantime, the encrgeti'c and 
most Italian government of Lombardy 
issued the fallowing decree:— 

“ The Provisienal Government 'of Lorn- 
handy decrees ,— ' 

''1st. All tJie Neapolitan officers, sol¬ 
diers, and volhnteers, of whatever rank and 

^ « 

branch of the service, who have fofloweli 
the Italian banner of General Guglielmo 
Pepe, shall remain officers and soldiers of 
the Italian 'army, an(J shall, whenever tliey , 
demand it, be inscribed on tlie list of the 

I • * 

Lombard army. 

4 , 

“ They will retain their rank and pay, 
in accordance with tlicse. offers, and will 
enjoy the same rights as the offieers and 
.soldiers of the Lombardo-Milancse army., 

‘‘ Casati, Prculltni. 

4^ 2SrdJunc, 1348 .’' 

# ♦/ ^ 

from tlic above cte<v’ee, and other daily 
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occurrences, may bi gathei*ed the pn^gresSj, 

we had already made in Italian fraternity; 

• » 

and to sho^y how oarnesj^ly I endeavoured - 

to augment these ‘feelings of union, to 

which, at the first favourable occasion, we 

must owe our salvation, I shrill transcribe 

% 

later ipy order of tlic day for the 23rd of 
August, ' • ’* a 1 . 

We n^ere now near the end* of June; 
and as the enemy only blockaded ^ais, 
without entering the Lagoon* for •oflensive 
^lera^ons, 1 profited by this state of 
comparative repose, to ameliorate the con¬ 
dition of the militia as to their clothing, 
providing them also with thc'l^st sleeping 
quarters 1 could obtein; dud, more than 
all, I pefsevered in getting them bread of 
the hesl? quality. 1 then superintended 
, their instrraction^and discipline, which was 
no easyj;ask, as they were dispersed in the 
numerous forts. I >vas unable to put in^ 
OKecution my dominant idea of exercising 
^ tlifijn in shooting at*a mark, on account ^^f 
the indispensable necessity of sparing mrr 
ammunition. , 
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," I was expecting son^ie favourable iicavs ' 
from the Sardinian (pafnp, when I received ^ 

t * 

the following lett;er frem the King’s head- 

• 9 

quarters at Iloverbella:— 


if/i Jidtf.0 

/ 

' “ This morning I received the co]irteous 
jeply of ^ the 30'jh of June, \vhi('h your 
Excellency sent me from Venice. » 

‘-i 11. M., to whom I have communicated 
it, observed with much satisfaction your 
Excellency’s plan f»r the defenctj of thai. 
unique city and, if necessary, the adjacent 
ter7'a fit'ina, when the organisation of^the 

4 

troops will ^i>ow this with greater success. 

“Eighteen tftousapd five hundred men 
present som6 Vorce; but discipline and 
homogeneity are still wanting, or'at least 
not thoroughly infused. However, your . 
Excellency’s experience, with a goqd direc¬ 


tion on one hand, and on the other a love 
of their country and a firm will, may 

4 ^ 

overcome many obstacles. 


• Tlhcre is no doubt that the King will 
expedite some of ^liir troops to' Venice, 
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provided their march along the coast (the 
order being Jilready given for three bat¬ 
talions) beonot retarded, in the Pontifical 
statesj and in their embarkation on the 
Po for Venice. 

“ I beg your Ej^cellency to accept my 
best wishes *for the success of your opera¬ 
tions, andT at the same titne the assurance^ 
&c. See. 

“ Salasco.'’ 


VOL I* 
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. CHAPTER XI. 

t f • » 

F^^m the 1st of July tilf i;$th August,-*—Changes of govonimeut. 
—Fusion of Venice with Lombardy,—^Fai! of Lo^nbardy.— 
Reverses of Sai'dinia.*#-Opinion on tlie campai^'nVf 1^148. 


It lias evcV been my system not fo leave 
a Single negligence impiinislied, whether 

committevl by a soldier or an officgr, whe- 

> 

ther slight or seriohs. But at the •same¬ 
time, and in order that this severity should 
be, .and should seem to be, really paternal, 

I temperedr*il by orders of the day, by 

• ^ * 
constant reviews, and by a continual care 

of the soldier’s well-being. These habits 

were more than usually needful' in the 

Lagoon, where the troops were" often in - 

want eveh of straw' where they j^lept on 

. the bare ground, and mattresses were very 

rare!. The Governmcii,t, which was, well 

disposed, took much ^ains to supply these 


wants, but many,'tnonths elapsed before 

* * * 

’they had accomplished it.* went about 
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all the islajids in order to cheer the soldiers 
in their priviJtions, to» see that they did not 
miss their drill, and above all that discipline 
did hot suffer. A General’s most arduous 
task is to maintain the rigour of discipline 

m the midst of phivation^?; &,nd especially 

^ » 

when the s»ldiers began to fall victims to 
the epidemic malady wliich visited the two 
camps, both besiegers and besieged. 

When the Neapolitans who had foll(5^ved 
me ’wore reviewed on the Piaz'/a of San 
Mar(5o, lleiiig well cl5thed, and executing 
the military movements with precision, 
thoy were applauded with long clappipg of 
hands by the multitude, and J fancied how 
the applause wrould have been doubled on 
this side the Po, if all had crossed it. 

While on one side I was attending to the 
w^elfare,* discipline, and instruction of my 
troops,dt was necessary also to render them 
fit for war, by means of reconnoissances 
hnd sorties of an importance proportioned 
to' the circumstances of the locality on 
which ^ley w^ere to aqj;? and to the nhmber. 
of IJie enemy. * Thfs last knowledge it 'Cs^as 



260 N ARE ATI OP 

most 'difficult for me to obtain, for tlie 

/ 

Venetian government never had a well 
oi'ganised spy system. Even from Bologna, 
when I supposed we might have to combat 
in the varied fields of the Venetian pro¬ 
vinces, I wrote tp the Government to find 
me a good exploring company, and some 
spies; for I should have preferred an 
engagement with 10,000 men, and good 
infoYmation of the enemy’s movements, to 
20,000 men without it. A General without 
good spies is‘, as it w6re, blind. 

I began with small sorties; little by little 
the soldiers became accustomed to face Abe 
Austrians, -in divers encounters I had 
reason to be satisfied nvith my troops, who 
related with pleasure all the partial en¬ 
counters, and pointed out those who had 
most distinguished themselves. 'By the 
press and the journals 1 always exo^ted the 
patriotism which existed in the hearts of 
those yaliant youths. .Finally I dedded 
OR a bolder rcconnoissAnce, which I mfe^e 
known by the fo^owing order of the 
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Venice, 1848 . 

“ TiJ E Commander-in-chief, aft^r organ¬ 
ising the troops, was desirous to begin 
such operations as were possible in tne 
In-escnt state of the blochad^ of Venice, by 
land. • lie srcsolved, therefore, to explore 

t 

the Cavanclla on the Adige, a place of 
some importance seven miles'from Bron- 
dolo, and where he had reason to beHeve 
from intelligence received, "thatr the Aus- 
triaiiB would be fourfd with a small gar¬ 
rison, and works not far advanced. General 


FckTari was charged with the execiitioii of 
the recoimoissance, ^regula{ing his move¬ 
ments according to circumstances, and * 

• t 

avoiding exposure to serious loss. The forces 
conlidctl to him departed for Chioggia, 
and arnvcd at Brondolo. They passed 
the canal in boats, and proceeded to Sta. 
Anna, from whence they marched in 
ihreo columns upon Cavanclla. TJie left 
column, composed* of artillery, and the 


Lombai^ battalion pfider Major Novf'ia,. 
and^ led b}^ ^Lieutenant-Colonel Ulloa, 
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proceeded by the left bank of the Adige in 
order to pass that riircr at Portesine; the 
middle oolumn, composed of th6 Bolognese 
battalion of Colonel Bignami, and the Nea¬ 
politan battalion of Major Materazzo, fol¬ 
lowed tlie road ef Rom'6a *. 'the Trivigiano 
battalion of Colonel Amigo* proceeded 

t 

along the right bank of the canal of the 
Valle. The fire of the three columns of 
artillery compelled the enemy’s detach¬ 
ments to ‘withdraw within the fork Our 
men, regardless of their fire, pushed cfii till 
within musket shot; the left column was 
within the same distance, in conseqmmce 

I«», 

of the narrbwness of the river. Having 
thus occupied^ two sin all houses opposite 
the Cavanella, and beyond reach of the 

w 

cannon, many of the riflemen, shooting 
from the heights, committed great havoc 
among the Austrians! It would be impos¬ 
sible to say which of the four battalions 
of volunteers showed the most courage. 
Gteneral Ferrari, with the intelligence and 
. intrepidity which distinguish hin\^ seeing 

, t 

thd ardour of the brave youths undey his 
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command, prolonged tlie combat boyon'd 
what was nehdful in ‘a military reconnois- 
sance; so •much tlie innrc that the Aiis-" 
trians, advertised of our movements, had 
received strong succours from Portalonga 
and Cavarzere,*and the wprkS already com- 
pleted*by them were much more consider- 
able than had been reported, furnished with 
parapets fifteen feet above the ground, and 
surrounded by a ditch which was full of 
water.. * ' 

“©ur'loss was about forty wounded, 
and ten killed; a loss, according to all 
probability, muclT inferior to the eneipy’s. 
Of the four battaliojis, that cf Trivigiano, 
having been obliged to advance on dis-* 
advantageous ground, lost more than the 
others. There were no troops of the line 
engaged, except the Neapolitan artillery, 
who were efficaciously seconded by some 
Venetian soldiers employed in the train; 
they showed what Italy might have ex¬ 
pected from thaf army which a tile 

4 

Government was ashamed to feical 
fropa the banlis of *tlie Po. 
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. “On receiving orders to retreat, the 
Lombards mahifesteLl some repugnance; 

4 ‘ 

tiiey were displeased at being obliged to 
withdraw the Italian banner which they 
had hoisted on one of the houses they had 
occupied. This y^as a »sentiment honouf- 
able in itself, but which it wqs necessary 


for the prcservaiion of discipliiie to re¬ 
press; for that virtue is superior even to 
courage, since by that alone can impetu¬ 
osity be changed into valour, and success 
be assured, by bridling impatienoo in 
attaining it. Let all the officers, then, 
insist upon discipline from their subor¬ 
dinates as th'e' basis of all military ordin¬ 
ances, and the guarantee of final victoiy. 

“The Generai-in-Chief will publish the 
names of the killed and woundedj and of 
those who, in the midst of ,so much valour, 
have succeeded in distinguishing them¬ 
selves. 

“ General Pepe.’* - 


•'1^ jireserve di^ipline and ^ilitary 
ardour at the same time, I'was compelled 
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to state til® incidents of tliat day not vef-y 

• V 

exactly. Gelieral S». Fermo, • who com- 

9 

manded tire district of Chioggia, ^and who* 
was charged to let me know precisely all 
the works which the enemy had exe- 

t;uted for the* defence of the small fort 

% 

called* Cavanella, on the Adige, was ill- 
informed, and I did nut find it easy .to 
supersede him. But in spite df the works 
and the fortifications which had •been 
erected, General Ferrari might have made 
himself master of tlfe fort, thanks to the 
enthusiasm of the four .battalions under 
his command, since from above the tjrees, 
our troops obliged the enem/ to abandon 
the ofieiisive. As io Ferrari, if in my' 
order of the day I had not said that I had 
desired to limit myself to 4 a reconnois- 
saiicc, f must have summoned him before 
a council of war. The confidence of the 
soldiers in themselves would thereby ha'^e 
been greatly diminished, and Ferrari, at 
the least, would hdve been dismissed, ^he 

4 » 

Lomb^d soldiers wi^lied to kill him* and 
th^ people or*Chidggia wanted tp make an 
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assault on his lioiise, which obliged him to 
escape in the night. «I arran'gcd some ex- 
psessions in my order of the day in time 
to save him. 

The Venetian assembly met on the Gtli 
of July, in the Dpcal pal'ace/'and the fusion 
of Venice with the Lombardo-Vonetian 
kingdom, as it wa§ called, and the ancient 
Piedmontesfe provinces, was agreed on. 
By ‘these means Italy was to see a new 
state arise, with nearly eleven millions of 
inhabitants; among tvhom would Ibe Aiim- 
bered the most ancient republics of Italy, 
whi^li had been so illustrious in the middle 
ages, the Genoese and^the Venetian. 

The President *of the Provisional Govern- 

* * ' 

ment was Castelli, a Venetian advocate. 
My heart rejoiced to see the basis of such 
a kingdom formed in Italy, which, to a 
numerous population,*added the advantage 
qf commanding the Adriatic; and on its 
opposite shores, had the, powerful Genoa/ 
Spezzia, and the Alps. iWill it be believed, 

4 

that though few, stih there were s(Kjie who 
dkapprov^d of such a fOtluna^ei/onibinaJion, 
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and who marvelled to see me in hxvpur of 
Charles Alliert, who would *thufe become a 
powerful iMnce. ^hey.had forgqtten the* 
vicissitudes of my life, and my conduct 
toAvards the five last kings of Naples, 
whose personA], kindnesf?, and the high 
rank C held in the army, had never in¬ 
duced me to take their ‘interests to hea^’t, 
in preference to those of country: 
true, they did not accuse me of ftbble 
patriotism, hut of error in fny vieAA^s. He 
whodias no other aiih or interest than his 


country’s welfare, is rai^ly mistaken in 
the choice of means to attain it. 


Let me return to jny soldiers, for whose 
improvement in order, discipline, and every' 
other quality, I published the following 


order of the day:— 


“All the Forts of the Estuary continue 
to be divided into four circondarii, or 
districts:— 

^ “ ls|« Malghera, cq^imanded by Gefitol 
RizzarSi: . * ' 
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/ “ 2nd. The shores of Palesirina, com- 

' j 

mafidedf by Celonel RAd'aeli; 

■ “ 3rd,, Chioggia,. commanded •''by General 

Saiifermo; 

Mazzerbo, commanded by Major 
13elli. ' , ^ • 

*‘The Commanders of the* Forts will 
correspond with the Chiefs of their dis¬ 
tricts, and^ the latter directly with the 
Geiteral-in-Chief, without whose permission 
no movement "can be executed, either in 
the im'sonnei or the 'hiaterieL * 

“ If a movement is performed, the Com¬ 
mander of the district shall give informa¬ 
tion of it to ti^ie Committee of War. 

I 

“ The Genera*! of 'the Engineers and 

b 

Artillery, whenever he desires to add to, 
or diminish, the number of fire-arms, or 
to transfer tlicm from one fort to another, 
must obtain the permission of tha Com- 
ipander-in-Chief. 

“ No Commander of the forts, or Chief 
of, district, can admit any parley from the 
eneijiy without thb permission tpf the 
Geiteral-inj-Chief. 
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“ The Chief of a district, in writing to the 

General-in-Chief, mu»t address^ to Lieut.- 

* 

Colonel Av«sani, head of the staff for tlte' 
forts, to he transmitted to the General-in- 
Chief. 

“Kjuglielmo Pepe, 

V 

Commandcr-hi-Clchf, 

«Vknicw, ]9jhJd}jylUQr 
c 

The division of the militia among.-the 
numerous forts, was a calamjty which 
was greatly increased hy the privations 

to which I have before alluded. I was 

# 

accustomed to assemble first one and then 

• • , . 

another battalion, in order te ^ascertain the 
spirit by which the;J wer© animated, and 
the pitigrcss they had made in military 
knowledge. Having received the Lombard 
battalion and that of Bologna on the 4th 
of July^ I -wrote thp following letter to 
the Lombard government, which becoming 
public in Venice, inspjrcd emulation, anJ 
demonstrated the confidence I placed in 
them:— 

m 
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0 

“ SlGN01^|PE£Sn)EN7Ej 

' <• ' “ On the 4tli instant,,! reviewed 

t * 

two battalions of volunteers, one from 
Milan, the other from Bologna. The entire 
population ivIn to behold, the admirable 

r t 

appearance of these young men, and ad¬ 
mired tlieir martial deportment,' wliich 
might compare with that of soldiers long 
used to camps. Compelled by our local 
position to subject them to the arduous 
trials of war, I have 'had the satisfaction 
to find ray ho^es not only fulfilled, but 
surpassed; and the confidence I reposed 
in them has,bt.en fully justified. 

“It will be (?viden,^, from the annexed 
order of the day, that these volunte'crs nei¬ 
ther resemble those of whom Washington 
complained so much, and still less'can they , 
be compared to thope whom Durnouriez 
turned out of his army. 

“ I rejoice, not only as their Commandei;- 

I r % 

in-Chief, but for all Italy, whose cause is 
sure to triumph, isince young men, so 
UfUised to arms, possess- such liiilitafy 
‘ qualifications. * 


4 
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“ I take ^is opportunity of thanking the 
. Lombard governmenti for tneiif generosity * 
in allowing^my feW follo,wers to fraternise' 
with cheir soldiers.* 

“ While valuing with due gratitude this 
mark of warm benevolence^ I trust that 
the eijtire JS^eapolitan nation may soon 
worthily l espond to such a noble proof of 
fraternal feeling, by sending a# fresh army 
to combat for Italian independence, which 
may cancel the shame of that, wiiich being 
conftiuncTed and sedficed in a thousand 


unworthy ways, alike odipus and destruc¬ 
tive of all discipline, was made to deviate 
from the path of honour. ' \ 

t 

“ This may be expected* from the brave • 
' efforts * which are now being made in 
Southefn Italy, especially in Calabria, 

. where the inhabitants were ever renowned 
for teni^city of purpose and indomitable 


valour. By their magnanimous effort^ 
will certainly fall that blinded and male- 
voknt Government^ which has suppressed 


all rights, violated evei^ duty, and loosened 
{he bonds of j\dckedriess in such a manndr, 
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tjiat men can no longer tolerate, and Provi- 
dence cann )t fail to j unish it. 

■ 

• • * “ General G. Pepe. 


c 


Venice, 10^// Jithiy 1848.” 


From adm.'histrative cares and disci- 

r 

{^ l"' • 

pline, we must now come co facts, and in 
the next order of the day will be seen the 
particulars of the sortie which w'as made 
on the 13th July, and folloNved by another 
at Malghera, and several more in different 
parts of the lake. • , 


“Venice, ll^th Jahjy 1848, 

" Colonel Gelluzzi, Commandant of the 
fort of MalgheAx, pg-'ceived on the 9th, 
that the Austrians had augmented their 
advanced posts, and were preparing^to con¬ 
struct a battery from the lunette, No. 12. 
He commanded 200 J'Teapolitans, partly of 
the line and partly volunteers, 200 Roman 
volunteers, and as many Swiss, under the 
command of Colonel Pianciani, having for 
chief .of his staff Captain Paschetta, to 
' works. . This order Was exe- 
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^ ciited by the troops with 'promptitude and 
• alacrity, and the Italian fla^f was seen 
waving among the works which a* momeTit 
before the enemy had been preparing. 
The impetuosity of the assailants was 
great; the Nea'jioliCans, with a few Romans , 
mixed* with ^em, advanced with their 
bayonets*^ fixed, and w^ere efficaciously 
seconded by a sharp fire frt)m the re¬ 
maining Romans and Swiss. The eiffimy 
tried with their cavalry td seKe one of 
our colours, but a shell thrown from a 
howitzer of the fort, (as .was continually 
done), was directed against them sq as 
to cause great hav^oc, and a precipitate 
retreat. The result*of tins sortie was to’ 
drive out the enemy from three houses 
they had occupied, with the intention of 
• making* them a basis for permanent offen¬ 
sive operations. They were driven back 
on the woods of Mestre, and the intentions 
of the sortie being accomplished, the Com¬ 
mandant ordered ’the retreat, and had 
much difficulty in j^eventing the oilier, 
voli^nteers from joinlpg th^"i<^^^ 0 ^pt with- 

VOIi. 1- 
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©ut orders. impatient ardour, though 
springing Irom noblfe feelings, was never- 
'Ifieless an infraction of discipline which 
must be religiously observed, and a repe¬ 
tition of similar acts would comiicl the 
Commander-iii-Chief, ^^ough. with great 
grief, to use just severity. 

n “ In the next order of the day he will 
publish tlie names of the kille'd and 
wounded, and of those who particularly 
distinguished themselves at Cavanclla 
on the 7th, and at Malghera om tht 
9th inst. 

“ In the meantime • he is happy to 
announce that according to the reports 
received in the aifair of Cavanella, the 
enemy lost not fewer than eighty-five men, 
among whom was the Commander of 
the fort, and had one hundred and seven 
wounded. 

• “ On visiting the hospital of the wounded 
in Veiuce, a grenadier, a native of Calabria, 
who had had his rig^it arm amputated, 
s^i^ to the General, “ I would give my 
rfemaiiiinj^ arm for Italy and after a 
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f 

moment’s pause Inj added, “Jt)ut how caA 
I gain my Tivelilioofi witlioui? my. right 
arm ? ” The Genei;^! replied, “ I aWII he fo’ 
you a father, and I have already begged 
my good brother to secure ^you an easy 
existence, whc^Jie and I shall be no more.” 
At tho^e wdtds a smile of content appeared 

t 

on the lips of this brave man, "n^io was so 
gloriously mutilated. 

“ It is gratifying to know, that while some 

brave Calabrese are shedding their blood 

* • . 

in defence of the classical Lagoon (an 

example of fraternal feeling which unites 
one extremity or Italy with the other); 
the Calabrian population ^’e rising in great 
force in their native mountains to put 
down a miserable government, which, to 
conceal all its other evil deeds, had been 
a traitor to the •Italian cause. When it is 
overthrown, the firsf effect of victorious 
liberty in those countries would be to 
make them participate in the sacred cause 
of common independence by sending nti- 
nierous|.*armies to theif aid. 


• # 


“ General G.^ Pepe 




T 2i 
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* Af4cr the cortie allwled to ih the abo^e' 

t P 

order, of tli’e day, another was-made on the 
21st of the sam\3 month, in which our 

4 ' ' 

Neapolitans exhibited eminent ability and 

4 / 

valour. 


The Provisional Government of f'enice. 
0 


BULLETIN OF WAIL 


* Venice, 184 fJ* 

“ It being judged expedient for the better 

* V 

defence of the fortress of Malghcra, ro pull 
down the guard-house on the railroad, 
opposite the Orlando road, and to dispijrse 
the materials, a sortie from the fort for » 

’ t* 

this purpose was ordered yesterday. 

“ A company of the second battalion of 
Neapolitan Chasseurs were led by Major 
Ferdinando Rittuci; the'Neapolitan sap-" 
pers, with a good ‘number of workmen 
■^from the peasantry, followed Lieutenarit 

Leopoldo CasteUani; Vladimiro Chiai’^aeci, 

# ^ 

Major of the Engineers, commanded the 
expedition. 

They^met with ^uch vigorous resistance 
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_^on the part^f the f nemy, ^<5 to require thq 
assistance cff*a secor:^ comparjy of Nea¬ 
politan Chaiseurs, tv^ho were already fiosted 
on the covered way, and who were supported 
by a third company when tliey moved. 
Tlie enemy hid qpme fielcT pieces; hut 
from the lnpe*!;1!e, No, 12, trom other ba's- 
tions, and from the fort of Riz^ardi, our 
artillery supported our operations with 
much skill, and played on the enemy 
wheneyer they were assembleil in close 
coluuin, *or whenevc!f the fire of, their 
artillery became troublesome. The contest 
coutinued till mid-day, when the house 
was knocked down, the matej(*ials removed, 
and the enemy considerabfy worsted. 

“Major Chiavacci, whose talents have 
hitherto been so useful in improving the 
fortifications, e;jchibited on this occasion 
distingiyshed abilities and intrepidity; he 
unhappily received a wound in his right 
arm. Lieutenant Leopoldo Castellani, and 
Major Ferdinando* Rittuci alsOv Reserve 
special mention for t^eir military valour 
and excellenij Command. 
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The Neapolitan minor. Biagio Vcneroso, 

I ^ 

was equal y courag';oiis in 'tjiiis brilliant 
encounter of arms. lie dared spontaneously 

. I 

to enter the mined house after two mines 

had been sprung, in order to kindle a third, 

which delayed lighting, and having taken 

the burning rope from the iiouse, he placed 

• ^ 

it. in such a manner as to obtain directly 
the desired effect. Besides Major Chiavacci, 
three more Neapolitan soldiers were 
wounded, as also the Milanese engineer 

i 

Carlo del Vitto (who bravely seconded the 
operations und^r Major Chiavacci), and 
the labourer Giovanni Battista Favaretto. 

“ Ill spite c¥ the enemy’s strength, tliese 
are our only losses ;* while on their side 
the loss was much more considerable. 

“ Zennari, 

Secretary-General to the Provisional 


, At this time the Sardo-Venetian squadron 
which had been sent to„ blockade Trieste! 
returned to the Venetian shores, on account 
of'tiiO' protest of Ftance, of England, and 
of^ the Germanic (^onfederatjon. TJiree 



279 


EVENTS IN ITALY. 


Sardinian ^jattalions disemljarked on tlxe 
Lagoon: tfieke belonged to tlie corps do 


reserve. 


# * 


In reviewing them I found not only ‘that 
they belonged to the reserve, but that they 
fiad all been fathers of families &r twelve 
years «or m®re. 

This is certainly a bad methcMl, to leave 
men so long in their homes; for after long 
habits of domestic life men lose •their 


vigour, and are unfit to be‘cal led into the 
cairip, and lead the life of solaiers. • 
According to my opinion, a soldier who 
enters the reserve should not remain,in it 

I 

more than five yeai^ at the utmost. 

Besides the arrival of three battalions; 

• • . 

which was considered a pledge of further 
assistance, the multitude were rejoiced by 
the news whioh arrived of the blockade of 


Mantua. On the Contrary, the few who 
understood military matters, were grieyjed 
to find that the King persisted in remaining 
ill line of battle'‘before Verona, JMantua, 
and Bignana, occuj^^ing a long lind. *and 
instead of executing decisive movements 

i , 
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ff-rward,” only changing'^ the x)rder of/ his 

r. % ^ ^ 

encamphieiits. « * 

<rhis’ system, paoreover, was 'not at all 

s ‘ 

suited to the temperament of the Italian 
soldier, who requires as much as possible 

t , 

to he kept in constant activity. 

$^fore passing the Po I regarded this 
manner of proceeding as most prejudicial. 

I had written to the Lombard govern- 

•A 

menv’to request them to send what was 
necessary for the troops under my orders: 
the fusion of 'the two' countries had given 
me the right to make this demand. They 

f 

answered me as follows 


^ “ Milan, 20</41848. 

“ ExCELLENOy, 

^ 4ii 

\ 

“ The picture which your Excel¬ 
lency, in your letter of the ?.3th in'st., has 
dralvn of the state of the troops 4n the 
Venetian territory, and which you have 
organised, has greatly moved this govern-' 
mept, and principally '* because at this 
mom^b it is unahlfi^ to satisfy your de-, 
mands as it would wish. 
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“ IvLT fitiances ^re exha^isted by thb 
many expenses we ha^'e had to laeai- during 
this war, ndr for thp moment can we count' 
on the generosity of the citizens avIio arc 
daily subjected to new and heavy calls. 
^Ttill we hope that cmr pdsi+ion will»improvo 
with ti^ne, ^nd that by September we may 
be able to provide your troops* with »-hc 
most indispensable of the oWlects which 
your Excellency points out. ’* 

“ In the meantime this goVerifment con- 
lides ^11 the authority *bf your Exceltency’s 
name and mind to maintain the discipline 
of those troops, and induce that generous 
abnegation which i;he present circum¬ 
stances, of our couhtry demand of all 

her sons. 

« 

“ I assure your Excellency, See. Sec. 

“ Borromea.” 


* In the mean tin’e Carlo Alberto suffered 
such reverses, that ile ^as forced ^o retire, 
fyid ab^hdon even Milan. 1 shall re'vcrt. 

tliis fntfi.l.riisfortupA at flip ppd of tRis 
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Chapter; I iin\st here c/mtinue "to narrate 

<1 

the n^ilitafy and 'political events of 
Venice. • * , 

I received from the Lombard govern¬ 
ment the twa following letters, which I 

« 

‘ think will be interesting* 


• Milan, J/dy 184fl. 


I 

“ The Austrians, elated by the late 


JT 




< 




events, have obliged the Piedmontese army 

to abandon tlie line of the Mincib, and 

* 

retire ’ on the Oglio; and they seefti to 
intend to fall suddenly on Milan with all 
their concentrated troops. Carlo Alberto 
has already fnaj^e known his intention of 
abandoning the» line of the Oglio, in order 
to cover Milan, and taking that of the 
Adda. The Germans, with their accus¬ 
tomed perfidious arts, will not fail to make 
it believed that the Piedmontese‘‘army is 
in a state of dissolution. This is not at 
all the case. The anny may be said to be 

entire. Their formidhble artillery has 

* ** 

sustained no loss, the cavalry too' is com- 
pfete. The dispersicn of some corps, «com- 
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• * 

poscd alitiost entirely of* recruits aiid 
soldiers of .tlie rcse^fe, was le ciiusc of 
the alarm Into wj^ich the population was 
thrown. This desertion was the effect of 
the moral depression occasioned by the 
retreat. 

“Tl{e I’ledmontese ajrmy was tiien 
obliged to retire, net on accoifnt of any 
overthrow in the field, but iSbom the cir- 
cumstance of having been three days 

without provisions. The unexf)ected con- 

• 1 ^ 

centfation of more than 45,000 ifien, in 

a country which for many months had 

been devastated *by war, the incursions 

made by the German cavairy in all the 

surroiyiding country, scaring away all the 

purvej'^ors of provisions for the Italian 

array, had so completely weakened the 

■ strength of the soldiers, that they were 

unable 'to fight, and weeping with rage, 

they were obliged to retire before an 

fenemy whom they had vanquished in 
'' ^ \ • 
every encounter. Bjit now the Pied- 

piontes^ army is reaovering its pristine* 

eneiugy; arul- if ever .the eneray^ rciide?ed^. 
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audacious by success, and by the last niin- 
forcements icceived fiwm the Tvrol, should 
dXtempt to fall upon Milan, w6 doubt not 

*■ ' t 

that they will meet with a resistance equal 
to that which .inaugurated this war four 
„months ago. " 

S * 

“ Other Lombard cities are also disposed 
to iv^Tist most vigorously. Here, at Milan, 
in order to concentrate every means of 
defehce, a committee of j)ublic safety, with 
extraordin^try powers, has been instituted. 
The spirit of the population is most satis¬ 
factory. All, indiscriminately, are disposed 
to be martyrs in the holy cause of Italian 

j ^ * -I 

independence,’ rather tJian fall again under 

iit * 

a foreign yoke.. Under the direction of 
expert military engineers, marvellous en¬ 
trenchments are being prepared, in which 
thousands of persons are* employed. A 
part of our Nationah Guard, amidst the 


applause of the entire population, departed 
yesterd^iy to join the line on the Adda, 
which a commission of engineers and other 


.miliiafy men are intending to fortify 

, c 

strongly, even befor^p Vhe arrival of„ the 


s 
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PioilmontSse ann^, whose •head-quarters ' 

• • * 
are now at Cremotia. Th^ defence of 

Brescia is confide(i to mir valianir General, 

Griffini, and the Lombard column of 

i 

General Pcrrone ivS also gone in that direc¬ 
tion. Gaiilj^aldi, • with some thousand- 
volunteers* full of enthusiasm for their 
chief, is advancing on Bergamd, tif ievo- 
lutionise that country and join Griffini at 
Brescia. The adventures of the Italian 

army," instead of discouraging Piedmont 

• # 

andtjcnoa, have revived the revolutionary 
enthusiasm, and the ardour is inexpres¬ 
sible. All the National Guard rise en masse 
to rush into Lomharjy. The priests preachy 
the hply war, and’ encourage the popu¬ 
lation rather to gain the crown of martyr¬ 
dom than expose Italy to the infamy of 
seeing a revolution, commenced under 
such n<?l)le auspices* again vilely subdued. 

“ In order that the entire forces of the 
Italian nation may complete the total 
destruction of the "Invader, even Ijefore the 
arrival*of French succour, it is necessary* 
that the jnsurrectien should spread* tc^. 
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point ef upper Jtaly, ol, at kast, 
that a mote powerhil diver<5ion should 
take place in the rear of the enemy. 

For this purpose, the Provisional Lom¬ 
bard government, with the concurrence of 

% 

• the Conmiittec ,of Defoncfe, invites you, 
General, to make every endedvoui^r again 

to ttik’e the offensive against the Austrians 

» 

who are blockading Venice, in order to 
advance towards, and, if possible to revo¬ 
lutionise, the Venetian territory. Yoti may, 

^ I 

in casff of necessity, put yourself in *com- 
niunication with the Commander of the 
Poirtifical troops on tlfe other side the 
Po, in order 1;hat he »may join his forces 
,to yours. 

“ For this purpose the Lombard govern¬ 
ment is writing, this day, to the Lombard 

« 

Commissary of War in Bologna, in order 
that the troops there, and the* valiant 
population, may hasten to the succour of 
Lombardy. 

« STRIGELLl 
A. AN.JLLI 
, GIULIW." 
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Milan, Isf A ngnsf, H]48, 


“We have received of]&cial notice that Iter 

Britahnic Majesty^s Ambassador at Turin 

has arrived at his Sardinian Majesty’s 

(5amp, fromcWlionc| he has iepaii;^d to the, 

% ^ 1 

Austrian camp, to propose a suspension of 
arms.. R is added, ^ut ^ot officiallj^that 
the ifon-acceptation of this» suspension 
would provoke an intervention on the»|)art 
of England and France. • * ’ 

‘ “We give your Excellency this early 
notice in order that you ijiay deliberate on * 
the movement of your troops with .the 
intention of occupying as H^rgc a portion* 
of the Italian territory as possilde. It is* 
needless that we should demonstrate to 
your Excellency more fully, of what im¬ 
portance such ja movement would he in 
ulterior^treaties. 

“ GIULINI. 

AL. ANELLI. 

A. CARBONERA. 

P. LITTA,” • 

Whil/ the vicissitudes of the war fvtre. 
proceeefing t];ius fiia'ij.spiciously in Lofei- 
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bardy, the ioternal aflfe.irs of - Rome' did 

« ^ 

not present, a more ^’avourable aspect; as 

vtill he seen in the following ’ Letter from 

' * 

Count Mamiani:— 

\ 0 

“ My J-)ear General,^ 

“ The reasons wRich ^you give me 
for-vwt letting the I?,oman volunteers quit 
Venice are* quite convincing, and I see 
that we have small hope of succour from 
your side*. P have also written 4o the 
Pro-legate of Bolog|na, to require an eit- 
planation of the, demand which the Senator 
of that place has made to this Government 
for the Ronran troojj^s. Such an abuse of, 
authority is really ‘ excessive and into¬ 
lerable. But I*shall not witness its amend- 

0 

ment, for to-morrow I cease to si^n, and 
shall completely quit the.. Ministry, never 
to return to it. The Pope is ill-advised, 
and things are going on from bad to worse. 
With jespect to the muskets which you 
ask for, I hope that dOO will be sent you 
fcfr'^lie’present, bui^ I beg you to'reiterate 
^ybur demand to Cqunt Can\pello, Minister 
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^of War, wlfio succeeded to D@ria four days 

o ® * 

ago; that is/after I tMOUght I iiad settled 
this n^atter? 

“ Adieu, yours, &c., 

, “Mamiani/ 

Thk (iuiRiNAL, 2nd Aaffdniy 1B48,” 


Tha^^ tlie* political and •military events 


which succeeded one another Witir^uich 

c 

rai)idity may be more complf^tely under¬ 
stood, I will insert a letter written to me 
by the* rresident Castelli, which regards 
the politics of that moment. 


Excellency, 

“ It being settlec^tliat, to-morrow 
morning, 7th instant, at nine o’clock, tha 
possession of the city and provinces of 
Venice shall be solemnly made over to 
the Royal Comitiissioner of his Majesty the 
King of'Sardinia, the Government has the 
honour to invite your Excellency to assi^ 
a*t this ceremony. 

i 

“ Frore the Provisional Government, 

, “ J. Cfk RTTJJJ. Pra&idcnt . 

f V^iCEj Gth A^g^U' 

VOL. ^ 


i 
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' This possession of ^ he provinces ^ and 
city, of which CasteMi wrote,* was of short 
dilrationt Castelli* quitted the 'Presidency, 
and the Sardinian General, Colli, was 
appointed in his place, who contributed 
not a little td inake mo lose a part of tile 
Neapolitan troops, who had tbllowjed me 
on trhis side the Po. The l^eapolitan 
government' wrote to desire its Consul in 
Venice to employ every means to make the 
Neapolitan soldiers return into the king¬ 
dom. Tlie Consul assured them that* they 
would be well rescivcd; and they received, 
at the same time, pressing letters from 

' their families,'’who w^re in fear of dying , 

* 

in misery. Thcj officers who desired to 
' «. 

return presented themselves to General 
Colli, who conceived that he had no right 

I 

to retain, against their wiM, military men “ 
who were claimed by their King? After 
lo»ng discussions between me and the Pre- 

Cf , 

sident, .they were allowed to depart. I 
was of opinion that the officers alone, who 
desired to go, shoukj join the br^e 10th 
of “Idle line, then fighting witji so iiiucrp 
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bravery f<5r Cliarb^s x\lbcrt,^aiid that they 
should afterwards return to tkcir country.' 

The Ndapolitan forces remaining *fti 
Venice were — eight pieces, with their 
respective amniunition-carrjiiges; two bat- 
falions of volunt(iers; nearly three huu-, 
dred ^oldiers of all arn)s; and twenty 
officers ot the enginejer corps. Thciservice 
which the few remaining Neapolitans Avere 
of in the defence of Venice Avill appear 
hereafter. The admiratioh Afhieh their 
valotir and disciplin*e excited in -the in¬ 
habitants of Venice, eveiuto the last hour 
before it surrendei-ed, was unbounded.- 


On the 12th of 4ugust, ft-om Vigevano, 
Charles Albert published, a iiroclamation 
Avhich had far more merit than his 


o})erations of strategy and organisation. 
An armistice was agreed to, to the hard 
conditiens of which* the vanquished Avere 
obliged to submit. The fortresses «f 
j^eschiera, Rocca, Anfo, and Osajio, Avere 
to be evacuated by the Sardinia!)s. All 
that h!ld been cedgti to them of* Ithe. 
Au^rian possessions Avas to be restored. 
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The land and. sea forces of thh Kin" of 

5 > . ” 

Sardinia wexc to abaiidon Venice, its port, 
and territory. 

Tlie consternation of the brave people of 

* 

the La"oon at this news^may be imagined. 
«The "ovevninent cCstablidicd ,iiv Venice in 

p C7 ^ 

the name of therSardinian Kihg departed 

I k 

immediately. Soon after sunset the people 

assembled utider my window-s, loudly de- 
« 

clarin" tlnit they trusted their safety to 
me alone. ‘ Thfy ])rocl.aimed me Difdator, 
and insisted on accompanying’ me to® the 
government palace. Without hesitation, I 
weiK into the midst of the assembled 
multitude, wh*o crowded round me so as 
to endanger my Jife. *On arriving at the 

" r 

place where the government was held, the 

governing commissioners, Colli, Castelli, 

« 

and Cibrario, were not to *be seen: from 
* 

fear of the popular frenzy, they had taken 
refuge elsewhere. 

I waited till the popular acclamations 

I 

proclaiming me Dictator; were calmed, and 
then,’turning to an ncipromptu deputation, 

* ' C ^ 

^Mich had accompanied me, and to otiier" 
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popular iiTjtahilitios, I said t^) tlieiu, “ Fur 
our Italy an*d for VAlice, whith I love as 
dearly as all her ^conteniporarie», I woufd 
willingly submit to any sacrificte, however 

« 

painful; but as Dictator, L should not be 
more servii.eabh; 4o you than 1 Iropci to iTa. 
as Cc^jninsChder-in-chief. ,lf you M ill con- 

r 

sent to follow my «ounsel, givt? eSlensivc 

ft 

poAver to Mtxnin for two dify^s. In tliat 
short space, call the parliament together, 
which will name a stabfe government.” 
This was done. The deputies nominated 
a triumvirate, comj)osed «f Maniii, formerly 
ah advocate; Grtiziani, vice-admiral ;*and 
Cavedalis, Mho had*tlic repiTtation of being 
an ey^ellent patriot and «a clever engineer, 
but xyho had never performed any mili¬ 
tary achievements. This triumvirate was 
elected on the 13th of August by the 
Assembly, Mdio gave the Presidency of it 
to Manin. 
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OlIAPTETfc XII. 

I 

^ i 

CHARLES ALKERT’s CAMPAK?iN IN liJ 18. 

The military ana p 4 )litical condition of 
Italy and of the Sardinian .kingdom are 
such; that if the latter were ruled by a 
prince of ‘truly Italian sentiments, pos¬ 
sessing*: at tne same’ time the talent of 
organising and Iggding his army, he might 
in a very short time f^e Italy froin*^ a 
'ibreign yoke. *" If a ^milar king at the 
‘same time governed tiie Two Sicilies, not 

O % i» ’ 

only might Italy be independent, but the 

I 

Austrian empire might also be menaced 

* 

with 100,000 well-organised troops; and, 

thahks to their navy, the Italian sovereigns 

would be masters of the Adriatic, and in a 

• position, to invade any of the Austrian' 

provinces which are washed by thj\t sea. 

, I must now wSiite of Sardinid. Thb 

« % * 

Itafians had immense difficulties to o^er-*^' 
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^come, in oTdcr to overthrow^ the ahsolute 
power of six princes, one ()f*whom was 

c f • * 

both Pope and King; while the Kmjiei^ 

® • 

of Austria Avas estahlislied in the heart of 

our Peninsula with a large army, which 
• * 
might at any moment he reinfoi?ced, aii4 

was rjastef of Venice, Pgsehiera, Verona, 

« w 

and Mantua. To ccaiceive the difftciilties 
which Italy Kad to encounter merely to 
overthrow the absohito power of* six 
princcts, Ave must recollect*all•tlie efforts 
madf; by England sftid France to* obtain 
libert^^ Tlic former had a Parliament, 
aifd the latfer ^ts States-General, with 


each only one king and otie court, and 
neithej* were under flic dojiiinion of priests 
or of foreign power. 

In the midst of these almost insur- 

. • 

mountable obstacles, scarcely had fortune 
smiled 'on the Italians, who are supposed 


to be unripe for liberty by nations Aidiieh 
never knew real liberty, when behold them 
seizing^on the fir§t hgpe of better fortune. 

• At the, first ^oimd w^iich came from* the 
lips of Piu^i^IX., alb the Italian proviifc^s^ 
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i • 


r^-eclioed “Lii)crty!” Not sa1*xsfied with^ 

I ') » I 

'meagre institutions,/ the Calabrese and 
tile Mcssiiicsc demand a constitution: they 
combat with the royal troops and are 
'subdued; but. Palermo and Naples have 

I ^ ,, 

better fortune. King b/erdinand is forced 

i ' . * 

to swear to a constitution, the Pope and 

the other princes are ^iompelled to imitate 

! 

him, and all* the states of Italy are consti¬ 
tutional. A grave tpiestion now arises: 
Will thes^ princes be faithful to' their 

j' ' ‘ 

oaths ^ Not a whit. They will nflt at 
' om;e perjure ttenselves; but gradually 
they wTll incense the people by failitig, 

now in one, rtnd then* in another of their 

* 

‘promises, until g, struggle ensues. .If the 

* 

nation conquers, the cry Avill be of Exag¬ 
geration and Mobocracy; if it is conquered, 
woe betide it, as happened in Naples, in 
Rome, in Tuscany. ' The princes will 
scarcely have resumed their absolute, 
» authority, when they will prove that their 
oaths were but perjuries in theii^ hearts. 

Jlx^ples of this t^pitude have already, 

% ^ 

been given by Ferdinand I. aad Franks 1. 
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in Naplcs,*in 1820 and 1821 The first, after 
taking his ofith in tl;e royal cta.pel, turned*^ 
to me and said '‘*Tlds ilnWy I asmrc 
Itar^e sworn from my heart;” and he placed 
his hand on his lieart, while his face vva^- 
Latlied i n teal's, ayd I wept 'at hi^ tears U, 

But foi** this once, fortune seemed to 

% • 

protect Italy, by a a-oyal excei^io» in her 
fixvour. The only one of kei* princes of 
real Italian dynasty, and able to dispose 

■t 

of an army of almost 100,1.)00 valiant 
inert, warmlv embraced the national cause. 

This circumstance woukl have been suf- 

> * 

fitiicnt to insure 4110 success of Italy, if* the 
valorous prince, 's^io had •the gcncrosiiy 
to hjy^ten to the afd of fhe intrepid Lom¬ 
bards^ had not been iicrpetually-thwarted 
by a proud and poor aristocracy, by his 
Jesuit clergy,* and by no small number of 
patriot, some of wliom through ignorance, 
others through self-interest, acted to j^he 
* prejudice of Italy, by giving themselves up 
to the most senseless anachronisnts, since 
they were more iri>j(iatient to obtam* lib.e- “ 
' raj. institutions than to drive a way* the ^ 
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foreigner, whQse presencf; signified slavery. , 
Why (lid tli(}y not ren/emhe** those magna- 
nihious words of Charles Albert, VItalia 

4 

fara da se f" Had it not been for these 

’hiifefortunes, this prince would have re- 

* • 

deemed Italy J thanks to his, own valour 

% 

and that of his ^roops, and in ^pite pf tlie 

I 

want of a‘mind to organise an army, and 
lead it to the*enemy. 

Truth, according to Polybius, is as ne¬ 
cessary to ‘histbry, as sight to anifnals; 
and in 'Writing this 1 feel bound, thcfligh 
in sorrow, to re?nomber the precepts of 
that, excellent WTiter. Yes, the brave, the 

i i 

ihost gallant, Hhe nn^st Italian Cliarlcs 

Albert, was deficient iii the qualities of a 
' ? 
captain. 

Caesar said he had defeated Pompey, 

because he encountered a captain without 
* 

an army. True it is, ‘that the du^y of a 
good captain is to organise the troops 
he comHiands: but the Senate and the" 
Roman aristocracy f()m(3hted insubordina¬ 
tion ‘smlong the repVblican troops, an(i 

* *% 

thereby incapacitatedi a general from 
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j^rganising* them, jnd meeting the enemy 

• according to hi?„ vie^ vj. . 

In the Sardinian kingdom there 

® • 

want of skilfulness in the leader, and 

defective organisation in the.troops. In tlio^- 
• ^ 
most arducus • mcgnents Cli^irles. Albertis 

army was in need sometimes of provisions, 

sometimes of artillery. ^Thc intantpy, who 

are the nerves of war, remained hut a very 

short time under arms, and much too*long 

■» 

inactive in their families. • Some of the 

• • 

sold>Brs of the Piedml)ntese battalions who 
came to Venice, told ina they had spent 
tAVelve years away from their banners. 

• Promotion was givgn by favour, by con¬ 
nexion, and by wehknes^. A Itomarind* 
was lieutenant-general. With such an 
administration, such organisation in the 

* j)erm7inel, an army composed of the bravest 
men in* the world Is not fit to meet the 
enemy. Thus the bravery which the Piod- 
^nontese troops displayed in more than* 
one battle, and in' several encoiintejrs, 
^was alhiost prodigiojls; it did hoifolif tQ 
. Piedmont and-to It^ly, the more because 
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they were bjjjrlly, wretc^iedly, chmnianded, 

' against all .fhe inost,toS)vious principles of 

the science of war, as 1 will soon demon- 

\ 

stratc. 

'•». Though in Italy the fever of indepcn- 

t, 

^ dence, wliiclr broke out in the cities, was 
» * « 

not equally violent in the country, yet it 
is inidonittblc that the Milanese insurrec¬ 
tion spread,•without any interruption, like 
a flame, to the limits of the Isonzo .and the 
Alps. A battalion which g.arrisoned 'Monza 
was certainly made cVijitive. The gart ison 
of^.Como surrendered, and that of Pavia 

ji* 

wac compelled to follow the retreat* of 


i, \ 



‘after having imprisoned two generals and 


4 

many officers, forced tlie garrison jto sur 

render. Three Italian battalions, which were 

« 

at Cremona and at Pizzighettone, embraced * 
the national cause. Finally, Veniue drove 
tke Austrians from the city and from all 
• the Estuary, as well a^. from almost all 
the other cities of the ancient Venetian 
.provinces. In MilaV, without losing an, 
instant, a government was orgfiuised, which ' 
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* • 

made ever^ effort assist Ckarles Albert, 
wliose assistance thV^i liad invaked in the ' 
first moments. Thjs prince had the high 
merit of not having hesitated an instant 

to deedare himself in favour, of the Italiarr* 

• ^ 

cause; and if Jh'e m®vemei4s of hi s»col iimiw * 
l.ad oi\ly bd6n a few daysjnore rapid, the 
Austrian army must»have been Tibhged to 
surrender in a short time. • 

General Tcodoro Lecchi, who was chilled 
to the' command of^the LdmbSrd troops, 
if h(? could immediafely havd disjwsed of 
a Sardinian column, by embarking in bd^ts 
which they had •shut up in Pavia, and 
ascending the Po, might Iftive surprised 

Mantua, while the rest of the army march-* 

« 

ing rapidly forwards, would have broken 
through the line of the Mincio, and thus 
‘prevented the ^ther forts from providing 
themselves with stores of provisions. 

The same general also proposed at the 

§amo time to send a Sardinian regiment in 

* • '^1 
support of the motablp columns expedited 

Jri the ^direction of the gorges of Italian, 

tyr^i. Thu^ ttie co\;ntries on the side* of 
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f 

Bassano, wkich had ^bcen iri' complete 
insurrcctioi>, would jWive been placed in 

4. ^4 

commumcatioii wUh the Veiietian pro¬ 
vinces, and with Venice itself. Supposing 
■^oven that the j)robable caj)turo of Mantua 
^had not cucedbded, the King, fiftcr reaching 

" * f 

Bassano either ,hy way of thb Tyrol, or 
debouCiiiiig between ^Mantua and the Po 

I 

on liovigo, *Tnight have established his 
forces in Padua, and thence have cut off* 

0 

all commuiiica'tion between the Aisstrian 
army and Austria ; a^id by this mcanfe the 
saB'^ation of the Peninsula would have been 


effected. Padua might have served Charles 
Albert as an entrenched camp, more useful 

0 

to him than thg,t of Verona to Radetzky. 
Imagine the King, with 50,000 of his troops 
in Padua, a walled city, rendered stronger 
by the water Avhich surrounds it, in com- 
munication with Venice by a railread, and 
let us examine what his military situation 
'would have been there. Lombardy, the 
Venetian provinces, Tuscany, the Roman 
iStatbs,’would have furnished G0,0ff0 men. 
These troops, being u.hdbr his eyes, vfftuld" 
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havr been* better oijTanised yian were tilfe 
18,000 Roirfans, found, themselves-* 
sc])arated from Him. . The Kin^ wodW. 
have disposed of half the number in p;ar- 
risons, and in the Tyrolese or Lombard^ - 
insurrectional warsv The remtiinin^ 30,00#„ 
(;hosen by himself, he woujd have joined to 
his own 50,000 men, and formed •a total 

f 

of 80,000 men, having for thebasis of their 
operations Padua and Venice. The Roman 
provinces on the Adriatte \fould have 
abuiidantly supplied* the Sardinian camj) 
with i)rovisioiis. The , Sardo-Vene-lan 
squadron, according to a statement driuvu 
up for me by Vice-A^mirar(?ra>:iani, might 
have embarked not ft3wer ^laii 20,000 men. 
From thence Charles Albert iniglit have 
landed at Trieste and all the other Austrian 
'seaports, and after levying the same tribute 
which Austria raises in Italy, and destroy¬ 
ing all the Austrian navy, he might have 

landed his 20,000 men on the left of the • 
*" * , \ 

Isonzo, and thenc\;;, according to circum- 

stances," have directefl a large botly' on, 

* * # , # 
Padjm. There is no n^noeuvre, no militas'j 
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1 * ' 
movement, winch the King might not have 

accomplishe^l from Vf jj/ce by sea, or from 

Psfdna by land; having always ibr his first 

* ^ t 

object to oppose the arrival of all aid to 
^le Austrians.. 

V * • 

. «f'Let iis» noAV examino^what^ Marshal Ra- 
detzky could hg,ve done. The choice bf 
three opemtions was left to him. To invade 

A 

Lombardy a«d l^iedmont; to remain on 

the 'defensive between the Mincio and the 

Adige; or, “in fine, to inarch against the 

• • • 
Sardinian army. ^ • 

' fri the first case the 40,000, or at least 

thou 30,000 Sardinians left by the Kkig 

in Piedmont, «^united .with the National 

'Guard mobilise^ct, might always^ have 

retired into the many strong positions 

which arc oifered by the forts over against 

the Alps, and in the vicinity of Genoa, in' 

order to be ready to c6mbat the cuemy at 

the right moment. In any case they would 

> 

have e:^fecutcd the orders of their king; 
who would have had the choice either of 
Jteeping behind the,^nemy and coihbating 

« t • • 

him in his rear, or of^aiting for hinv ^veil 
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eiitreiicheA before Verona an,^ Mantua. . 
*do not descant what tlje Lohibarif 
insurgentsVould haveone; I onTy mtflM- 
tain that the Austrians would have lost the 
advantage of their highly pj-ized forts. —" 


* Had the Austria^ general ehoson to sli»t^ 
himself ui> in liis forts, every one must 
see that Ihs total loss would have insulted. 

In file third supposition the parts 
would have been changetl: not the King, 

t 

but Iladetzlvy, would have iiresented him- 
self •before the eneiliy, shut up bet.weeii 
Padua and Venice; but t^ic circumstances 


diMer widely. Venice could neither,be 
besieged nor blockaded by iSe enemy, wbi^ 
could not have pretentecl Charles Albert 

• • m 

from bringing 20,000 men from the La¬ 
goon, in order to land them wherever he 
•found ihost useful, and then re-embark 
them at his pleasuit). The superiority of 
Charles Albert’s position is evident. He 
had the sea open to him ; that of ^larshal 
Radetzky was jirofected by ftlantua aijd 
Verona.' But Itafy’s^^vil fortune did mot, 
alio^v, her leadur t6 pfjofit by such decisive 


VOL- I. 
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ad.vantages. ^Towards the end*- of April, 
'-iJharl^s Albert inarcl:|^^ w’th -his columns 
tdf^ards <the Miiicio, which he jfasscd. He 

I 

had under his command 00,000 Piedmon- 
~?fcese, 5000 Tuscans, 3000 men from Parma 

acd Modena, 17,000 from the Roman 

" / » 

states, 5000 Lombard volimtcirs,—in all 
90,000 man, without jncludinj^ hlrjj^e Lom¬ 
bard hattalicms, iv^hich were Jbeing Ibrmed 
with'-much celerity. The King committed 
the two great* errors of not vigorously 
pursuing the enemy,» and of not alloiving 
thcr general insup'ection, so well begun, to 
extend itself with energy from Lombardy 
to the Tyrol, vhich would have called to , 
arms all the mountaineers of the ancient 

t » 

Venetian provitjces. The prince committed 
a third ciTor, by adopting a false system 
of combating the enemy, which was fatal 
to all Italy. 

,His plan of campaign was to place his 
• forces in line from Mantua to Peschiera, 
and to begin the siege ttf the last of these 
plaee^f Its reduction would certainly have 

S 

be^n an advantage, if^ had not had tife 
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most fataT results. The firs^ was tliat 
reniainiriff hiotioiH^s, with* slioiIlderetT 
arms, white his troops were walro with 
enthusiasm, and eager to try their hand at 
the bayonet, which, if an. Italian soldier* 
has had ou\v"‘tw (4 or thpe trials, lie 
always succeed in using, well. But this 
^ repose was injurious* to our troop^, active 
by nature, aiwl inebriateef wiMi patriotism; 
while it greatly rejoiced the Austrians, 
tired with continual marches, ^liscouraged 
by !ft) many losses, find such unexpected 


revolutions, not only ki Italy, buf, in’ 
France, in Genmiiy itself, and in tkeir 
most conspicuous #;apitals«---Vienna and 
Berlin. ^ 

» » 

On the other hand, this same repose, or 


rather this precious time lost in inaction, 
* gave the enemy an opportunity of receiving 


aid, and leinforcing* their army, as uuhap- 
^ pily was the case; whereas they 'svould riot 
hav^ added a single man to their ranks had 
the King passed the Adige, which miglit 
^e&sily have been donij^if he had beel>5sta» 
hli^ied in, the Venetian provinces. The 
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I 

ijt?lity of histqj-J^, as influencing IiFiman acts, 
••is conspicuous only wl^n the events iiar- 
ral^id coincide exactly with tile present. 
Thiis, in the position of Charles Albert, it 
useless to, remember that Bonaparte 
STispended hi» movemel^ts, in order to oc¬ 
cupy himself with taking Mantua, becaus^^ 

• % 

the great /captain ‘dick not possess Venice, 
nor wns he iiiastei* of the Adriatic. lie had 
not the Lombard insurrection in his favour, 

9 

nor the Italians everywhere disposed to 
favoi^r him. As I said In the eighth clni|)ter, 
I hfjid scarcely reached Bologna with the 
fir^, corps of the Neapolitan army, when I 
Aas informed the tendency of the King 
to remain stationary,"‘facing the enemy, 
who were shut‘up in their forts; where- 
fore I wrote to him that I should soon 
have i)assed the Po, and only begged to 
be permitted to pass' into the Venetian 


provinces. 

. This tendency on the King’s part was 

* ♦ 

so, tenacious that not eVon the advantages 
gainetl" over the einjT^iy fcade him deviate 

4 4 

from it. In fact, a:^er^ havin 

* 1 
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the Austrians at Pastrcngo, ^nd a montli 

^ • i • 

later at Golto (wlv«*re the viilour of the 

* ^ # 

Piedmontese was ^so conspicuous; and the 

enemy so severely beaten), the King did 
not leave the pot ''^ions he occupied; and mi 
{lie arrival of Nugfjnt witlj *20,000 men, 
Austrians Vere repaid with usury for the 
^ momentary loss of I^cscliiera. Thelnaction 
of Charles xAlbert also gave Radetzky time 
to collect another 15,000 men,.^ brought 
to him^ by Genera} AV'ekTcn,*and at the 
samfe time to marefe on Vicenza’to* boat 


Durando, and oblige tht Roman gariison. 
in* that city to promise not to enter 4hc 
field again for threes moiRh^. The addition 
of 35j^)00men and tlie fall of Vicenza Avere 
sufficient to change the gloomy ’aspect 
Avhich Austrian affairs had worn previous 
* to those events. 

To siioW the necessity of caution in 


^ reading the many pamphlets which harre 
been Avritten on our last misfortunes, I* 
Avill mention that in two of these it is feaid, 
that AAdiile the comh&t Avas going*on in 
Vicenza, Gpneral Pe^ie had passed the 
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tVitli 8000 men, and that his vanguard was 

I i ^ 

&,rrived at Monselice ;;jfehat frdm Monselice 
he*’thre^ himself into Padua, and that the 
remainder of the 8000 men had time to do 
Ike same; that Pepe, either ill-informed of 
w^iat had happened, or,not’trusting in his 
troops, instead Qf defending Phdua, com 

i > ' 

manded Ms vanguard to retreat to Venice, 

I 

♦ 

where he entered himself hy the coast 
road.' In all this there is not a word of 
truth, as Itiy “ own narrative will have 

I ‘ ‘ 

proved.^ When I wanted to pass th® Po, 
I w^las unhappily followed only by 2000 
mftii, including two feeble battalions • of 


« 4 '« 

volunteers, who, though new to arms, con¬ 
ducted themselyes lilfe brave soldjers in 

4 

the defence of fhe Estuary. 

The King thought it desirable to occupy 

4 

Rivoli, and on the 10th of June, with two* 
divisions, he executed his project^ which 
tended still farther to prolong his line. 
On the, return of the prince to Garda, he 


was informed of Radetzky's movement on 
Vicenza, and beli(y(;irg'^ the garrison t)f 
Verona to be feeblV*he concentrated, his 
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troops orf the evening of tl^e 12th roniid 

^ A 

Villa Franca, in order to make an assault 

• • 

on that city the’ following day< but* he 
was afterwards obliged to give up this plan, 
as the Austrian Marshal from Vicenza had 
hgain entered-Verpna. * • • » ^ 

«• Throughout aU Italy were vaunted the 
taking ot Peschiera ancf of the positions of 
Rivoli, and, the advantages obtained by 
the Italians in several encounters; bdt all 
mention was omitted of* th« fact, that 
tladctzky had receiied most powerful aid, 
that he was again master of the Venetian 
provinces, and, possessing unmolested rpm- 
munication with ^ustriaj could obtain 
whatever succour he might need. 

That the Italians may ifot in future fall 

into their past most destructive errors, I 

* 

will mention that in Venice, and in Milan, 
and still more in Rome, the direction of the 
war was given to men of no weight, n\ere 
' would-be generals, who desired .to enter 

V • /f 

the army with wiperior rank; and \mpny 
who Were in rfe Mjjvice asked o^Jly for 
promotion, and ^^Isnced themselves in .the 
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•£r^t ranks of'the patriotic societies. Iii 
^Yenice this disorder was partly repaired; 
in ‘Milah, but imperfectly; while in Rome 
the evil was so great, t^at alone it would 
ii^ve been sufficient to destroy all order 
ai^i discipline. - ‘ * 

In tire first days of July, the King, iil- 
cluding.the reinforcements received from 
Lombardy, Toscany, Parma, and Modena, 
had united 80,000 men, without counting 
nearly 22,000 in Venice, who were daily, 
though in thj midst o*" fever and sickness, 
acqi^ring discipline and Italian sentiments. 

It seems scarcely credible that Charles, 
instead of perceiving tjic error of his sys¬ 
tem of inactivity, ill presence of the enemy's 

strong fortresses; decided on besieging Man- 

< 

tua; that is to say, on extending his right 
line, and renouncing all idea of attacking 
the AjUstrians, of passing the Adige, and 
seizing the advantages offered by Venice 
/ind the Sardo-Venetian squadron. 


Towards the end of July the King com- 
'manded 80,000 meno inciuding the sick, 
and Radetzky had npariy sis many, ^Imt 
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concentrate!, and not spresa^ out, as the 
‘Sardinians were, i!i» q. line extending from. 

Mantua to ’Rivoli.* ?fevertheless, ,;the A«s- 

• • 

trians, who wisheU to attack these* posi- 

« 

tions, were repulsed with glory to th», 
Piedmontese. . The' King ^understood the 
jfecessity of aba^idoning Rivoli, and found 
liimseif ill a state tp ^stain tjie* combat 
* which took place in the ©pen,country. 

This conibat was followed by the buttle 
of Custoza, which the Pi£dmon1;esc lost, 
hot/rom want of v^our, for •thej^ showed 
much, but from want of leadershij). • The 
lc«s of this battle decided the sad issue ot* 
the campaign: not on accdjntof the losses 
of the vanquished^but *011 account of. th'e 
great moral suffering which weighed th§m 
down. All the elements of disorganisa¬ 
tion wliicli existed in the Sardinian army 
scemeeb to be brought to light; they dis¬ 
covered that all their valour, and all the 
•blood that had been shed, was useless. 
Already provisio:ii5 and ammunition failed. 
The King deterfhineli to retreat, -wd, irt 
or*der’to recros# tla^ Mincio. he thoUght 
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i,t indispensable to retake the position 

VaUa. 

oThere. again*, another combat proved 
adverse to the Piedmontese, and general 
/liscouragement was the result among the 
soldiers, officers, war' commissaries, aifd 
their commissioners, so that- the King, 
yielding to the cbui;sels of his generals, 
demanded aij, armistice, the conditions of 
which were never accorded. 

The King had nearly 50,000 men re¬ 
maining, hut the wanf of confidence which 
die saw in all around him made him lose 
all hope of reinstating liis affairs in their 
fermer positioh’. On the evening of the 
25th of July, diaries*'Albert decided on 

I* 

retireating, via Cremona; but he desired, 
in the first place, to cover part of Lom¬ 
bardy and the city of Milan, where he 
arrived the 3rd of August. 

I will say no more on the sad and fatal 
germination of this campaign, so unworthy 
of the valour and patiiotism of which 
iiothithe army and its \ 3 hief had given 
such unequivocal and <?epeated proofs.,^ 
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I will Mmit myself to* cfcserving, that, 
with 25,000 • men,* .Qharles Albert .migh^ 
have defentied Milan ji^amst *35,tK)0. A*is- 
triari4, if the inhabitants, mindful of* their 
fcfrmer five days’ heroism, had assisted ^thef 
Piedmontese, not Only in* defending their 
pipital, hut alsd* in drivin*^ the enemy to'a 
distance. ' This is the more certain as the 
' Lombtird population would, infallibly, have 
shown the courage which the heroic jiopu- 
lation of Brescia afterwards displayed. 
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CTf APTER XIII. 

r 

f ' ' I 

French decide on sending 4000 men to Vqjiico.—The Na'fy 
of Venice.—Progres!. of the fortifications in the Krituary.— 
J3opartare oV tlie^<]ua.drou of Churles Albovl, and 
then of his three battalions.—The Venetian Militia organised 
into Legions.—?*lenacesof recalling the four Homan Legions. 
-^.Secret information to the govcrnnient regarding tlie 
National Guards of Chioggia.—Order of the Day.—Hints to 
tlie Italian c/ubs for the assistance of abandoned Venice.— 
The Author gives up all his er:iolumcnts.—SaJlv' >f Cavellin*, 
Affair of Mest' c. i 

f 


, The * French reptiblic had determined on 
sending 4000 ,,men to Venice, as will 
appear from letter of the Duke d’Har- 
couft, which I transcribe •— 




“ Dear General 


Rome, ^ili Sepiembtr, lfU8. 


“ I wrote to you two da^^s ago; 
to-day I will tell you that we are very 
discontented Avith the bad faith of the 
Austrians in the negocialtions, and there is 

reason* to believe that»they are broken off.' 

‘ ^ ' # 

‘‘.Several ships of AMtir,'®and 4000 n\en, 
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are being •sent from hence’be disem-* 
barked at Venice. 

“Hold firm till th«ir "arrival; it *16 

• . • 

through you perhaps, at least I hope it,^ 
that the salvation of Italy Avill be effected.'- 

^ “ Yo^r devoted* 

“ JIarcourt." 


Tlie arrival of the abifV^e-iiamed troops 
would have changed the aspect of affairs 

in all Italy, and conscquefttly^in all Ger- 

• • 

many, but fortune wis not wiCli us» . 

Foreseeing that we shojild be abandf ned'^ 
by* the Sardinian navy, after providing lor 
, our wants on land^ it wa» necessary to 
devotq our endeavours e:s:clusively to the* 
sea. The personnel of the'Venetian navy 
was indisputably better than that of 
'Austria, but tiic number of our vessels 


was inf®rior; with U determined will, we 


might have purchased two steam-frigatoe; 
we might, at^the same time, have intro-* 


duced better discipline than that whiph 

9 * 

existed* and thu^the/4<iriatic would*have 




w 
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' . Tn all the Ekuary, the fortifications were 
'advancing;,in my reports to the govern- 
lalint, a'nd my Orders of the Day, I was 

V * 

careful to point out to the army, and to 
population, the names of the officers 
who had bcsi, co-operated iii the defence. 
Malghcra, Trepprti, Lido, Brondolo^ were 
doubly strong as compared with the state 
in wdiicli I found them in June. 

Tiae sickness, inevitable at the end of 

I 

summer an'd the beginning of autumn, in 


almo«5t < all the islards of the Lagoon, 
'ban owed my mind with anxiety. The 
Lqjnbard battalion, of about 800 men, avas 


dt one moment rechiced to 100 men 

r 

capable of service. I was afraid of being 
left without men to mount guard. The 
Neapolitans, between Chioggia and the 
Brenda, had suffered sevcicly. Nor did 
all recover from this fover; many were so 
invalided as to obtain leave of absence, 
^and what was worse, many died. There 
w§,s no scourge which' 'Jfc did not suffer 
durmj'that long siegp. ' * 

Tn the midst of' ihd' sickness v4uch 
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» • 

deprived me of so many hHuds, we wgre* 
abandon eft by the Sardinian sc^uadron, anc? ' 
then by tlfo three batj;alif)ns which Iftid 
been sent us by Caflo Alberto; and, as' if 
all these evils were not enough to ovey^' 

w^helm us, notice reached ihe*that* Pius 

• • • • • * 

Recalled his four legions. On repairing to 

tlic seat of govemnnjnt, I gave .my, hand 
*to Manin, the president,* sa 3 nng to him, 

“ Abandoned by men and by heaven,’ let 


us die without envying the •living, but 

defeiidin*g liberty an^ this classic .Lagoon 

while life remains.” ^ • 

1 had ordered a steam-boat to be rea^y 

one morning at eleven o’clock, to take m^ 

to Chioggia. The'government sent Tof 
•» • 






Colonel Ulloa, chief of my staff, arid 
charged him to tell me not to go to 
•Chioggia, a city of 30,000 inhabitants; 
for that^^the National Guard there, knowing 
I was authorised to take the command .of 
*them, and not being willing to submit to* 
my orders of changhig them into a military 

division, with re^iilas service, liad'jleter- 

• * * 

*mihed *to fire ok> I replied to the 
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.^overnnicut, „ that I was not aA^customed 
^0 attend to threat?..' Cn embarking, 1 

f 

fgwid my hostess,. Countess S'orango, and 
thb Countess Papadapon Aldobraiidiiii, with 
iicrhusband, on board; and Pthen remem- 
bg^’ed thfit they were to accompany me to 
Cliioggia for their amusement. Not !<;) 
alarm them, I did ^lot tell thum of the 
fears of the government. The popidatioii 
of CJiioggia was believed, in Venice, to be 
inclined ton disorder and o})position. I 
found National (^uard drawn out in 
closA order, and,only a few of them in 
uniform. Traversing the front of their 
line, I spoke t^j cach of them, and to the 
reasons tliey alleged, l answcred in such a 
way as to make them promise to equip 

I 

themselves, and they ended in being quite 
satisfied with me. It happened that to 
two. or three among them, who A^cre not 
lujcurionsly dressed, I said, “ I read in 
►your ph^ysiognomy that you are rich, and 
thpefore the expense of :i uniform will be 
a triflp* to you.” This ex6ited the laughter 
of. those near them, \^io marvelled iij^pre- 
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over at my guesses being* Several timel 
true: The National <l{uard wertj so satisfied 
with me that on defiling to military piuslc 
they cheered me warmly, and sent thci^,. 
military bands to my house. To lead men,' 
we must study the»humaij heart.* 

•* I wjll hfe transcribe a letter from the 
^ old companion of my exile, Mariiiani, who 
wrote to me from Rome, and* whose letter 
shows at the same time his love o/ It^ian 
independence, and the state of that truly 
saceMotal governmeAt. 


‘‘ My good General, 

“ I hope the nyni^ers here wifi 
not recall the troops; and we have obtaiiled 
for thi!m clothing as you* will seef. We 
shall do all in oiy power to get what is 
hiost needed, some assistance in money. 
But, from fear of Austria, every thing must 
^be done secretly to avoid the appearance 
df co-i)perating in the Italian cause# I am 

\ * \ m 

sorry to say that the ^instrument of tliis, 
miserable policy Ts C^ignt Fabbri, a‘"^c{pd* 
old <ii*vilian„ WQ^H “b^i^years, and little us^l^ 
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to'affairs. > *have not failed to fill the 
Office *of a .friend t^/liini', praying -and* 

IP ^ ^ 

conjuring him to quit the ministry. 

“ No one is surprised at your obstinate 
and invincible courage. You will not fAil 

« f 

conclude ds‘ ^you be/^an ' fortune may 
still overwhelm you with trials*and advetv 
sities,* but she cannot prevent them from 
being glorious dhd salutary, to Italy. I 

f 

canri'ot believe that Italy will not rise from 
this last stfoke*—for she has the conviction 

^ * m ' 

of being able to conquer, and she will do 
it. ’The terror which the Austrian arms 


inspired is for ever dissipated: the con- 
spiracy of kings is en/lcd. My mission to 
the Neapolitan parliament will be witliout 


effect,'’ since Bdzzelli only the day before 

yesterday stopped the entry into the king- 

* 

dom. But to return to Yenice; I feel* 


myself bound to adopt every means in my 
power to force this government to send 
you assastance, and I shall do it with, much 


zeal, if not with great success. Every 
thiifg* moves me this; the salvatk)ii 

^ i £ ■ 

of Italy, love of Yteat^^ unhappy capital, 
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alfection .for you, ,and gratitude niorecA’^c^ 
for tlie trust which fl$s Provisional Grovern- 
ment, places in pje, •honouring me^hy 
writing to me ex-officio, and overwhchiiin^ 
my small merits with un(Jue praise. Flit 
besides the inkifddiency Qf my fS,culticl,-1 
am at,this moment atta^liped by calumnies, 

. and much out of fa’^our with tlie Pontiff, 

* * • 

because the retrograde, the *egotist&T,and 

the fearful, run me down. At a>iy rate I 

• • 

shall not cease to labour on to the end. 

“ Adieu, &c. &c. 

In the meantime*hir from despairing, 1' 
directed the organisation ‘(^f great t>art nf 
the militia into legions, and though I met 
^with ccnsiderable difficulties, yet I ended 
by succeeding. 

K 

Order of the Day. 

‘ The Commande_r-in-Chief in tlit^ Vene¬ 
tian States orders that all the corps,- 
whether regular or •* irregular, sliaif .her 
divided into, iegions, composed of tje/ 
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i^ndividuals belonging to the ^ Venetian 
provinces, 'fhese le^«<)ns shall be formed 
as»follows:— 

h 


- f 

*“ T/i{? 1st Legion, composed of the 1st, 

t \ * i 

2fid, and'3rd battalionscof the present 1st 
legion of the gnar^d mobile, shall be corn' 
mand^id by Lieuteifant-Colonel Giuseppe^ 
Jehaii. 

f 

( 

“ The^nd Legion, composed of the 4th 
battalion or tbe present 1st legion, and 
of th"e 2nd and 3rd l^attalions of thc^ 2nd 
legion of the guard mobile, shall be com¬ 
manded by bieutenant-Colonel Eugehio 

Vandoni. 

* 

. The ^rd Legion, composed of the 3rd 

I 

battalion of the present 2nd legion guard 
mobile, of the battalion from Vicenza 

* 4 

{Zanellato), of the Paduan guard mobile’ 
{Stucchi), and of the Spangaro, Zerf.mn, abd 
Orondoni companies, shall bo commanded^ 
by Lieiftenant-Colonel Zanellato. 

• “ The Ath Legion, composed of the Tri- 

c* • . i ^ 

Vigiaho battalion f(Galateo\ and , of the^ 
Efaduan crusaders'* tCavailetto), will be 
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commanded by LieutenartUColonel ^aa 
Iviartino. 

“ The \Stn Legion, composed of the le^on 
of Sile, and some portions of the Ixato ‘ 
battalion, shall be commanded by ColOij^ 
Amigo. 

Major ^;iro rogiia w^ii commana tne 

1 st battalion of the 1st legion thus <j3onsti- 

* • . 

tilted, and Mpjor Antonitf Torriani tlm 2iid 

battalion. •* 

“ The 1st battalion of <he» 2nd legion 

* * f 

sliall be commanded by Ilsodolfo. Dea: 
the 2nd battalion by Qiiisei)pe Zan*bori? 
and provisionally by Captain Pietro Sp^n- 
garo. 

“ The 1st battafion of the 3rd legioA 
aforesaid shall be commanded by. Major 
Antonio Sartori; and the 2nd battalion 
* by Major Napoleone Stucchi; the 3rd batta¬ 
lion by Major Alessandro Jehan. 

“ The 1st battalion of the 4th legbn 
*shall^,be commanded by Major Quiseppo* 
Galateo; the 2nd^battalion by Major Caval- 
lotto. ' 

“.Tlie 1st batteiliorr of the 5th legion*^ 
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&ha^ll be cominanded by Maj6r Nicolo 

4 ^ IT 

Itadoirlcli; the 2nd .hattaliou by Major 
Gnlscppe* Franc(?sco.ni. 

“ The officers in command of the legions 

's. 

ifqjd' battalions will be responsible for the 
good andcOxact pcrforrdance of the service. 

“ Subordinatiop, the soul of niilitar*y 
service,, must be maintained by*thc adop¬ 
tion of moro rigorous measpres, and by 
inexorably enforcing the articles of war 


against all 'vvho arc guilty. The above- 

» » » 

named commanders Vhl remain respon- 

4 ^ 

sibloffor the adequate instruction of their 
suJ)ordinatcs of every grade. 

‘ “ The CominJinder-ip-Chief expects from 
the^ zeal and patriotism of the soldiers of 
all ranks, that' they will assist, without 
fearing fatigues and sacrifices, in lightening 
the difficult mission of their* chiefs. 


‘ “ G. Pi^pE. 

‘^Venice, llth Augmty 1048.” 

Perceiving that the times were unpror' 

pitious, a few days' before the three 
( 

iSardipian battalions emb&rked, I published 
the following Order .ofithn I)dy. ' ** 
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“ Volunteers, Soldiers, Officers, 

• “ I* had acaircely completed raj^' 

fifteenth year when, dri\^en into exilfi,. I 
fought in the ranks of the immortal Itirfian 
le*gion. After this legion had crossed* tJfe 

great St. Bernard, alone if wanaiuslied the 

» • • • • 

•Austrians mear Varallo ; ^and this victory 

* » • 

was the 'fortunate .prelude to* ?Vl«,rengo, 
which so highly raised‘tho* fame pf the 
Italian Captain. ^ •* 

“ This legion was composed of Neapoli- 

• • t 

taiRis Romans, Tu§»ans, I^ombards, •Vene¬ 
tians, and Piedmontese, ^11 of them ;fomig 
and new to arms, but devoted to the l^ve 
of Italy. That wa§ an aiiicipated ima^^ 

^ ft 

of thp corps which I have now the hoMour 

* < 

to lead, which seems to haVc received from 

ft ' 

Heaven the glorious charge of defending 
’ this ancient and classical asylum of penin¬ 
sular liberty. If tlntt legion bade defiance to 
snowy mountains, to long marches, and to 


•so ipj,any other fatigues, you, with.unparah 
leled patriotism,Support sickness and pia- 
vations of ever 3 ^in^ if they victijftousfjr 
coipbated ^ the 2ftic*ertt enemies of Italj^. 
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I • 

iron attack thtem with hearts Worthy of 
' ^iial good fortune. Biit nW-behold thern 

I I 

ad'^ncing, divided .between th^ shame of 
ha'^^ipg been defeated ’ by the unarmed 
^pulations of Venice, of Milan, and bf 
Bojogna, ,,and« the pride of ,.the receift 
victory which tJiey have' gained on ths^ 

• I 

banks <pf*tlie Mincib !,, 

“ Officers, Soldiers, Volunteers, the eyes 
of Italy and of all Europe are on us. 

4 

hYoin these *>shores we may, perhaps, be 

t « * 

so for>tupato» as to contribute grcatl^r to 
Italis’n independepce; from this country 
of heroes, who, having made themselves 
masters of the[Jsca, were formerly a shield 
afoainst the barbarians’ that menaced the 

O ^ Ik 

civilisation of the west. 

“ Xlie enemy, combating under the 

V 

walls of our fortresses, will lose those 
advantages, which his long-taught and 
mechanical discipline has obtained for him 
in the field. 

‘ V 

. “ Let us defend Venice^ the bulwark of 
Italy,*" which in so '■man^' centuries has 
,?^ever fallen, though «fir3n*'attacked,/by 

I. 
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- • • 

enemies Very superior to tUosc who now 
oppose us. • We will defend it till the pi^-* 
mised aid® arrives. Ratllter than abaitdon 

our Venetian bretfiren to slavery, w^wilFj 

__ 

iheet death* without repining. The*ppo- 

Itection which the' EstuS-ry offg's us j^vill 

• % • • • 

.tillable us»to fall pot unavenged, and the 

true soii^of Italy wjll envy tliahit^ of the 
defenders o^ Venice. 

“ Guglielmo IhfPE. 


“ Venice, 2Zrd A'ngust, 1048.” 

I 

• •• 

But Venice was not only abandoned by 
ij;s land and sei^ forces, not only menaced 

by the recall of the Rolhan soldiers, i»an 

• 

evil still more serious ^as threatening her, 

s • * 

which was poverty. The populatioA of 
the Lagoon amounted at the utmost to 

O 

200 ,OOo, and, they were expected to main- 
tain all the land and sea forces, and more¬ 
over to furnish their clothing, houseliold 
ute^ils, &c., &c. To supply so many 
wants, an app&ad to Italian piitriotigm 

jivas •made; on mahy arduous o^asidns 

® ^ • * • 
tliK^ reply lip^d graved heroic, b^t nojv 
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was feeble. published the |bllowiiig 
‘Circular, in order to exl*ort the Italians to 

f I 

be,, generous tofi^ards Venice, or rather 
I^^tow^ds the cause of Italian indepen- 


#* 


d^ce,— 


<( 


The Commander-m-Qhief the armed Corps iit, 


Venice^ to the TVdr Committees add National 

i ' 0 

Circles of all the Jtalian Provinces. ' 

^ t 

* 


*. “Fhom this remaining rampart 
^ of Italian independence, from Venice so 
illustripu§ in. arts, so ^dendid in iiistery, 
whos^ resistance, in the unforeseen and 

^ I 

precipitous decline of Italian fortune, is a 

sui»e pledge of |j:eviving destiny, a cry is 

• * ^ 

raise^i which will resound over the eptire 
Peninsula. Here are met together Lom¬ 
bards, Subalpines, Romans, and Neapoli- 

I 

tans, to assist the valorous inhabitants in 

the ‘defence of the classical Lagoon.. Here 

almpst every province in Italy is repre- 

*s«nted in the last struggle of our coujitr^ 

ag.^inst our common oppressor. The garri- 
- • • 

son, tht«gh attenuated by Sickness, ife still 

It ^ ^ 4 ^ 

sufficient.for the defentej^’animated as^it 
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is by a floble si)irit, warirf with patriotk: 

ft % 9 ^ 

love, ready for alj dangers, pai;ient Ai' 
suffering, and assiste,d by the. ]S'atif>pal 
Guard. We have* still spirit, and str^gth; 
£fnd an obstinate hope of fruitfully shdd- 
Tling our blood for 5taly. * ^lut tlje treasury 

9 ^ % • • 

,1s exhausted by hng and frequent calls; 

^ t 9 

the occupa,tion of tl^^ Venetian*ter]|i firma 
has deprived us of the jneans of re¬ 
plenishing it in ])roportion with our ^toits, 

and the many millions oS lire lately given 

* • • 

byihe citizens ai^ insufficient. . Shall we 
leave Italy, which seeii]^ to have rifen as 
one man to driv.e away the hated German, 
shall we leave her,last defenders to peJlsh 
for want of pecuniary assistance ? If the 
governments, which should remain united, 
have been separated; if they, who should 
have manfully persevered in the well com¬ 
mence^ enterpriser, but who have been casl 
down by the first reverses, if they are.less 
miqdful of the nation, let her,^ at lea^t, 
endeavour to ^r6ve herself worthy of a 
•hettel* fate. Mo ^vernment ca^*. forbid 
tl]^at the urgejitmoeessities of Venice sfipu^^ 



EVENTS IN ITAT^Yt 


331 


is by a floble si)irit, warirf with patriotk: 

ft % 9 ^ 

love, ready for alj dangers, pai;ient Ai' 
suffering, and assiste,d by the. ]S'atif>pal 
Guard. We have* still spirit, and str^gth; 
£fnd an obstinate hope of fruitfully shdd- 
Tling our blood for 5taly. * ^lut tlje treasury 

9 ^ % • • 

,1s exhausted by hng and frequent calls; 

^ t 9 

the occupa,tion of tl^^ Venetian*ter]|i firma 
has deprived us of the jneans of re¬ 
plenishing it in ])roportion with our ^toits, 

and the many millions oS lire lately given 

* • • 

byihe citizens ai^ insufficient. . Shall we 
leave Italy, which seeii]^ to have rifen as 
one man to driv.e away the hated German, 
shall we leave her,last defenders to peJlsh 
for want of pecuniary assistance ? If the 
governments, which should remain united, 
have been separated; if they, who should 
have manfully persevered in the well com¬ 
mence^ enterpriser, but who have been casl 
down by the first reverses, if they are.less 
miqdful of the nation, let her,^ at lea^t, 
endeavour to ^r6ve herself worthy of a 
•hettel* fate. Mo ^vernment ca^*. forbid 
tl]^at the urgejitmoeessities of Venice sfipu^^ 



33^ 


^ K'AEllATIVE OP 


4 


Tfeceive pecunjasry succour. Let ^ubscrip- 
*tivns bp opened ; let Q^leciions be made; 
ev^iy citizen will giye* the sacre*d obole to 
Hhe SiJfcy which is combdlting in the van of 
n^ftional independence. Since this city ha's 
mii;|Lculou^ly esc%)cd from the hands of 
Austria, and has once f^gain been given by, 
Ileavei^ to. Italy, it* wpuld be inYamy and 
impiety to lose it again by avarice, iV^hile 
Venidc is free, Italy is not lost: and a 
powerful neighbour may, in spite of dark 
"diplomatip torgiversati^^ns, still succour it 
in tin>e. 

I 

“ War Committees of all. the Italian pro- 

f f 

vinfces! what rcjinains |)ut to scud pccu- 

niary aid at least to Vehice, which is , still 

in arms.? National circles! what other 

« 

resource have you but in helping the last 

I 

armed representative of the nation ? May 
youY assistance be amjile, speedy, and 
efficacious, and we shall feel you to be 
brothers as much as if you were 
bejaide us. 

* GuGKiiELMO Pepe. 



2^d Augmtf 1848 


i f 
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As example^ is ever tlie*l]^st stimi^lant, 
I, who had alreaf]^ given ^np half t^e* 
salary which had beeif awarded “me, 
and which amounted to 70,000 frizes a^ 
year, now resigned the whole sum, and jtfie 
IVesident Mahin ^^arded hie with uspixy 
.hy tl\e follbwing Ic^er ^ 

“ (jENEB, At,, 

“ The government is jipnelrated 
with profound gratitude Tor* the gift you 
ha\^ made it of ^1 the emoluifierits due 
to you, and it thanks •you with heartfert,' 
gratitude for this, as Ayell as for y^ur 
esteem for the people ojf "Venice. 

“Yes, General, they deserve this esttiem. 
Tliein greatness of mind lias overcame the 
greatness of their wants. Italy wiU aid 
them; it will respond to the example 
\\hich • you, who’ have grown grey in 
defending her independence, do not ci^ase 
•tg hMd out. 

“Accept, General, ^the assurance of,iQy 
high cpnsideratfon. J , “ Manin.’** , • 

' ^ lie Mroviaional Governwnt of 

im October, 1848,” 
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" A.contcmpcrrary of mine ip NajAcs, Ruiz,^ 

who as captain of artitiery hiid valianJiy 

com*bate(l'under my-orders at the battle of 

Rieti^and against the Austrians, had been 

1 ‘iiluie prisoner in 1823, while defending 

liberty in Bpaift,’at the4jattle of Slado, and 

conducted into hranc# where he settled* 

^ ♦* 

and wts" naturalised/ He there became 

i 

Prefect of the NitiVjre, and he new published 
an address to the French, exhorting them to 
succour Venice." Among other things he 

^ t) , o , 

* told them thAt the fate*A.'f modern civilisa¬ 
tion 'h^ould be decided in Venice and on 
th^ plains of Lombardy, and at the samfe 
t’die Ruiz contributed 1000 francs to the 

9 * t' 

proposed offering.. 

To increase the esteem felt for Venice, I 


thought it right to undertake soinewhat 
bolder measures than at fii’st, though I 
could not risk any hazardous sallies, for 
thef government adduced a thousand 
^basons, all political, to exact the dehiy of 
a]3 ^important movements till better times. 

' O.n'fiie 22nd of Oqtr^jer,''! limited myself 
'sending out frorii ^irbp&rti a column 
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composcc^ of chasseurs of* the line, conr- 

* ^ m ' - 

maiaded hy Lieuteii^t-Colonel d’Ai\iigo,-fo 
drive away the Austrians* from a position 
on the Cavellino which their artMlery^ 
occupied. My men were protected by^a 
hragozzo and three tpirogue'STirm®d for wr- 
,fo,re, and ttiese hoajjts desyi^ended down the 
canal Pordilio. Xhe.wtole expcKfitron was 
under the direction of Eieutcnant-i^olonel 
Girolamo Ulloa, the head of iny staff.*’ The 
chasseurs placed themselves* at the head 

* t ^ 

of tjie vanguard, jgid had scarcMily* coma 
within musket shot, w];ien they he^o the' 
charge, and throw themselves on the Aus¬ 
trians, with bayonets fix^d, and with\p 

1(1 

much violence, as *to force them not onfy 

* * «• 

to retreat xirecipitately, hu i; also to abandon 

two pieces of artillery protected by cam- 
* 

paign works. • This feat of arms was highly 
lauded,by the Venetians, as they all knew 
that the\enemy’s forces were superior* to 
»ours."* I had the two captured guns trails^ 
ported into the Fiazza of St. Mark." 

Ik The’TriumvirS ha(^lioped by modcEaJiop, 
an^.. through intervention of ^England. 
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W 

and France, obtain some considerable 
advantage for Venice, ta»nd for' this reason 
thej^ had recorfimonJed mo to abstain 
''Tronik^operations which might attract obser- 
r&.tiftn; but when they perceived that thdy 
ha^ littlcfc or'nothing^to hope, and eveh 
saw themselves ,susp(K’tcd of ‘being im% 
willing t'o*join the common cause of all 
Italy, then, in^ order to show .by their acts 
that "in Venice there were truly Italian 
sentiments, tiiey let me know that I was 
free t« act according tp my own imptlse. 
I therefore deterniined to send my volun¬ 
teers against the enemy, and thus, by 

^ 4 *' 

Q^ample, persuade thefinhabitants of the 

Peninsula to takq up a^ms again. Op the 
« 

2Gth of" October^ the government gaye me 
this notice. The combat of Mestre took 

I 

place on the 27th, the particulars of which 
* 

will be found narrated in the ensuing Ordei* 
of dhe Day. But before reading this order 
It is necessary to know that there w^re a 
thousand difficulties to ^prevent the de- 
fen(Je:fe of the Lagcjbn Trom executing 
-t'econnoiBsances, sortie^ or i\boye all fi;pm 
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• • • 

taking afty numerous columy l>y surprise. 
The,enemy’s.coVps*jvere at a distance /i-Qjn' 
Venice, wlfich they hemmed in by. a 
circle of detachifiCnts; and in cav)* of* 


assault tlie!y fell back between 


tliAr 


©ntren(dimQnts and^hc irfarsilies.^ The ojily 
seighbouriiig posiwn which contained a 
sufficient Hiumbo]^ of troops Ava^» the city 
of Mestre, half'^n hour’s distaii^c from 


Malghera. But it Avas well fortified'; and 

0 

protected by marshy lands. • I could not 
spayc inany troops to attack it, because in 
case of a check 1 should have endangered' 
tlie safety of yciiice. Nevertheless, to 
rouse dormant Ititlian patriotism, 1 a^s 
obliged to risk mfich, and to assault, the* 
enenyr in their fort of Mestre. 


“ Order of the Day. 

“Venice, 21 UA Octaher^ 1848 . 

..“On the morning of the 27th, before 
daAvn, t^c General-in-Chief, siirroundcJ, by 
, his staff, from the lunette No. 12 in tlie 
fort of Malghe»a, ^observed the mbvem^nt 
Qf three columns, ^ffiich containediin all 
abWi,ut*2000* hayoijets. That oi^ the Jeft 
conskjted *cff 450 mep/if the fiftli yene^ifln 
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Jegion, commanded by its colonel,‘D’Amigo, 

' a^^d‘embarked on a i^fimber .of* boats; it* 
waa preceded by fivl pir6gneb and two 
%iScoui^* under the ordef^ of Captain llasi- 
1,0.280 of the navy. These boats, with their 

c 

artillery, were intended to .facilitate the 
landing of our in'en in\^ useria. « • ^ 

“ Tly? Cgilonel hah ins.ructions'to occupy 
that post, ai\d afterwards the patt of 
Boaria which adjoins the city of Mestre, 
so as to* forjn ,a reserve for the centre 
. coluimi. This columil consisted 'of SOh 
men„oommanded by Colonel Morandi, and 
’ composed of Lombard , and Bolognese 
volunteers; its brders \yere to dislodge the 
' enemy entrenched* on "the railroad, and 
theh to,occupy Mestre by force. The right 

i. 

column of 650 men, formed of the free 
Italian battalion, and the chasseurs of the - 
Upper Reno, commanded by Colonel Zamr- 
beccari, had orders to take a Jj>arricade 
greeted on the narrow banks of the ^ 2 anal 


of Mestre, and defended ky tw^o guns, and 
b^ ^oijj^derable numb^-s ofeinfantry posted 
ip the neighbouring jfiqpsfis. Which 
' fortified with loopholed.. 


w&re 
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“ The (hiwn was appearing -^tlie pirogues, 
liot vet arrived,af.their posts on account' 

* ^ ^ 4 * - * 

of the unifsuaf fog,^ iyid •not coimhenced 
firing. The four •ffeld-pfeces destined'foi** 

the right cohimn were not come froro tilQ 

• < 

island of Lido-; but ttll further delay would 
Jiave been jnjunousif andjt became neces¬ 
sary, therefore, to/Dcgiti the asgault with 
the b'h.yonet.^ ^ , 

“ The strength of the enemy was about 
3000 men on the whole luie,*besides 2000 
entrenched in Me^re, wliich was, also 
defended by many field-pieces, an^ by, 
chasseurs ready fire from the houses. 

“ The centre column waS stopped by l|ie 
fire of the muskets, ainf by the artillery^ of 
the enemy. The General-in-Clvef"de- 
spatched Colonel Ulloa with one hundred 
* gendarmes of* the reserve, and with this 
reinforcement he rallied and urged on the 
column ^ the pas de charge; and they 
.penetrated into the city. They were 
stopped a secon4»ttme; but in spitfe of ^e 
oJjstintite resistance^tiey encountered, and 

the/greatt loss unstained, they ^dvan<;ed 

% — - 

onwards. 
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“ The eneiyijf* after losing pal't" of their 
artillery, defended themselves from the 

* * * f • 

hocuses’ .Captain Sirtbri, Major Rosardll, 
amf ^ Cai)taiii Cattabehfe, hold even to 
t4m»rity, undertook with a handful of 

,, f 

brave Lombards to dri’^e out the Austrians 
- house by house, and tl? us 'bpenad the w'ay 
to our t’'oops who vocupied the cJty 
militarily. j 

“It was in this affair that Baron 
% 

Alessandro Poerio, a volunteer on my staff, 
received a musket-shot* in his leg ; *he con- 

* •v # 

tinued to advance, and received a second 
in the right knee ; and while lying on tlie 
grjund, the en^iny wounded him on the 
head with his own d&gger. AVhile his 
rigtfc thigh was‘being amputated, this 
brave Poerio conversed calmly of his 
beloved Italy—the heroes of Plutarch 
might have used the same language wdiile 
spooking of Athens or Sparta. 

• “During these vicissitudes, The Zam- 
beccari column, following the bank of the 
canal,^ encountered strong br-rficade, 

* % 6 ill* 

defended^ by two .seyer-poundeyi, and 
made thepiselves masters of it with, their 
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bayonets* '15u{ the enemy^t4lving advan-; 
fage of the iiMsqu^li^es in the sandy grotin^ 
add of sCme/ small^ cdtta*^es,^ greatly 
anrio*'cd the rear bT the^oluiim, so’i^dch, 
soi, that several among the volunt/eofljB 
liesitatcd; .they w^re mllied again Tby 
Golonel Raolucci * icind^ •Major^ Assafe; 
under* thc^ eyes ^ thS Genero^-dn/^hief: 
during the fray these t;wo .ofikera* were 
generally by his side. 

“ As soon as the piroguos were in a 
I)osHion* to fire, Oblt)ncl Amigo landed 
at Fusino, captured two 1iwelve-pou«^lers 
abandoned by tjie Austrians, and mad^ 
some prisoners; bpt he \?as not in til^ie 

to facilitate the attack *f Mestre, and wasi 

• # * 

therefore unable to carr}’. out thq d^ign 
of the Commander-in-Chief, by taking the 

9 

enemy in the cear. 

Besides the results effected by the 
prodigioT 4 ^ valour of the centre and right 
.colunwi, six hundred prisoners were takeuo 
six bronze canneds, many horses, "and a 
large qnaintity af ai^liunition. • 

^‘^u^ what.w^sdsfui better, was to hav^ 
proved. that the It^iUai^ volunteers^ 
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only a few nJojJtKs before had fafcen arms 
the first time, coii^Th^detl l5y officer^ 
for*the mbsf part ndw. to \the*‘profession, 
had beaten thfe^ Austrians, who were 


superior in number, well* entrenched, 

obstinately defended, and prej)ared over- 

niMit to rcceive*us, aniiCl ^ho made use »f 

0 * * 
the loppjjpled hoifses a second fine of 

defence. « , ^ 

• • • • ** 

“ <5Iie General-in-Chief wishes that those 
who are*accnstojned to say that he j)laces 
too nmch ccijifidence*iii the volunteers,^had 
^een -the Lombards and the Bolognese 

m 

(Sighting; they would ha\;e pbserved wiUi 
as^^onishment, that thgse bold men em¬ 
ployed in prefereifbe the bayonet and the 

daggier, and despised every obstacle, as if 

* « 

determined to give their lives for the glory 

of their country; they would,have a‘dmired 

their calmness and order, which might 

* / 

have honoured the most expert veterans; 
yiey would also have heard ftiosa who 
were most seriously • vswmnded, hailing 
Itatiaj^ liberty, from'^hiofi deatl^ was ^ 
^poil to separate the^* , ^ ‘ ,» 

♦“•WheSi a nation.hh-a such *sbns,^w£en 
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among it#people there^areinaen who run' 

fib the struggle as ^id those of Milan ami 

Bologna, if wi/l tri#ijiph •over the ‘ im>§t 

powerful enemies. •* , 

G""” Pepe ” 

^This order of Jthe dayVhS followed 
, nftticcs of the names of .those who had 
most signalised Jfliemselves, Vitjt the 

• % w ^ 

number of .our dead* and bounded, 
amounting to above four htindreil rfcen ; 
while the loss of the enemj^wiTs more than 
six lijundred. In ^(jfe* house, •wUerQ,* the, 
resistance had been very,obstinate, niiTety^ 
dead bodies wore found. ^ 

» The day of Mes4re wa^ of great an^ 
durable advantage to It^ly. Years ago, 

' when \ wrote my Italfa* MilitaTV, and 
afterwards in my Memoirs, I wearied 
tnyself in endeavouring to demonstrate 
that ^th<^ ancient vdlour of Italy is still 
alive; but^w believed my words. But «n 
*Ube 27*th October, 1848, I had the ^ood 
fortune to place ^be worth of the Itali^ 
S'wa^rd hi%evidenoe, prove th^ tJi® 

^youths oi{ It^y. #fter f>a*ing only a few* 
monthsi .yndter arragi^ <;o||ibated •success- 
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fully,‘not oiftiy in ^fche opeil but also 
hi tTic mid^t of the dgfe^es* o^ a warlike 
epem^. . 

Spme SardH?^cin ih*ilitary men,” who 
Bftappenecl to be in Venice, in* order to pay 
co^irt to^ their prince, spread the report 
and published ^(it 1* fiacl endeavoured 4feo 
induce ffbe three ^arcH^nian b^ittalions to 
remain, V^snice. This^ was pure *inv^n-' 
tioil/ Not that I should have thought the 
attempt unwoi;thy, but I was quite con¬ 
vinced Jt »-would bd^ unsuccessfiil. llie 
« • • . » 

goc«r*of Italy, and her indej^eiidence, have 
ever l^een supreme laws to p:ie. The witli- 
j^awa^ of the^e thrccv battalions from 4^hc 
Lagoon was of assistance, both militarily 
anTT morally, lK)*the Austrians far more 

than to Charles Albert. lie had sent these 

% 

troops to Venice entirely of his own 
accord; but he recalled them only under 

♦ r 

compulsion,- -forced by his dj^asters to 
obey the Austrian mandate. 


END d^VOli I. 



^ 1.0^0^: f * 

BftADXirVl Al( BVA%B, WntTKf&lAl^ 



314 JSTAIlRASriTE OT^ EVENTS IN I'fAOY. 

fully,‘not oiftiy in ^fche opeil but also 
hi tTic mid^t of the dgfe^es* o^ a warlike 
epem^. . 

Spme SardH?^cin ih*ilitary men,” who 
Bftappenecl to be in Venice, in* order to pay 
co^irt to^ their prince, spread the report 
and published ^(it 1* fiacl endeavoured 4feo 
induce ffbe three ^arcH^nian b^ittalions to 
remain, V^snice. This^ was pure *inv^n-' 
tioil/ Not that I should have thought the 
attempt unwoi;thy, but I was quite con¬ 
vinced Jt »-would bd^ unsuccessfiil. llie 
« • • . » 

goc«r*of Italy, and her indej^eiidence, have 
ever l^een supreme laws to p:ie. The witli- 
j^awa^ of the^e thrccv battalions from 4^hc 
Lagoon was of assistance, both militarily 
anTT morally, lK)*the Austrians far more 

than to Charles Albert. lie had sent these 

% 

troops to Venice entirely of his own 
accord; but he recalled them only under 

♦ r 

compulsion,- -forced by his dj^asters to 
obey the Austrian mandate. 


END d^VOli I. 



^ 1.0^0^: f * 

BftADXirVl Al( BVA%B, WntTKf&lAl^ 













